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Inquiry underway after ‘unlawful’
payments to council chief exec
New school to be named after
Northumberland suffragette
League-winning football team
enjoys Premier League treatment
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

Ponteland celebrates
Platinum Jubilee
in style
pontnews&views
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Kip McGrath - Newburn and Westerhope
Tel: 0191 4355 274
kipmcgrath.co.uk/newburn-and-westerhope

Belsay Woodland Burials Now Available
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2650

from 2899

390

Indoor and alfresco drinks
SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 12 pm - 10 pm
FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 12 pm - 11 pm
*last booking 1 hour before closing*
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www.fratelliponteland.co.uk
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Players
enjoy taste
of Premier
League life
Young players enjoyed a taste of Premier
League life after a superb season saw them
reach the national finals of a prestigious
football competition.
The boys from Ponteland Primary School were among 40
under-11 teams competing in the Premier League Primary
Stars National Finals at Watford FC’s Vicarage Road stadium.
Representing Newcastle United, they received the VIP
treatment normally reserved for the club’s Premier League
stars as they travelled to Hertfordshire on the first team
coach complete with its reclining leather seats, Sky TV, a
working kitchen and plenty of space to relax.
They were then treated to an overnight stay in a plush hotel
and given a private room for dining, before watching their
heroes dismantle Arsenal at St James’ Park in Newcastle’s
final home league match.
The boys’ dream day was capped with the presentation
of their official kits with their name and chosen number on
the back to wear at the tournament, and a special video
message by members of Newcastle United’s first team and a
shoutout from club record goalscorer Alan Shearer!
Match day saw the team arrive at the players’ entrance at
Vicarage Road on the NUFC first team coach, where they
were greeted by the media.
The four matches saw 0-0 draws with Liverpool and Chelsea,
a 1-1 draw with Norwich City and a 2-0 defeat to Everton,
leaving the team third in the group and sadly eliminated from
the competition.
Year 6 Teacher and PE Lead James Tailford, who coaches
the team with Ryan Drane, said he was very proud of the
boys’ achievements throughout the season which also saw a
league title.
He said: “On another day and with a bit of luck we might
have made it further and we came away knowing we
were easily on par with every team we played. The boys
all received a medal for making it to the national finals
and can come away with their heads held high,
knowing they absolutely deserved to be there. A totally
unforgettable experience.
“We are beyond proud of the boys and they were absolutely
exemplary in their behaviour, manners and sportsmanship
throughout the tournament and the long journeys.”
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk
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Shop displays put
Ponteland in party mood
Bright and beautiful window
displays were created by
shops and businesses in the
area to celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.
Ponteland Town Council had written to
traders asking them to decorate their
windows to add to the festive feel for the
jubilee weekend.
The Town Council gave prizes for the
best shop window on Main Street,
Merton Way and Broadway in Darras
Hall and four councillors visited the three

areas to judge the best. Each winner
was awarded a prize of £200.
The winners were Taylors Pharmacy,
John Bardgett Funeral Directors
and Carousel, with Henry Robert
Hairdressing, Iain Nicholson Solicitors,
Parklands Chemist, Tynedale Hospice at
Home, Number 9 Bistro and Triple Eight
Garage all highly commended.
Carousel is donating the four Royal
pictures to Rosewood Villa Nursing
Home for the residents to enjoy,
while Taylors Pharmacy is donating
its winnings to local charity Vinnies

and Bardgett’s winnings are going to
charities Daft as a Brush and the Gurka
Trust.
Ponteland Mayor Coun Christine
Greenwell thanked all the businesses
which took part and praised pupils
from Richard Coates Primary School
who had decorated windows at Merton
Hall: “As a council, we are concerned to
involve children as much as possible.
The students’ artwork helped to brighten
the hall and add to the festive feel we all
enjoyed in and around Ponteland.”
Full coverage of Platinum Jubilee weekend: p8-9.

PONTELAND
COMMUNITY
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
In 2019 listings, PCMS is in the top 1% of ALL
primary and middle schools in England and
under its new name, PCPS, is proud to continue
this legacy offering specialist teaching and
spacious facilities.
Limited places still available for September 2022
from Nursery (age 2) through to Year 6. Children
living in local catchment have a geographical
pathway to Ponteland High.

