PONTELAND TOWN COUNCIL
Unit 1 Meadowfield Court
Meadowfield Industrial Estate
Ponteland, NE20 SSD

Tel: 01661 825092 Fax: 01661 820244

Email: enquiries@ponteland-tc.gov.uk
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

5 October 2023

]To:

ALL MEMBERS OF PONTELAND TOWN COUNCIL |

I hereby give notice that a Meeting of Ponteland Town Council will be

held on WEDNESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2023 at 6.15 p.m. IN MERTON
HALL. THE MEETING WILL BE PRECEDED BY PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
WHICH WILL COMMENCE AT 6.15 P.M. PLEASE NOTE IF THERE ARE NO
QUESTIONS THE COUNCIL MEETING WILL COMMENCE AT 6.15 p.m.

Yours sincerely

1292

K MAVIN
Clerk to the Council
AGENDA
58. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
59 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
60 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13 SEPTEMBER
2023. Copy attached.
61 MATTERS ARISING
62. PLANNING
(1) Planning Committee — Minutes of meetings held on 29 August,
and 12 September. Copies attached for information.
(1i1) Report on recent planning decisions
63. GRANT APPLICATION
@) Request from Archaeological Investigation for an Information
Panel - see report attached.
64. NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF AUDIT 2022-23 - Report attached.



65. REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The Council is requested to set up a small Working Party to carry out
the annual review of the above. The membership last year
comprised of Councillors Greenwell, A Hall, Mrs K Overbury and A
Varley.

66. ENVIRONMENT WORKING PARTY - Minutes of a meeting held on 18
September are attached for consideration.

67. NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

68. MAYOR’S REPORT
(1) Mayor's Diary - attached

69. REPORTS BY TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON LOCAL
ORGANISATIONS

70. ACCOUNTS/BANK RECONCILIATION/BUDGET REPORT - Reports
attached

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC ~ Councillors are asked to pass
the following resolution - That under Section 100A (4) of the Local
Government act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting
during the disclosure of the following item on the agenda as they involve
the disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in
the 1972 Act.

71. STAFFING COMMITTEE — Minutes of a meeting held on 27
September are attached.
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PONTELAND TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
29% Auqust 2023

Present: Councillors S Johnson (in the chair), S Ahmed, A Hall, K Woodrow & A Varley.

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

A list of planning applications received since the previous Committee meeting had been
circulated.

1.4  23/02908/FUL, 28 Pembroke Drive, Ponteland, Northumberland.
NE20 9HS
Demolish existing garage, construct side, rear and front single storey extension.
Comment: The Committee request that a condition can be attached to any
approval for some foliage to be planted to soften the aspect which will ensure the
property is more in keeping with the current street scene.

1.2  23/03014/FUL, 2 Marian Way, Darras Hall, Ponteland, NE20 9LE
Proposed front extension: 7m high roof to form first floor bedrooms; extend single
garage to form double garage; new entrance gates.
Objection: The Committee request that this application be refused as itis
detrimental to the street scene in accordance with QOP 2 and HOU 9 of the
Northumberland Local Plan and Policies PNP 2 and PNP 4 of the Ponteland
Neighbourhood Plan. They support the objection submitted by a neighbouring
property.

The Committee were awaiting additional information in respect of application
23/02275/FUL for a proposed new vehicular entrance on land at Higham Dykes and the
minutes would be updated to reflect the decision made once a response had been
received.

The Committee made no comments about the other 5 applications considered.

2. DECISIONS: APPLICATIONS AND APPEALS; WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

2.1 DECISION: 23/02153/FUL, 9 Tudor Court, Darras Hall, Ponteland,
Northumberland. NE20 9PJ.

Proposed: Convert loft space.

Comment The application was REFUSED on 14" August 2023.

The Committee made no comment about this application.

2.2 DECISION: 23/00905/FUL 8 Moor Lane, Darras Hall, Ponteland,
Northumberland. NE20 9AD.

Proposed: side extension with flat roof and courtyard infill extension with pitched roof.
Comment The application was GRANTED on 215t August 2023.




