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£4m retirement
scheme approved
Airport drop-off parking
charge goes up 33 per cent
Former WWII pilot shot down
by Luftwaffe dies aged 100
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Eco project gets
children buzzing
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Thinking of retiring?
Unsure of your options?

Speak to
a pensions
expert

For your free initial consultation
give us a call on (01661) 821110 or
email us at enquiries@cfs-ifa.co.uk
Office 2a, Horton Park, Berwick Hill Road, Seaton Burn,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE13 6BU

Belsay Woodland Burials Now Available

2650
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Kip McGrath - Newburn and Westerhope
Tel: 0191 4355 274
kipmcgrath.co.uk/newburn-and-westerhope
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Olivia Flemming (right) with twins Imogen and Miles Lunn from Darras Hall Primary School enjoying ‘Bee Week’. Photos by Barry Pells.

Children buzzing after
week-long eco project
Children in the Pele Trust’s primary
schools are absolutely buzzing after
taking part in a week-long eco project
focused on bee education.
The pupils have been learning all about keeping bees and how
to make gardens more bee friendly as part of the project about
the insects and the wider environmental agenda.
The multi academy trust’s primary schools, along with
Stamfordham and Whalton primary schools, have been involved
in bee-related activities, ranging from geography fieldwork to
poetry, art and scientific enquiry. As part of the English element
of the project, Year 6 students from each school acted as
journalists to write about their experiences.
At Darras Hall Primary School pupils took on a BBC Radio 2
challenge to design a bee garden, made clay models of bees
and flowers and created bee homes in their forest school. They
also had Zoom calls with beekeepers and worked with artist
Scott Donnelly, who demonstrated how to use beeswax crayons
and watercolours.
Richard Coates Primary School was visited by beekeepers who
came into school to show the children how bees react to smoke
and how native honey collectors get their honey. They also
learned how to extract honey and wax.
The children at Belsay School had visitors who explained how
beehives and honey production works. They also saw a hive
being taken apart with the use of a smoker and planted beefriendly flowers. Fascinating facts they learned included the
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

name for a male bee (a drone), the fact he has no sting and
lives for 48 days.
And it was a hive of activity at Heddon St. Andrew’s Primary
School, where pupils tried on a beekeeping suit, examined a
smoker and held real beeswax and honeycomb. The third day
saw them creating honeycomb and bee art using oil pastels,
before designing a ‘bee b&b’.
Children at Ponteland Primary School sadly missed out on ‘Bee
Week’, as pupils in its Year 6 bubble were forced to self-isolate
during the week due to Covid-19.
But the bee curriculum will continue next year, spanning the
pupils’ transition into secondary school in September.
So what did the busy little bees think about their week?
Belsay Primary School Year 6 pupil Poppy said: “The smoker
was really cool and I liked trying on the bee suit.” Year 5 pupil
Harrison added: “My favourite part about it was being able to go
outside all day and collecting information about the bees as part
of our fieldwork.”
The project was co-ordinated by Ponteland High School’s
Assistant Head Teacher (English) Sarah Routledge, supported
by volunteer Julie McGrane from education consultancy
Leading Learning.
Sarah said: “Transition into secondary school is an exciting
time for children and this is a fantastic project which spans
both Years 6 and 7. Pupils at the four primary schools clearly
loved ‘Bee Week’ and we are very grateful to all the external
organisations and professionals who visited or ‘Zoomed’ in,
ensuring the children were absolutely buzzing!”
pontnews&views
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Former WWII pilot shot down
by the Luftwaffe dies aged 100
A former WWII pilot who survived being shot
down by the Luftwaffe has died aged 100.