01661 824853

admin@ponteland.academy
www.ponteland.academy

A HIGH ACHIEVING TEACHING, LEARNING AND WELL-BEING SCHOOL

“Your guidance and encouragement has been invaluable. You have championed her this whole year and we are all extremely grateful.”
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‘Unlawful’ payments to council’s
Chief Executive halted after investigation
Stunned councillors were told Northumberland County Council made “unlawful” payments of
at least £200,000 to its Chief Executive for managing an international healthcare consultancy
which operated illegally.
Interim Executive Director
of Finance Jan Willis told a
specially convened meeting
of the County Council that
it had acted unlawfully by
entering into contracts in the
United Arab Emirates, China
and the Republic of Ireland
totalling £5.8m prior to the
incorporation of a separate
business entity.
She said the authority had
failed to register Northumbria
International Consultancy
Ltd (NICL) with Companies
House until March 2021,
more than three years
after the joint venture with
Northumbria Healthcare Trust
(NCHT) was launched.
“In entering into international
contracts directly, NCC acted
unlawfully, and it therefore
follows that the expenditure
incurred in delivering those
contracts was also unlawful,”
the Section 151 Officer’s
report to the Council said.
The report added that
Chief Executive Daljit Lally
(pictured), whose £190,000
salary is half paid by NHCT
in a job share arrangement,
has received an additional
“international allowance”
of £40,000 per year
since 2017 for the global
commercial activity.
Ms Willis was unable to
find any evidence that this
additional remuneration
had been authorised by
the full council, concluding
it amounted to “unlawful
expenditure”.
County councillors agreed to
her recommendation to hold
an independent investigation
into the circumstances that
gave rise to the unlawful
trading activity, to be
presented to the Audit
Committee in July.
In addition, payroll has been
instructed to immediately
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

stop the payment of the
international allowance
to Ms Lally and internal
audit has been asked to
investigate a small number
of other “potentially unlawful”
payments to officers and to
review all exit packages with
a value of £100,000 or more
over the past two years.
Further external legal advice
would be sought to establish
whether there was a case to
recover unlawful payments,
the meeting was told.
Separate to Ms Willis’s
report, Council Leader Glen
Sanderson commissioned
an independent review into
how the authority conducted
its business by a team of
experienced former local
authority chief executives
headed by Max Caller CBE.
It follows a lengthy power
struggle between the Chief
Executive and political
leadership at NCC.
In 2020 Ms Lally was
suspended by then leader
Peter Jackson, but later
reinstated. The Ponteland
county councillor then lost a
confidence vote and Coun
Sanderson took over.
Mr Caller also reported
to the Extraordinary
Meeting of the County
Council on June 8, finding
corporate governance to be
dysfunctional, distracted and
unhealthy. Officers worked

in a “harmful” working
environment in a “climate
of fear and intimidation” Mr
Caller told councillors.
Trust had broken down to
such an extent that senior
officers and councillors
had resorted to making
thousands of Freedom
of Information requests
to obtain information and
confidential council reports
were watermarked with
names because so many had
been leaked.
Ms Lally, who is currently
on leave, had attempted to
stop the independent review
from taking place, councillors
were told, which Mr Caller
described as “unheard of”.
He praised the council
for doing “some amazing
things with some really good
officers who have tried their
absolute best to deliver”
but said it needed “new,
seasoned local government
professional leadership at the
top of the organisation”.
The revelations sparked
visible anger at County
Hall. Independent councillor
Georgina Hill described
the independent report
as “damning”, while
colleague Coun Derek
Kennedy, leader of the
independent group, added:
“What a day we’ve had.
We have seen this council
ripped apart. It is outrageous
and embarrassing.

“There needs to be a total
reset of this council. We
have heard so much on what
is going wrong. Officers
going their own way and
ignoring members of the
council, financial records not
being kept.
“What is going on? I’m just
astonished at what we have
heard today. Today has been
stomach turning. This council
is an embarrassment to the
county of Northumberland
and the people of this county
with the way we conduct
our activities and the way
we carry out our finance. We
need to do something and
do something quickly.”
Coun Sanderson called
on all councillors to work
together to address the
recommendations on
corporate governance, a call
supported by Labour group
leader Coun Scott Dickinson
who said “we have to draw a
line and move forward…we
need to look at the detail and
put it right”.
Councillors voted to form
a steering group (Labour
and the independent group
abstained) to discuss next
steps before a second
extraordinary council meeting
scheduled for June 21 for
further debate on the report.
pontnews&views
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Another £10.3m in compensation awarded after
‘unacceptable service’ from power suppliers
Homes and businesses left without power
for several days during Storm Arwen had an
“unacceptable service” from Northern Powergrid,
an energy regulator has found.
The electricity supplier may
have been in breach of its
licence because of failures
in its call centre in the wake
of last November's storm,
Ofgem said.
Northern Powergrid (NPG)
and other power companies
worked hard in challenging
circumstances but were guilty
of poor communication,
insufficient planning before the
storm and a failure to contact
vulnerable customers on their
own registers, the regulator’s
report concluded.

Friends and neighbours help a homeowner cut up a felled tree in Woodside,
Darras Hall, after the storm. Photo by Simon Tappin.

The storm in late November left
280,000 properties powered
by NPG without electricity –
some for up to 11 days. They
included hundreds of homes
and businesses in Ponteland,
Darras Hall and surrounding
villages Medburn, Whalton
and Belsay.
Wind gusts of up to 98mph
caused severe damage to
homes and outbuildings,
bringing down trees and power
lines, demolishing fences,
blocking roads and leaving
paths unpassable.