The Committee made a comment regarding Construction Traffic on site.

2.3 DECISION: 22/04681/FUL 161 Middle Drive, Darras Hall, Ponteland, NE20
aDU.

Proposal: Extend the existing ground floor front gable upwards to first floor level,
construct a second front gable at ground and first floor level, a zinc-faced dormer
connecting the two front gables, a feature entrance canopy with recessed bay window, a
front dormer over the existing garage and two new gables connected by another zinc-
faced dormer at the rear, to include a new rear terrace accessed from the reconfigured
principal bedroom suite.

Comment The application was GRANTED on 22" August 2023

3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Committee had received correspondence relating to application 23/00494/FUL. The
applicant has launched an appeal on the decision. Ponteland Town Council did not
comment on this application so will not withdraw or submit further representations.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 12" September 2023



205
PONTELAND TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
12" September 2023

Present: Councillors Mrs K Woodrow (in the chair), Mr S Ahmed & Mr A Hall.

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

A list of planning applications received since the previous Committee meeting had been
circulated.

Application No: 23/03210/FUL

Location: Land West of West Thorn West Thorn Kirkley Northumberland.
Proposal:  Erection of farm worker's dwelling

Applicant:  Mr F Alder

Comment: The Planning Committee are aware of the history of planning applications on
this site. They have concerns about building in the Greenbelt. They feel that this new
application is in a slightly different location than previous ones and ask the Planning
Officer to consider any implications.

The Committee made no comments about the other 3 applications considered.

2. DECISIONS: APPLICATIONS AND APPEALS; WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

21 DECISION: 23/01350/FUL South Dissington Farm Eachwick Newcastle Upon
Tyne Northumberland NE18 O0BN. :

Proposed: Provision of a portal frame building to be used for equestrian purposes and as
a riding arena.

Comment: The Application was WITHDRAWN 29" August 2023.

The committee made no comment about this application.

2.2 DECISION: 22/02956/ADE Lloyds Bank 5 Main Street Ponteland,
Northumberland. NE20 9NJ.

Proposed: Advertisement Consent for external signs positioned at front elevation.
external signs to be white 3D metal letters with distressed effect.

Comment: This application was GRANTED on 29" August 2023.

The Town Council have no comments to make on the signage itself. However, they wish
to reiterate that there should be no illuminated signage within the Conservation area
which is disregarded in some instances.

2.3 DECISION: 23/02393/FUL 3 Larchlea, Darras Hall, Ponteland, NE20 9LG.
Proposed: pitched roof to property; render finish to frontage and removal of existing
chimney.

Comment: This application was GRANTED on 30™ August 2023.

The Committee made no comment about this application.



2.4 DECISION: 23/02107/FUL 101 Eastern Way, Darras Hall, Ponteland,
Northumberland. NE20 FUL.

Proposed: Existing dwellinghouse to be fully demolished and replaced by newbuild
dwellinghouse. :

Comment: This application was GRANTED on 315t August 2023.

The Committee made no comment about this application.

2.5 DECISION: 23/02899/FUL 9 Hawthorn Way, Darras Hall, Ponteland, Newcastle :
upon Tyne NE20 9RU. ?
Proposed: Construction of Detached garage.

Comment: This application was WITHDRAWN on 15t September 2023.

The Committee made no comment about this application.

2.6 DECISION: 23/02268/FUL 82 Errington Road, Darras Hall, Ponteland,
Northumberland. NE20 SLA.

Proposed: Proposed bedroom over garage; single storey rear extension and entrance
gates and piers. -

Comment: This application was GRANTED on 4" September 2023

The Committee made no comment about this application.

2,7 DECISION: 23/02437/FUL 17 Langton Court, Darras Hall, Ponteland,
Northumberland. NE20 AT

Proposed: Single storey extension to rear to form family room and kitchen, with porch
extension to side of garage at front and new pitched roof over existing garage.
Comment: This application was WITHDRAWN on 4" September 2023

The Committee made no comment about this application.