Ralph Brumwell signed up as a volunteer reserve pilot in
1939, learning to fly at the aircraft training centre at Hamble,
Hampshire.
He went on to fly for RAF Bomber Command from Redhill and
Brize Norton before joining 218 Sqn at Harwell, Oxfordshire.
In 1941, whilst flying a Wellington, Ralph was shot down by a
Junkers 88 and crash landed near Marham, Norfolk.
After recovering from the injuries sustained he transferred to
light aircraft duties at Newmarket, later joining 75 New Zealand
Sqn at Mepal near Ely.
Ralph was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 30
successful sorties over Germany. After leaving the RAF, Ralph
joined aerial photography company Hunting Aerosurveys in
1954 before starting his career as a passenger jet pilot at Leeds
Bradford Airport. It was here he met Bradfordian Irene, who was
working as an airline ground receptionist.
The couple were married for more than 55 years before the
former Mayor of Castle Morpeth’s death in December 2018
aged 84. They moved to Darras Hall in the early 1970s when
Ralph transferred to Newcastle Airport. He retired from BA in
1980, aged 60.

Ralph is as a young pilot.

We featured Ralph’s 100th birthday celebration in Pont News
last August. He died peacefully at home on July 10th, two
weeks short of his 101st birthday.

bar

Ralph leaves three children Jane, Lindsay and Mark and five
grandchildren Matthew, Joseph, Olivia, William and Thomas.
His funeral service was held at West Road Crematorium on July
26th where a collection was held in aid of MAF UK.

Jazz up your social life
with a rendezvous at
the Memorial Hall
Indoor and alfresco drinks
SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 12 PM - 10 PM
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: 12 PM - 11 PM
*last booking 1 hour before closing*

B OOK ON L I N E

www.fratelliponteland.co.uk
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We all need to jazz up our social lives after
more than a year of social distancing – and
Rotary Ponteland have the perfect answer!
Enjoy an evening out with foot tapping and perhaps even
dancing (if permitted) with Maureen Hall and Rendezvous
Jazz Band at Ponteland Memorial Hall from 7pm on Saturday
October 16th.
Tables will be set to make it comfortable and safe and you can
enjoy your own snacks and nibbles. There will be a cash bar
and raffle with valuable prizes. The car parking charge is £1 per
vehicle.
For tickets costing £16 contact Stewart Blair on 01661 822367.
For more information visit rotaryponteland.org.uk
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Set in an exclusive location with an
outstanding collection of 4 & 5 bedroom
detached homes with open country views

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST TODAY
pontnews&views
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Visuals of the proposed development replacing Athol House.

£4m retirement scheme
gets planning approval
Plans to replace an ageing retirement complex
in Ponteland with a new £4m development
have secured planning permission.
Karbon Homes has been working closely with award winning
architects JDDK to draw up the plans for the new building,
which will provide 34 new one and two bed apartments.
The plans for the building, designed to replace the existing
Athol House on Callerton Lane, have been approved by
Northumberland County Council.
The proposed new development has been designed to occupy
a similar footprint to the existing building, but elevated slightly
above the current ground floor level to ensure flood safety,
given the proximity of the River Pont, and moved slightly further
from neighbouring properties to ensure no loss of privacy.
Karbon says it consulted extensively with the local community,
parish and county councillors, before agreeing the scale and
style of the new building. A consultation session was held in
November 2018 to allow the architects to hear community
concerns, and the plans have been adjusted accordingly.
All Athol House residents were rehoused to alternative
accommodation of their choice and were offered extensive
support to ensure they were rehoused satisfactorily. All
residents were appropriately compensated for the disruption of
moving house.
The existing Athol House building was built in 1980 with many
small, bedsit-style flats, which did not meet modern standards –
or residents’ aspirations.
The proposed new building will provide affordable good sized
homes – 28 two bed apartments and six one bed apartments,
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compared to the smaller homes in the old building.
The new building has been designed to encourage social
interaction between the residents, and to offer them a sense of
peace and relaxation.
The architects were asked to provide a development which
meets local housing needs, and is also in keeping with the
look and feel of the village, since the site sits just outside the
Ponteland conservation area.
Sarah Robson, director of development and regeneration for
Karbon Homes, said: “We’ve tried to put forward a development
which meets the needs of the local community for high quality,
affordable housing for older people.
“We listened to the views of local residents and made some
adjustments to our original proposals to reflect their views.
“The building is intended to sit comfortably in this location,
retaining mature trees around the site, and not being sited too
close to neighbouring properties.”
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Airport drop-off charge
increased by 33 per cent
Newcastle International
Airport has blamed
challenging business
conditions for the “difficult
decision” to increase its
drop-off car parking charge
by 33 per cent.
On July 20th the Express Car Park tariff
was raised to £4 for 10 minutes - a £1
price increase on the previous charge.
Airport bosses say the new charge is
comparable with other regional airports,
and published costs for eight others
which charge between £2.50 (Teesside)
and £5 (Leeds Bradford and Manchester).
In a statement the airport said: “Due to
the restrictions placed on international
travel, the aviation industry continues to
face significant challenges. Newcastle