Find out how much
your home is worth
Contact us or scan the QR
code to arrange a free
valuation

120 High Street, Gosforth, NE3 1HB
0191 284 2255
gosforth@bradleyhall.co.uk

www.bradleyhall.co.uk
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One of the worst affected
locations in Ponteland was
Pont View, which suffered from
a fault on the wooden poles
and substations system which
could not be seen by NPG.
This was a specific criticism in
the report - limited monitoring
on the lower voltage networks
which hindered understanding
the full scale and complexity
of faults.
Ofgem has issued 20
recommendations that aim to
prevent a repeat of last year’s
chaos, including better testing
of websites and call centres
to ensure they can cope with
added winter pressures.
NPG, along with Scottish
and Southern Electricity
Networks and Electricity
North West, have paid nearly
£30m in compensation to
affected customers after
Storm Arwen and have agreed
to pay another £10.3m in
"redress payments".

Jonathan Brearley, chief
executive of Ofgem, said:
“It was unacceptable that
nearly 4,000 homes in parts
of England and Scotland were
off power for over a week,
often without accurate
information as to when power
would be restored.
“Network companies need to
do better, not just to prevent
power disruptions, but to
ensure that when power is
off, they work smarter to get
people back on power quicker,
and keep customers informed
with accurate and timely
information. This is the very
least customers should be able
to expect.”
Ponteland’s MP Guy
Opperman published his
own report in March with
ten recommendations for
improvements by power
suppliers after holding four
public meetings in areas in
his constituency worst
affected by the storm,
including Darras Hall.
He said: “Storm Arwen had
huge consequences for my
constituents. Some were
without power for 13 days.
I held four public meetings
across Tynedale and
Ponteland to listen to residents’
concerns and feed those
into the Beis (Department
for Business, Energy And
Industrial Strategy) and Ofgem
reviews…which make realistic
recommendations to how we
can improve responses to
future storm events.
“I want to thank Beis and
Ofgem for their work. I am
very pleased that the concerns
of my constituents have
been listened to. I am
also pleased that the
recommendations are realistic
and can be implemented
before the Autumn.”
The full Ofgem report can
be found at: ofgem.gov.uk/
publications/storm-arwenreport
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Long serving Special Constable
awarded in Queen’s Birthday Honours
A long serving Ponteland Special
Constable has been recognised in
the Queen's Birthday Honours.
Special Constable Jon Gray has become a
Medallist of the Order of the British Empire (BEM)
in recognition of his service to policing.
A familiar face in the village, former PC Gray
joined Northumbria Police in 1978 and was
stationed in Gateshead before making the move
to rural Northumberland.
He retired in June 2008 after 30 years’ service,
but with much still to give, he started volunteering
as a Special just two days later – and has served
the community of Ponteland ever since.
He also still finds time to volunteer in the 102nd
Battalion, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers Reserves Pipe Band, where he plays
as a drummer. The band play regularly raising
money at charitable events.
Jon, 64, who has often worked up to 20 hours
every week in his role as Special, said: “Having
been posted in Ponteland since 1990 I do this
duty out of a sense of loyalty to the service and
the area.

“I’m pleased to continue to serve the community
of Ponteland, which I know well. I still assist
full-time officers and I’d like to think I help new
recruits. This recognition is humbling and I was
very surprised to get the call.
“I often think my career has been similar to the
film Forrest Gump; I never had anything planned
but I’ve been fortunate to work in a number of
roles and have landed on my feet. I feel fortunate
to have had the experiences through policing
that I’ve had.”
Jon was joined by farmer Michael Scott, 61, who
has served as a special for nearly 40 years.
Northumbria Police Chief Constable Winton
Keenen QPM praised both: “I congratulate both
Michael and Jon on being recognised in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours.
“This thoroughly deserved honour is a true
recognition of the unwavering commitment they
have demonstrated, over many years, to their
communities. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank them both.”
Anyone interested in becoming a Special
Constable should visit careers.northumbria.
police.uk.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Cashflow modelling can help you share
your wealth when your family needs it most
By David Lamb CFP™ MCSI
Do you know how much you
want, need and will leave after
your death, and how you are
going to achieve this?
These questions are so important!
Many people when asked how much
they want to leave will say nothing.
One client told me that the last cheque
he wanted to write would be to the
undertaker and, if we did our job well,
that cheque would bounce!
Most people will leave something
because they don’t know when they
are going to die. But even those who
want to leave nothing will end up
leaving far too much because they fear
spending too much and running out or,
after a lifetime of savings, their brain is
not wired to spend.
How much you need to leave changes
throughout your life. Those with
financially dependent families probably
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

need to leave quite a lot to make up
for lost income in the event of the early
death of the breadwinner. Once the
children are financially independent,
so long as your partner is financially
secure, you probably do not need to
leave a lot.
How much you are going to
leave is an essential question that
needs to be answered to protect
financial dependents.
Using cashflow modelling, these
questions can be easily answered and
can result in families being financially
secure, no matter what happens, and
spending money becomes easier
because you know how much you can
spend without running out of money.
Of course, many people don’t want
that cheque to bounce and want their
loved ones to benefit from their wealth
once they no longer need it but you do
not necessarily need to die before you