2.8 DECISION: 23/01472/FUL 117 Western Way, Darras Hall, Ponteland, NE20
aLy.

Proposed: Proposed rear extensions comprising first floor bedroom over existing kitchen
area, single storey rear extension to create additional living space; reconfiguration of
internal spaces; new porch and amendments to principal elevation.

Comment: This application was GRANTED on 4" September 2023

The Committee made no comment about this application.

2.9 DECISION: 23/02081/FUL 30 Beech Court, Darras Hall, Ponteland
Northumberland. NE20 9NE

Proposed: garage extension with new tiled roof over, proposed front porch and extended
driveway.

Comment: This application was GRANTED on 8" September 2023

The Committee made no comment about this application.

2.10 DECISION: 23/02599/VARYCO 38 Ashdale, Darras Hall, Ponteland,
Northumberland, NE20 SDR

Proposed: Variation of Condition 3 (Approved plans) to allow an increase in size to the
front ground floor extension to include a home office.

Comment: This application was granted on 8" September 2023

The Committee made no comment about this application.



2.11 DECISION: 23/02102/FUL 105 Runnymede Road, Darras Hall, Ponteland,
Northumberland. NE20 9HL

Proposed: New front boundary wall and gates.

Comment: This application was GRANTED on 8" September 2023

The Committee objected to this application: The Planning Committee would like to object
to this application. The original application 21/02225/FUL for the demolition of the existing
bungalow and consfruction of a 2-storey house was granted on 4th August 2021, The
delegated report dated 2nd August 2021 from the Planning Officer contained the
following statement: The existing building line along Runnymede Road would be retained
with the retention of soft landscaping to the site frontage ensuring the dwelling would be
partially screened within the public domain whilst also retaining the rural aspect within this
section of Darras Hall as recognised by Ponteland Town Council within their consultee
comments. There would be no adverse impact caused upon the street scene. Ponteland
Town Council maintain that this soft landscaping should be retained in this stretch of
Runnymede Road, as included in the recommendations from the original Planning Officer
and wish to object to the proposal to replace the hedging with a boundary wall and gates.

2.12 DECISION: 23/02220/FUL 15 Callerton Court, Darras Hall, Ponteland,
Northumberland. NE20 9EN.

Proposed single storey first floor extension to the rear, link extension between dwelling
and garage, internal reconfiguration works, demolition of front extension and replace with
single storey extension with balcony above.

Comment This application was REFUSED on 11" September 2023

The Committee made no comment about this application.

3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Committee deferred a decision from the previous meeting as they were awaiting
further information and have subsequently submitted the following objection:

Application No:  23/02275/FUL

Location: Land at Higham Dykes Milbourne, Newcastle upon Tyne,
Northumberland. NE20 0DH

Proposal: Proposed new vehicular entrance from land directly onto AG96 crossing grass
verge

Applicant: Mr David Marc Dixon

OBJECTION - The Planning Committee is concerned at the proximity of a new access
road proposed at this fast section of the A696. There is dense hedging and mature trees
at this point as well as narrow steep verges. There have been a number of fatalities in
the past close to this section of the A696 and the Committee request that the Planning
Authority take this into account when considering the application. The application makes
no mention of the reason for the new entrance to the field or to the area blocked in red
which is green belt and the Planning Committee hope that this is not for the erection of a
residential property in the future.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 26" September 2023



PONTELAND TOWN COUNCIL Agenda item number 63(i)
Report by Clerk to the Council
Report to October 2023 Council meeting

Report re request for funding for Ponteland Schools and Leisure
Archaeological Investigations Information Panel

A request has been received from Archaeological Research Services Limited for
funding for an Information Panel relating to investigations carried out on the site of
the Ponteland Leisure Centre when a discovery was made of human burials and
cremations.

They have been asked by the County Archaeologist for NCC to look at producing an
information panel which would detail the work done by the organisation to be
installed either in the school, leisure centre or library. Archaeological Research
Services Limited have approached the Town Council as the NCC County
Archaeologist does not have the funds available to produce this item.

This request was first discussed at the agenda meeting for the September TC
meeting when the Clerk was asked to go back to the company asking for more
detail.