International Airport is experiencing a
second consecutive year of significantly
reduced passenger numbers compared
to 2019 levels. The costs of operating the
Airport continue to exceed income.”
It continued: “Due to the prolonged and
challenging business conditions we find
ourselves in we must make some difficult
decisions which will include a number of
price increases.
“These...will allow us to continue to
provide connectivity for the region during
these challenging times and to further
invest in the airport in order to attract high
quality airlines.”
The statement also reminded airport
users of alternative options including prebooked car parking for stays of one day
or more, the Metro service and taxis. The
15-minute free parking facility remains
available in the Short Stay 2 car park

and there is a free taxi waiting area at
Callerton Parkway.
Almost 5.5m customers passed through
Newcastle International Airport’s doors in
2019 prior to the pandemic, and bosses
say they are confident that the business
will return to its former strength in due
course.
For information on all of the airport’s car
parking tariffs visit newcastleairport.com

ADVERTISING FEATURE

The most important thing about
money? Knowing how much is enough
By David Lamb
When I first started writing about
the components that make up
our lifestyle, I suggested that
money was at number nine. We
eventually got there!
It doesn’t matter how much money
you have, if you don’t have quality
physical and emotional health, good
relationships, enough time, personal
fulfilment, a satisfying career, enjoyable
fun and recreation and financial
independence, you will not have a
balanced lifestyle. Life will not be
brilliant.
Remember; money could make
you happier, but love will make you
happy. I wrote this blog on the day
that Eddie Van Halen, reputedly one
of the world’s greatest guitarists, died.
According to the website Celebrity
Net Worth, his estate is worth $100m.
I would guess his family would give
every cent of this to have him back
with them.
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

Am I saying that money is not
important? No.
Money provides security and safety for
you and your family and pays for all
the necessities such as a home, food,
clothing, and general living expenses.
After the basics are covered, money
can provide funding for the fun
things in life, especially time, fun and
recreation.
An abundance of money can help
others, which can provide great
personal satisfaction. More on this in
my next column.
But money can also cause problems.
I have seen many people obsessed
with getting more and more money
and accumulating more than they
need. This usually means they spend
too long doing the things that they do
not want to do (work), saving money to
do things that they will never get round
to doing. What a waste!
Money can also cause arguments. I

think it is safe to assume that most of
these arguments are not about having
too much money.
The big question, which is a theme
that has run through this series of
blogs, is how much money is enough?
Enough to give you the lifestyle that
you want without the fear of running
out of money whatever happens.
The key to a good financial plan is
knowing how much is enough. If you
don’t know how much is enough, you
don’t have a financial plan!
A good lifestyle financial planner will
identify your (realistic) desired lifestyle,
calculate how much this lifestyle will
cost and then answer the question
‘how much is enough’? They will then
work with you, using the resources
you have available, to work towards
achieving that lifestyle.
Money underpins every other aspect
of your lifestyle. It needs to be well
managed.
pontnews&views
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Ponteland
plans a Royal
weekend to
remember
Ponteland celebrates the Queen’s 90th birthday in June 2016.

A four day festival of fun and celebration
is being planned for Ponteland to mark the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year.
The Town Council has given the go ahead for a project to
organise a series of events over the extended Bank Holiday
weekend from Thursday June 2nd to Sunday June 5th 2022.
Ponteland is applying to be a beacon town, as it has been
on previous special national occasions, including for the
Queen’s 90th Birthday in 2016. A chain of beacons will be lit
across Britain on the evening of June 2nd, marking the start of
Ponteland’s celebrations.
These can be decided in detail now that the plans by its Events
Committee have been approved by Ponteland Town Council.
Ponteland Mayor Coun Christine Greenwell said: “Covid-19 has
been tough for everyone for a long time and we want to give
people something to look forward to.