no longer need it.
Your cashflow projections will indicate
how much you can afford to give away
without compromising your financial
security. Why wait for your death
before your family benefits?
If you are 30 when your child is born,
and you live to the age of 100, they
will not inherit until they are 70. They
may have paid for their children to
go through university and have
helped them get on the housing ladder
years before.
When they receive their inheritance,
they probably do not need the money!
If you are never going to spend the
money, give it away when it is actually
needed - and when you will be there to
see the smile on their faces.
Hoarding your money without gifting or
spending it is a waste of opportunities.
Build your own cash flow model, for
free, at lambfinancial.co.uk
pontnews&views
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Fabulous four
days of fun
and celebration
What a weekend! People in Ponteland joined
the nation in four days of celebration and fun
to mark 70 years of the Queen's reign.
Shops, businesses and many streets were decorated, the
rain mostly held off, the sun often shone and there were
smiles everywhere.
There were street parties, afternoon teas and a range of
other celebrations.
The official start of the weekend was on the evening of
Thursday June 2, when hundreds of people gathered on Coates
Green for the Lighting of the Beacon, organised by Ponteland
Town Council.
North Tyneside Steel Band played for an hour and got
everyone in the party mood before piper Ian McCall added to
the atmosphere.
He began with Diu Regnare, composed as a tribute to the
Queen for her Platinum anniversary and played on bagpipes
across the nation at the same time. More than 2,500 beacons
were lit, with Ponteland’s blazing proudly from the roof of St
Mary's Church.
Ponteland’s ever-popular Beer Festival was held on the Friday
and Saturday, with tickets selling out for both days.
On the Saturday, Ponteland Leisure Centre held a busy open
day, sponsored by the Town Council.
Richard Anderson, General Manager of Active Northumberland
West, said: "The new Ponteland Leisure Centre was delighted to
take part in the Queen's Jubilee weekend with an open day and
free events for all ages.
"Residents were able to tour the Leisure Centre and see what
an impressive facility Ponteland and find out about the classes
and activities.
"The sun shone and we had a great party atmosphere, with
games and activities inside and outside."
The celebrations came to a climax with the Party in the Park,
organised by Churches Together. Ponteland Town Council
sponsored a children's Princes and Princesses fancy parade
and Ponteland Rotary delighted the crowds by rounding off the
weekend with a duck race.
The Party in the Park organisers said they were delighted by the
crowds and the event was more popular than ever, with nearly
3,000 enjoying the activities.
Ponteland Town Council gave grants of almost £2,000 to
organisations and streets which had parties and other events.
Ponteland's Mayor Christine Greenwell said: "A huge amount
of work went into the organisation of the many events over the
Platinum Jubilee weekend but it was wonderful to see so many
people having fun and celebrating 70 years the Queen's reign.
"I think the people of Ponteland will remember the celebrations
for years to come."
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Photos by Barry Pells and Helen Smith.
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Your letters
Calls for public funding for a sports clubhouse and better
public transport integration in this month’s letters…

County Council should fund new
sports clubhouse

Is cutting hedges, parking responsibly and
picking up dog dirt too much to ask?

Like most villages, Ponteland used to have a public
recreation ground. A spacious green space open
to all, where one could organise an informal game
of football, a kick-a-bout, or an impromptu game of
cricket. Young people could meet their friends, the
elderly could walk their dogs.

I’d just like to thank the residents of Darras Hall,
many of whom have joined the growing throng of
naturalists on the estate by allowing their hedges,
trees and bushes to grow with gay abandon on their
property frontages.

It was home to three well established sports clubs who had
been comfortably accommodated by the former local authority,
Castle Morpeth, and who made a significant contribution to the
wellbeing of Ponteland’s young people.
The recreation ground is no more. This bosky green swathe is
now occupied by a large car park, two schools, a public library,
and an indoor leisure facility.
The three sports clubs - Ponteland FC, Ponteland RFC and the
Cricket Club - have all been squeezed up together in the northeast corner of the site on what little open land remained.
The cricket ground is pushed so tightly against the school
buildings that rows of steel poles about twice the height of
the average telegraph pole, have had to be erected to
support netting in order to avoid the buildings being battered
by cricket balls.
It is difficult to understand how the County Council was
allowed to get away with an overall development plan that has
taken so little account of the need to sustain these important
local organisations.
We now have the sad sight of the football and rugby clubs
having to appeal for public contributions in the hope of raising
sufficient funds to construct adequate clubhouse and changing
facilities. Surely this is something the County Council should
have provided anyway?
The only place where the proposed building could be erected
is on a narrow triangle of land set between the two pitches. The
space available is insufficient to comfortably accommodate a
decent building and would necessitate the felling of yet more
mature trees.
Would it not make more sense for Ponteland FC to continue
to play where they have been playing for the last two years
at the other end of Callerton Lane and for the rugby club to
join them? And for the County Council to make sufficient land
available to permit the construction of combined facilities, set
well back into the site to minimise noise nuisance problems
and to provide the necessary funding?
John Hague, High View, Darras Hall

A daily walk is now a journey of discovery as my head flips
from tree to hedge and into the odd bush. As an added
benefit I get a good cardio workout from “The Matrix” like
body bending and swerving required to circumnavigate our
pedestrian nature trail.
I should add thanks to those residents who park their cars
tight to their hedges as this ensures that we discover the inner
depths of their hedge ecosystem.
As if this isn’t pleasure enough, I also get to do some further
microanalysis when getting home with canine rectal offerings
collected on my shoes, teeming with interesting bacteria and
wildlife.
It really is the estate that keeps on giving.
Steve Eglon
Western Way, Darras Hall