Further information has been received and it is anticipated that the design and
production of a digital file that can then be printed on to a board costing £500 (net).
The material that the panel would be made of, how it was erected and therefore the
associated costs could vary widely. Printing on to an A1 Foamex/Correx board, for
example, only costs around £50 and there are some very cost-effective mounting
solutions, including just affixing it to a wall with screws.

A much more expensive option would be a panel mounted on a plinth outside,
maybe near the entrance to the Leisure Centre/Library. A link to an example of this is
set out below. This comes with a 10-year guarantee when used externally under
normal light and weather conditions:
https://www.greenbarnes.co.uk/shop/signage/lecterns/al-man-made-timber-interpretation-
panel-ref-pipal/?gclid=EAlalQobChMIzLbigZmngQMVCOTtChOtpgQqEAQYASABEgK-
MPD BwE

Regarding the location, the County Archaeologist does not have a preference for
where it should go. Some suggestions are set out above and it is understood the
company also want to discuss a possible location with the school.

A copy of an article which gives more detail about the archaeological find is attached
to this report.

Members are requested to consider whether they wish to fund the information panel
at an approximate cost of £550 (if the indoor option is agreed). If agreed, it is
suggested that this should be in principle as the site is not yet known. The Council
may also wish to state that they will not be responsible for any damage, maintenance
or replacement in future.



Recommendation — The Council is asked to consider the request set out
above.

Attachment — Article from Current Archaeology magazine entitled ‘Ponteland’s
Prehistoric Past’.
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PONTELAND TOWN COUNCIL Agenda item number 64
Report by Clerk to the Council

Report to October 2023 Council meeting

Annual Audit 2022-23

The required information re the above was sent to the external auditors, Mazars on
27 June 2023.

The External Auditors Report and Certificate for 2022-23 was received on 26
September 2023. A copy of the Certificate is attached. A copy of sections 1 and 2
of the AGAR are also attached.

The external auditors, Mazars had no matters to raise with the Town Council
although they did note that box 11a in Section 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) had been left blank. This was raised as a minor issue
for internal reporting only as they did agree that the answer could be inferred from
the other answers on the AGAR. However, the Council was asked to ensure that all
boxes were filled in, marking nil or not applicable where appropriate.

The required information was put on display on notice boards for a period of 14 days
from the 27 September and it is also on the Town Council’'s website. The
information had to be published before 30 September 2023.

Recommendation — The Council is recommended to approve and accept the
External Auditors Report and Certificate for 2022-23 and sections 1 and 2 of

the AGAR.

Attachments —

Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Annual Return (AGAR)
External Auditor Report and Certificate 2022-23 (Section 3)




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

Ponteland Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

-

. We have put in place arrangements for effeciive financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

‘Yes'means that this authority:

prepared its aceounting statements in accordance
with the Aceounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designad o prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effactiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

€«

. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or pofential
nen-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manags its finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4, We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exearcise of slectors’ rights in accordance with the
requiremeants of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the opporiunity fo
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessmant of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks. including the introduction of internal contrals and/or
axternal insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properfy.

8. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
racords and control systems.

arranged for a compeient person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, ta give an objective view on whetfier
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports frominternal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
external audit.

8. We considerad whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, whers appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sola managing
frustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilitias for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, indepandent
axamination or audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking piace afler the year
end if relevant.

has mei all of its responsibifities where. as a body
corporate, if s a sole managing trustes of a local
trust or trusts.

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeiing of the authority on:
14/06/2023

and recorded as minute reference:

26(ii)

www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

Chairman

Slgned by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

8
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

Ponteland Town Council

Year ending

31 March
2022 2023
E £

31 March

Noles and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must
agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought SR | Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 602,146 673,859 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree o
Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and i ; Total amount of precept (or for 1DBs rates and levies)
Levies 429 .096 445 180)| received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
: received.
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
65,153 79,274 the precept or rates/levies receivad (line 2). Include any
grants received.
4. (-) Staif costs Total expenditure or payments made (o and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
1 12'393 1 12’356 employars NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (~) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure ar payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

€. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

31 0,1 43 332,390 book less staff costs (line 4} and loan interest/capital
repayments (ling 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year, Must
forward 673,859 753,567 cqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and depasit bank accounts. cash
short term investments 671,508 749,924! holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long tarm invesiments 529,069 525,928 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

1D. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 0| from third parties (inciuding PWLB).
For Local Councils Only | Yes No | N/A l
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds The Council, as a body corporate. acts as sole frustee and
(including charitable) is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds The figures in the accounting statements above do nat
(including charitable) include any Trust transactions.

| certify that far the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been preparsd on either a receipts and payments
ar income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Gulde to Praper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

05/06/2023

Date

| confirm that these Accouniing Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

14/06/2023

as recorded in minute reference:

26(iii)
Signad by Chairman of the meeting where ths Accounting

Statements,were a }oved e

=
&
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23

In respect of Ponteland Town Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Qur responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit caried out in accordance with
Interational Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is
appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviswing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAQO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nzo.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-infarmation-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

- summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibiiities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections
1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Not applicable

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
for the year ended 31 March 2023.

*We do not certify completion because:

Not applicable

External Auditor Name

Mazars LLP, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

Magary LLP 26 September 2023

External Auditor Signature Date
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PONTELAND TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT WORKING PARTY HELD ON 18 SEPTEMBER 2023 AT
THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES

Present: Councillors C Greenwell, S Ahmed, K Qverbury and K Wilson

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
An apology for absence was received from Councillor N Sehgal.

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING HELD ON THE 24 JULY 2023
The Minutes were accepted.

3. SPREADSHEET REPORTS

(i) Report covering three main priorities of EWP for 2022-23
(1)  Rockery on Main Street.
This area would continue to be maintained.

(2) Sensory garden

The gardening contractor had suggested some planting of Lavender, Buddlia and Lilacs. Members did
not want Lavender to be planted.

They asked if a lot of the planting could be cleared out before planting the above.

The Chair asked if the gardening contractor could be asked for advice about the what could be done re
the pavements which were not in good condition. The Clerk agreed to raise this with him.

(3)  Project for resurfacing the path between Callerton Lane and Waitrose bridge
The order had been placed for the work with NCC. A start date was awaited.

The Chair suggested putting some projects on hold whilst one of the contractors was unable to work.
This was agreed. - :

(ii) Report re items discussed at previous meetings
(1) and {2) Allotments and new tenancy agreement
The Clerk reported that she had written to tenants in the previous week outlining the amendments that
had been made to the proposed agreement that had been agreed by the Council.
She had received three replies o date.
The Clerk planned to send out the new agreement by post to all tenants later in the week.

{4)  Ash trees in the Park

The Clerk reported that she had received quotes for urgent work inside and outside of the park
however, both companies had stated that they would be unable to do the work until later in the year.
She had contacted the tree consultant again to ask his advice and he had suggested a further
company who had capacity to do the work. She would be contacting the companies who had quoted
to let them know.

The Chair asked about disposal of the wood which the Clerk said she would discuss with the
contractor. Usually, the contractor would sell it on or piles would be left for people to take away.
However, the wood from the diseased trees may not have any value.

Councilfor Wilson mentioned a community wood bank in the county who could be contacted about
taking the wood.

{5) Remedial work at the Pele tower
The Clerk had arranged a site visit with a company who specialised in restoration of historic building

and monuments.



(iii) Watching brief items

There was no progress on the replacement letters for the tree guards.

The gardening contractor had provided photos of where the coronation tree could go in the park however,
there was some confusion and the Clerk was asked to obtain more information.

4. CORRESPONDENCE

(i) Request from resident of North Road to move the litter bin on the junction with Pont View
The Clerk reported that a request had been received from a resident of North Road (via NCC) asking
that the bin that was recently installed on the Jackson Avenue/Pont View junction be moved. The bin
had been installed following multiple requests from another resident.

A photo of the area was included in the report.

The area had been measured and the bin was 2.8 metres away from the seat. The tarmac underneath
the bin had been cut away to allow the bin to be fixed to paving. This would require reinstatement if the
bin was moved.