The Events Committee will be approaching schools, Church
and community leaders to discuss the plans and to involve all
age groups.
Events Committee chair Coun Karen Overbury said: “We are
keen to involve as many people as possible. The Platinum
Weekend seems to be a long time off, but there is a lot of
work ahead. We want to discuss our ideas with businesses,
groups and clubs and find out their plans, which we can help to
promote and publicise.
“Obviously, the Town Council has limited staff to organise
events but we can facilitate, co-ordinate and promote, so we are
asking people in Ponteland to help us to help them to plan four
days of fun.”
The Town Council’s website will have details of plans and more
information will be given in Pont News & Views. To discuss the
plans and what you or your organisation can do, email Coun
Overbury on k.overbury@ponteland-tc.gov.uk.

“We would like to see celebrations across the area. The village
centre will have bunting, we’d like shops and businesses to
decorate their windows and we hope there will be a large
number of parties and plans to celebrate the Queen’s 70 years
on the throne.
“We want families, friends and neighbours to start planning
now. The Town Council wants to see a range of events for the
weekend and the Events Committee is hoping to hear from
groups, organisations and individuals throughout the area with
ways they plan to celebrate and how they can help with the
Town Council’s plans.”
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Darras Hall - Autumn 2019

Warkworth - Spring 2019

Darras Hall - Summer 2019

Simply beautiful
kitchens & bathrooms

19 Main St, Ponteland, NE20 9NH
info@stonebridgeinteriors.com
01661 520251
stonebridgeinteriors.com
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

pontnews&views

9

Darras Hall - Autumn 2019

Your letters
Anger at new tourism road signs and a call for
Ministerial intervention over Green Belt housing
plans in this month’s letters...

Please remove these eyesores

Minister urged to keep Green Belt pledge

The outskirts of the Parish have been suddenly
decked out with a series of those rather drab brown
signs that are traditionally displayed to point the way
to a particular tourist attraction. In this case to Belsay
Hall and Gardens.

On July 12th I sent the following letter to Housing
Minister Robert Jenrick, copied to our local MP
Guy Opperman.

Such signs are usually modest in scale, adopting the size and
format applied to road signs generally.
However, that is far from being the case with these new arrivals
which are either ‘large’ or ‘very large indeed’. The huge sign
located on our northern outskirts, at what is designated as the
entry into the Northumberland National Park, is about the size of
the average family car and has to be the largest roadside sign ever
to be installed on a county highway verge.
They also excel with regard to frequency, directing the passing
motorist at one mile intervals around our southern perimeter and,
perhaps worst of all, two signs have found their way into the village
conservation area.
Both are installed across the footpath immediately outside
attractive stone built properties, one outside Bell Villas and
the other by the building on the bridge, known locally as the
Toll House.
These brown signs are normally only permitted in instances where
places are remote or difficult to find. This can hardly be said to be
the case with regard to Belsay Hall which is conveniently sited on
the A696, a major trunk route.
Perversely, there is only the most modest of signs at the entry drive
to the Hall in Belsay itself and any motorist relying on such signage
could well miss the entry and drive straight on by.
However, in this digital age few if any will be relying on this kind of
thing to get them to where they want to be. They will have probably
Googled the route the night before and in any case most vehicles
these days are fitted with a satellite navigation device well capable
of guiding them to their chosen destination.
I find it difficult to understand why English Heritage would consider
it beneficial to erect this array of placards; they are an historical
relic and an unnecessary visual eyesore, damaging the street
scene. Please take them away.

John Hague
High View, Darras Hall

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but
the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the
publisher. The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted
letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should
include the writer’s name and address.
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Dear Mr Jenrick,
During your interview with Trevor Phillips on Sky TV on July 4th,
whilst saying that the Government would continue with their home
building programme you emphasised “they would not be built on
the Green Belt”.
Residents in our area have recently received through the post
information from Karbon Homes, ID Partnership and Esh Living,
advising that they are going to apply for planning permission to
build 65 new homes on land on Western Way.
The area they wish to build on is Green Belt land. The former
existing nearby Green Belt land has in recent years been concreted
over during the tenure of a Conservative Government.
I write to ask you please for your written assurance that, in
accordance with your statement on TV on July 4th last, this
application to build on Green Belt land will be firmly and
instantly rejected.