Better integration between bus and Metro
systems needed
Two cheers for the new evening bus service between
Newcastle and Darras Hall.
What a pity that Transport North East’s bid for £804m of
Government funding to improve bus services was answered
with only a miserly £163.5m.
Boris Johnson’s glossy ‘Bus Back Better’ document opened
with the words “I love buses”, but as we have come to expect,
his actions do not match his words.
The Ponteland and Heddon Labour Party is calling for
investment in new local routes and better integration
between the bus and Metro systems to provide a real
alternative to the car.
Bob Turner
Lynwood Close, Darras Hall
August issue deadlines: The deadline for all copy and adverts
for the August issue is Monday July 18. Door to door distribution
will be from Monday August 1 to Friday August 5. Businesses should
be aware that all bookings for advertisements must be paid in full
by the deadline to ensure placement in the August issue. Please
visit ponteland-tc.gov.uk/pont-news-and-views for online issues and
all updates.

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher. The Editor
reserves the right to amend any submitted letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should include the writer’s name and address.
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What’s on...
Ponteland u3a

Friends of Kirkley Hall talk

Meetings and talks at St Mary’s Parish
Centre are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at 2pm. Our next two talks will
be: July 6 – Cragside – Upstairs/Downstairs
by Geoff Hughes; August 3 – The
Chelsea Flower Show by Bill Bland. We
welcome enquiries from anyone wishing
to join Ponteland u3a please call the
membership secretary on 01661 824953.

Created from disused farmland, a wildlife
sanctuary has been created in the outskirts
of Morpeth that is home to thousands of
species of wildlife. Find out how Morpeth
Nature Reserve came about in a talk at
Kirkley Hall campus at 7pm on Wednesday
July 13. Cost: £2 for member £3 for nonmembers - no booking necessary.

Understanding Death & Dying

Go Tri events

A talk to demystify what happens at the
very end of our lives will be given by
end of life care campaigner and retired
palliative care doctor Dr Kathryn Mannix
at Ponteland Methodist Church on
Wednesday July 6, starting 7.30pm. All
welcome. Refreshments will be available.
Contact anncooperx@gmail.com.

Ponteland Senior
Gentlemen’s Club
Deanna van der Velde will address us on
the subject of ‘The Jewish Sabbath’ at
our next meeting in the Memorial Hall at
2.30pm on Monday July 11.

Ponteland WI
Ponteland WI welcomes members and
visitors to an afternoon of music by the
very talented folk music trio Old English.
We will be entertained by a presentation
of Songs of the North-East, followed by
light refreshments. The competition for this
month is for a limerick so we look forward
to some interesting reading. The meeting
is being held on Tuesday July 12 at 2pm in
Merton Hall, Ponteland.

Ponteland Village WI
‘Secrets in the Attic’ will be the subject
of the talk at our meeting on Tuesday
July 12. Ponteland Village WI meets on
the second Tuesday of the month in St
Mary’s Parish Centre at 7.30pm. We
also have subgroups including
Walking Group, Dining Out, Walking for
Softies, Dog Walking and Book Club.
If you would like to give us a try, email
pontelandvillagewi@hotmail.com. Look
for Ponteland Village WI on Facebook.

Gatherings for Christian
meditation
A welcoming group meet in St Mary’s
Church for short times of meditation from
2pm to 3pm on the second Wednesday of
each month. Our next date is July 13. All
are invited to join us. We hold the space
for each other in meditation and explore
together some of the rich inheritance of
this Christian tradition which reaches back
to the early church.    
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

Ponteland Runners will be hosting their
ever popular Go Tri events which give
people a chance to test out triathlon over
a short distance. The events include a
200-metre swim, 9km bike ride, and 5km
run. No experience is necessary and
our supportive marshals will cheer you
on. The next event will be held at 7pm from
Ponteland Leisure Centre on July 13. You
can book onto the events at gotri.org or
contact triathlon@pontelandrunners.org.uk
to find out more.

Ponteland Friendly Stitchers
At 2.15pm on Monday July 25 at The Hive
Bar, First Floor, Ponteland Leisure Centre,
we have talk on the Berwick Tapestry by
Anne Wadey. Membership of the group is
open to all; everyone, whatever their level
of experience, is welcome at meetings
and workshops. You can become a
member or come to a meeting as a visitor
for £5. Contact Secretary Penny Ford at
pontelandfriendlystitchers@mail.com.

groups. Pilates, Zumba, dance. Room hire.
Contact anncooperx@gmail.com or call
01661 824347.

Inner Wheel Club of Ponteland
Part of a women’s voluntary organisation
we are a small club founded on friendship.
Meetings held on the first Monday of the
month at St Mary’s Parish Centre at 2pm
include members spending social time
together and talks, and occasional meals
in a local restaurant and small fundraising
events for charities are also held. New
members and visitors are always welcome
- contact 07568 743653.