It was agreed — That the request be refused as it was felt the bin was far enough away from the seat not
to cause a nuisance.

(ii) Query received re ‘no ball games’ sign at green next to Jackson Avenue

This query had also been received via NCC. The correspondent had asked about the legality of ‘no ball
games’ signs as there were problems with children kicking a ball against a neighbours fence.

The Clerk had investigated this and found that the signs had no legal standing. They were advisory and,
in many cases, councils had removed the signs altogether as they could not be enforced.

The Clerk had written to the correspondent and advised them of the situation.

(il Request from resident of Jameson Manor for donations in kind towards planting of bulbs,
seeds etc at this location

The Clerk had been approached by a resident of the above estate asking if it was possible to have
donations of bulbs and seeds.

It was agreed — That if there were surplus items available following planting these could be donated to
Jameson Manor.

5. Oxbow Lake - clearance

The Clerk reported that there was funding in the budget for clearance of the above area.

In view of the area being fenced off the Clerk asked if she should proceed with the order for the work.
Members felt it was important from a safety point of view as the weed at times disguised the water
undemneath. The Clerk was asked to proceed with this work.

It was also reported that the Northumberland Rivers Trust had offered to suggest a simpler solution to
the destroyed dipping platform and it was agreed this should be progressed. The Clerk was asked to
obtain quotes for removal of what was left in that area.

It was agreed -
(i) That the pond clearance work be carried out which was included in the budget for 2023-24.
(i} That the Clerk seek quotes from companies to remove the remains of the dipping platform.

6. Allotment

(i) Request to divide allotment
A request had been received from the tenant of plot 12¢ to divide their allotment into two either width
ways or diagonally. Members agreed to this request.



7. Report re FOPP

The Clerk reported on recent contact with the Friends of the Park. She referred to problems with the
ability to do work at the wildflower meadow and also some proposals that had been raised by the Chair.
There were some concerns re the suggestion of additional trees being planted in conjunction with another
group in Ponteland, when at present, the Clerk was trying to arrange to have diseased frees removed.

8. Any other business

(i) Request for bin at Ashbrooke Drive

The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by the MP’s office asking whether a decision had been
made regarding a request that had been received last year.

The Clerk had apologised that the outcome of the discussions had not be relayed back to the MP. She
reminded members that the request had been refused due to the cluster of bins available in that area.
The applicant had contacted the MP again asking if the bin from Twizell play area could be moved to the
suggested area and if not, could the decision of the Town Council be appealed.

The Clerk reported that it was a dual-purpose bin in the play area which was much used and could not
be moved.

She suggested asking the gardening contractor/NCC if there was a bin nearby that could be moved to
this location.

(i)  Update re Waitrose bridge

The Clerk was asked for an update re the above.

She said she had been in touch with the footpaths officer at NCC who had inspected the structure and
whilst he recognised the surface was worn, he did not believe it was a hazard. As the structure belonged
to NCC the Town Council could not carry out work there without permission and at present, there was
not the manpower to do this. The Northumberland Rivers Trust were going to be carrying out work in the
near future at this location.

(i)  Suggestion re notice board at Jameson Manor

Councillor Wilson asked about the possibility of having a noticeboard at Jameson Manor.

After some discussion it was suggested that the gardening contractor be asked to look at suitable
locations on site. If approved, permission from the landowner would be required.

12. Date of next meeting
The next meeting would be held on Monday 27 November 2023 at 10.00 am. at the Town Council offices.



PONTELAND TOWN COUNCIL Agenda item number 68(i)
Report by the Mayor
Report to October 2023 Council meeting

Mavyor’s report October 11, 2023

Meetings and events attended by Coun Karen Qverbury representing Ponteland Town Council since
the last meeting of the full Council {(September 13, 2023).

Please ask if you want further information.

Thursday, September 14
Town and Parish Councils Liaison meeting
—via Zoom.

Friday, September 22
Morpeth and District Scouts agm and presentations evening
- Maorpeth Town Hall.

Thursday, October 5
Annual Town and Parish Councils Conference
— Northumberland County Council County Hall, Morpeth.