Ponteland Health Walks
Ponteland Health Walks meet every
Tuesday at 10.30am outside Ponteland
Leisure Centre. The free walks take 60
to 90 minutes on local footpaths. A good
opportunity to walk safely, improve fitness
and make new friends. Assistance dogs
only please. Contact Gordon Allan on
07936 135469 for more information or just
turn up, no notice required.

Ponteland Ukulele Band
We are a friendly group of mixed ability
ukulele players and meet every Tuesday
at the CIU Club from 1pm to 3pm. New
members welcome.

Knit & Natter Group
Creative writing classes
Suitable for both beginners and more
experienced writers, these classes will
inspire and encourage you to write poetry,
short fiction and memoir and to share and
develop your writing through stimulating
workshop sessions in a friendly and
supportive group. We meet on Wednesday
mornings in members’ homes in and
around Ponteland. Email claire@claire276.
plus.com for more information or to
arrange a free taster session.

Rotary Ponteland
We meet at the Britannia Hotel each
Tuesday, alternating lunchtime and
evenings. Visit rotaryponteland.org.uk.

Ponteland Methodist Church
Sunday worship 10am and 6.30pm - all
welcome. Monday 1pm to 4pm ‘Open
Door’ café. Tuesday Boys Brigade with
a Girls’ Association. Thursday Toddlers,
Men’s Forum, Women Together. Saturday
walking groups. Various Bible study and
House groups. Prayer and Fairtrade

Knit & Natter on Tuesday afternoons
from 1pm to 3pm at Ponteland Library.
For more information contact Library
Assistant Julie Ennis at ponteland.library@
northumberland.gov.uk

Ponteland Ramblers
Ponteland Ramblers is a friendly group
of local ramblers which organises walks
in Northumberland or North Durham
of usually about 8-9 miles on alternate
Sundays and shorter walks on the
second and fourth Wednesdays of
each month. Visitors are welcome to
join us for a few walks, without any
obligation to join formally. For details of
forthcoming walks, please visit our website
ramblers.org.uk/ponteland

Ponteland Tuesday Bridge club
An intermediate partner is required for a
player at Ponteland Tuesday Bridge club
which meets every Tuesday in Merton
Hall Recreation Centre at 2pm. Anyone
interested in partnering this player, please
contact Sandy Aynsley on 07935 237732.
pontnews&views
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New Ponteland school to be named
after Northumberland suffragette
Ponteland’s new school for children with
social, emotional and mental health needs will
be called the Emily Wilding Davison School.
The County Council is investing £5.5m in transforming the
former Richard Coates Primary School site to create a new
home for Atkinson House School, currently based in Seghill,
from September.
The refurbished facilities, being carried out by Robertson
Construction, will enable the school to expand by moving
from a single sex provision to co-educational and the central
location will improve accessibility to meet the growing demand
from families across the county.
The new school will be named after the Northumbrian
suffragette, who campaigned passionately for women’s right to
vote and is buried in St Mary’s Churchyard, Morpeth.
Children with social, emotional and mental health needs
(SEMH) may have difficulties with their emotional and
social development and understanding and managing
relationships. They may need support communicating
with others, trusting adults, developing relationships and
understanding boundaries.
As well as these difficulties children may have other educational
needs such as being autistic, having Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) and mental health conditions.

The new school is being designed to meet these needs
- from providing nurturing one-to-one space through to
smaller classrooms, a forest school and outdoor areas.  
Headteacher Paul Sampson said: “We welcome this investment
in our young people and are really excited to enter a new era in
our school’s journey.
“These facilities are specially designed to cater for the
complex needs of our students, creating a safe and nurturing
environment that promotes curiosity and learning, enabling
them to thrive and be the best that they can be.  
“We are honoured that the family of Emily Wilding Davison has
allowed us to name the school in her memory.  
“The Suffragette’s Motto was ‘Deeds, not Words’ and this
reflects what we, as a school, strongly believe. We will work
with everyone within our school community to ensure our
actions lead to positive and successful outcomes for all our
young people.  
“It is very important that the Emily Wilding Davison School
works with the local community and we appreciate the positive
emails and comments that we have received welcoming us to
Ponteland.”
The project is on track for the school to open in September
with plans for pupils to transition gradually.  
For all the latest information on the project visit: padlet.com/
Northumberland/EWDSchool

Riding for the Disabled group moves
to new home at Kirkley Hall
An equestrian centre for riders with disabilities
has been relocated from Morpeth to Kirkley.
The Morpeth Riding for the Disabled group, which has been
located at the Pegasus Centre at Tranwell for 13 years, will now
be based at Northumberland College’s Equestrian Centre at
Kirkley Hall near Ponteland.

ponteland@kumoncentre.co.uk
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It includes two indoor arenas, one international-standard,
two outdoor arenas, a significant range of stabling and other
associated facilities. Northumberland County Council has
financed the upgrading of the facility to ensure it is highly
accessible for disabled riders.
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Introducing your new
Ponteland Police Constable
By PC Graeme Harbottle,
Ponteland Neighbourhood Policing Team
I’d like to introduce myself
to readers of Pont News
as the recently appointed
Police Constable in the
Ponteland Neighbourhood
Policing Team.
I will be working alongside the existing
team of PCSO Laura McCann, Special
Constable Jon Gray and our new
Sergeant Lewis Cadden.
Our overriding mission is to work within
the local community so we have a visible
presence and we are seen where local
residents would like us to be and to be
approachable so we can meet the wants
and needs of local residents.

We want to establish good community
links with all residents, local businesses
and the excellent schools and leisure
facilities we have in our area so
everyone can enjoy the area we all live
and work in.
We will continue to tackle and reduce
crime, disorder and other issues
including anti-social behaviour
and speeding vehicles through the
area, finding long term solutions that
get to the cause to prevent further
issues occurring.
Wherever I have worked I have always
been keen to build close ties with the
people who I live and work with, so
please do get in touch if you have any

policing issues you wish to bring to
my attention.
The team continues to have a presence
in the local area we serve with us
based in the Police Training and
Communications Centre (the old Police
HQ site).
Your nearest public enquiry desk at
Etal Lane Police Station, Westerhope,
NE5 4AW, is open 9am – 5pm Monday
to Friday. You can also contact a
member of our team directly by email
at northernprudhoenptmailbox@
northumbria.pnn.police.uk.

MOWDEN HALL SCHOOL

& NURSERY

Leading Co-educational
Prep School for children aged 3-13 years

At Mowden Hall School Nursery, we aim
to nurture the children academically,
morally and culturally to help develop
their confidence and sense of
independence. In turn, the pupils discover
talents, interests and values that prepare
them for the next stage of their education
and which stay with them for life.
An idyllic setting, with over 50
acres of park & woodland for
children to explore & learn
Superb facilities & specialist
teachers; Indoor Swimming Pool,
Woodland Classroom, All-weather
Astro pitch, Sports Hall & Theatre
Flexible wrap-around care

10 miles from Ponteland

Newton, Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7TP

Tel. 01661 842147 www.mowdenhallpst.org
dfgriffith@mowdenhallpst.org
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

BOOK A NURSERY

TOUR TODAY
pontnews&views
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Horse Trials attracts biggest
names in eventing to Belsay
Belsay International Horse Trials attracted
some of the biggest names in eventing
over the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
weekend.
Olympic Gold Medallist Oliver Townend and GB Team
Rider Izzy Taylor joined popular local and Scottish
competitors Ian Stark, Emma Hobday and Jack Mantel
to enjoy the wonderful atmosphere amid the high level
competition at Belsay Hall.
There was much excitement surrounding the big classes
at this hugely popular International Fixture – the British
Pony Championship, the CCI2* Long Format for Juniors
and the CCI2* Short Format competition for seniors,
the first leg of the big money prize league CCI2*-S
Northumberland Challenge.

Emma Hobday

The weather held well and overnight rain on Thursday
ensured perfect ground conditions for the cross country.
Organisers were delighted with visitor numbers during a
busy weekend which also included the Northumberland
County Show and a host of other local Jubilee events.
The International classes began with ‘Trot Up’ and
First Horse Inspection on Wednesday in front of the
beautiful backdrop of the Belsay Hall Stables and Clock
Tower. Dressage for the Internationals took place on
Wednesday and Thursday, with Cross Country on Friday
and Show Jumping on Saturday. National Classes, from
Intermediate to BE90 ran on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Former Olympic Medallist and British Team stalwart Tina
Cook led a Course Walk on Thursday afternoon to raise
awareness and money for the British Eventing Support
Trust. Belsay also raised funds for the humanitarian relief
fund organised by British Equestrians for Ukraine. Along
with raffles and auctions, more than £3,000 was raised for
the two charities.
The Castle and Hall Arenas hosted National Equestrian
Association Show Jumping on Friday, the British Pony
Association’s Working Hunter Pony Show on Saturday
with Arena Eventing, Young Horse Performance Classes
and the Inter Hunt Relay Competition on Sunday.
The Belsay Dog Show was also a huge success,
attracting a large number of entries and raising more than
£800 for the Newcastle Cats and Dog Shelter. Border
Reiver Archers were also in attendance alongside a fun
fair and a good number of trade stands.
Laura de Wesselow, Organiser of Belsay International
Horse Trials said: “We are thrilled that the event was such
a success. I would like to say a huge thank you to all our
sponsors, competitors and trade stands who support
the event but most of all to the huge army of volunteers
that give up their time to give everyone such a fantastic
experience here at beautiful Belsay.”
Full results can be found at britisheventing.com/compete/
fixtures-and-results/BELSAY
Photos by Athalens.
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Olympic Gold Medallist Oliver Townend

Jack Mantel

Library launches summer
reading challenge
Children aged four to
11 are being invited to
the launch of a summer
reading challenge at
Ponteland Library.
Those taking part in the science
and innovation themed initiative
will access free materials from
the library and online via the
Challenge website.
Six fictional Gadgeteers,
brought to life by children’s

writer and illustrator Julian
Beresford, explain the science
behind a whole range of
interests, from fashion and
technology to cooking and
music through an exciting
book collection and
accompanying activities.
The challenge is being
launched at the library, on
Callerton Lane, on Saturday
July 9 from 10am to 1pm.
Find out more at
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk.
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Beer festival attracts record crowds
Record crowds attended the seventh annual
Ponteland Beer Festival, which returned after
three years to bring some welcome cheer.
More than 3,000 people attended the event, part of the Platinum
Jubilee celebrations, on June 3 and 4.
They enjoyed a selection of more than 150 real ales, ciders
and lagers from local and national brewers alongside prosecco
wine, artisan gin bars and the jugs of Pimms, with food provided
by The Angel, Corbridge, and Haveli.
A wide variety of entertainment saw the Ponteland Rock
Choir and Ponteland Community Wind Band opening each
day followed by performances by the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers Reserve Pipe Band and a mix of
contemporary bands.
Organiser Andy Maidwell said: “The weather was kind and
allowed many guests to enjoy the early summer sunshine
outside on the enlarged beer festival space, which occupied
half of the main rugby pitch at the leisure centre.
“The festival took place shortly after the announcement
from Ponteland RFC of its plans to build a new clubhouse
in partnership with Ponteland United Football Club, and its
success has provided a very healthy start to the project’s
fundraising campaign.
“Ponteland Rugby Club would like to pass on thanks and
appreciation to local businesses and residents for their support
for the festival.”
Planning is already underway for the 2023 festival
which will take place on June 2 and 3 next year. See
pontelandbeerfestival.co.uk.
Photos by Helen Smith.

The Lions
are back!
Ponteland Lions are
back at Waitrose
selling their books
for charity after a
long absence due
to Covid.

new class
starts

soon!

We Will Help
Bring Out

Your Inner
Artist

0191 285 1534

Gosforth/Ponteland
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

They are looking forward
to seeing their old friends
and new ones on the last
Saturday of every month
outside the store.
Despite Covid’s impact on
their fundraising activities
they have still managed to
send £250 to Mindstars (NE)

CIC, a charity supporting
the mental health of children
in North Tyneside. They
also sent more than £1,000
to Ukrainian Lions Clubs –
part of a district-wide
donation of £99,300.
If you are interested in joining
Ponteland Lions, they meet
once a month socially and
to distribute the money they
raise. The time commitment
is not great, but the impact of
their work can be. Find them
at lions. pontelandonline.
co.uk, contact President Phil
Bowe on phil@bivbowes.com
or call 0345 833 9913.
pontnews&views
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First national call-up for
triple gold swimmer Eve
A first national call-up is more than a stroke of
luck for talented swimmer Eve Hallisey, who is
following a family sporting tradition.
The 13-year-old Ponteland High School student is taking part
in the British National Championships in July and the English
Summer Championships in August – both in Sheffield.

East Regionals in Leeds in April and May and achieve the triple
gold there too was very special.
“Her selections on to different development programmes and
squads is reward for how hard she works; she’s so determined
and driven. Qualifying for the British and English Nationals
rounds off an amazing season and we can’t wait to see her
swim at those this summer.”

Eve, who has been swimming since the age of three, qualified
for the first event in the 13-14 age category to compete in the
100m and 200m Backstroke after posting a time in each which
was in the top 24 in the country for this age group.
She secured her place at the second event after posting times
in the 50m Backstroke, 400m Freestyle, 800m Freestyle, 200m
Individual Medley and 400m Individual Medley that placed her
in the top 20 swimmers in England for the 12-13 age category.
Eve’s success followed three gold medals at the Swim England
North East Regional Championships in Leeds in April and May,
which saw her named regional champion in the 50m, 100m
and 200m Backstroke.
As well as a lot of hard work – Eve’s weekly training regime
at Newcastle Swim Team under Assistant Head Coach Ross
Fisher includes seven pool sessions and one out of the water
for strength and conditioning – there could also be something
in the genes helping her.
For engineer dad Martin was a GB age group triathlete
who made the World Ironman Championships in Kona,
Hawaii in 2015, while her grandad was a GB Armed Forces
Water Polo player!
Mum Liz, of Middle Drive, Darras Hall, said: “We’re so
incredibly proud of Eve’s achievements. After winning triple
gold in the backstrokes at the Northumberland and Durham
County Championships in February to then go to the North

Cleaning beyond your expectations

www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk
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Cut-price home
veterinary service
for end-of-life
care patients

Mobile Veterinary Prac�ce
more convenient for owners, less stress for pets

People receiving end of life nursing care
at home will be able to access a cut-price
mobile veterinary service for their pets after
the launch of a new charity partnership.
Doorstep Vet is joining forces with Tynedale Hospice at Home,
which has a branch in Merton Road, Ponteland, to offer
veterinary care to its clients at their homes.
The firm’s “home visit and consultation” fee of £99 will be
halved for animals owned by Tynedale Hospice at Home
patients living in the practice’s catchment area.
Fundraising Manager Cathy Bates said: “We are grateful to
Joanna and Doorstep Vet for discounted fees for our service
users who are more likely to require a stress-free home visit
for their pets.”
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FOR A SOLID &
DEPENDABLE SERVICE,
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SALES I RENTALS I MANAGEMENT I MORTGAGES
11 West Road, Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 9SU.

01661 829164

office@goodfellowsestateagents.com
Branches at: PONTELAND I GOSFORTH I HEATON
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