Malcolm Thompson
Western Way, Darras Hall
September issue deadlines: The deadline for all copy and adverts
for the September issue is Thursday August 19th. Door to door
distribution will be from Thursday September 2nd to Wednesday
September 8th. Businesses should be aware that all bookings
for advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure
placement in the September issue. Please visit ponteland-tc.gov.uk/
pont-news-and-views for online issues and all updates.

Boost
your child’s
confidence
Liz Burrin
Kumon Instructor 07765 051136

#KumonKidsCanStudyAtHome

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

What’s on...

Ponteland Methodist Church

Weekly Sunday worship will resume in
the church on July 25th at 10am with
the provision of a bright new family area.
Thursday Toddlers, Girls Brigade and
Boys Brigade continue to meet, plus
Pilates and Zumba classes. As numbers
at some events have to be restricted
please contact Ann if you would like to
attend or would like further information
at anncooperx@gmail.com or on
01661 824347.

Carnival funfair coming to town
A traditional Carnival Fun Fair will visit
Darras Hall from Friday July 30th to
Monday August 2nd at Darras Hall Primary
School. The fair will open daily at 1pm and
feature attractions for all and everyone is
welcome for some much needed fun.
For more info email
carnivalfunfairs@tiscali.co.uk
or call Paul on 07836 350507.

Ponteland u3a
All future meetings and talks will be held
at St Mary’s Parish Centre on the first
Wednesday of each month at 2pm (Covid
situation permitting). The next two talks
will be: August 4th – Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation – South Dakota by John W
Pattinson; September 1st – The History

COACH
TOURS
2021
Jewitts Coaches would like to
welcome you to our 2021 tours.
We are a family run business
which has been operating
successful holidays for more than
40 years. Booking with us means
you can sit back, relax and let us
do the hard work for you.

of Jesmond Old Cemetery by Ray Hayes.
If you wish to join Ponteland u3a or want
further information on what we do please
call our membership secretary on
01661 824953.

Wilde Farm Outdoor Market
Wilde Farm’s Outdoor Market will be held
at Ponteland Memorial Hall from 10am to
2pm on Sunday August 8th and Sunday
August 22nd. Organisers promise a
delicious range of produce from Wilde
Farm as well as goodies and gifts from
other local businesses. Hot and cold food
and drinks will be served. Free entry, dog
friendly, pay by phone parking.
Visit: wildefarm.co.uk.

Creative writing classes
Suitable for both beginners and more
experienced writers, these classes will
inspire and encourage you to write poetry,
short fiction and memoir and to share and
develop your writing through stimulating
workshop sessions in a friendly and
supportive group. We meet on Wednesday
mornings in members’ homes/gardens
in and around Ponteland (or on Zoom
depending on current Covid regulations).
Email claire@claire276.plu.com for
more information or to arrange a free
taster session.

Portmeirion & Llandudno
14th - 18th July - 5 days

Fully Booked

Ponteland Village WI
Ponteland Village WI members are hoping
to meet as a group in the autumn, but
there are lots of opportunities to see
each other up in small groups and via
Zoom. The Walking Group, Cycling for
Softies and Walking for Softies meet
regularly. The monthly Coffee Club is
being held in members’ gardens, while
the book club and crafts group remain
on Zoom. A monthly newsletter helps
members to find out what’s going on and
to share ideas. To find out more, email
pontelandvillagewi@hotmail.com or on
Facebook, Ponteland Village WI.

Rotary Ponteland
Rotarians in Ponteland are holding their
meetings via Zoom every two weeks on
a Tuesday morning. The group organises
many local events raising much needed
funds for local charities. For more
information visit rotaryponteland.org.uk or
email info@rotaryponteland.org.uk

Ponteland Health Walks
Ponteland Health Walks meet every
Tuesday at 10.30am outside Ponteland
Leisure Centre. The free walks take
60 to 90 minutes on local footpaths.
A good opportunity to walk safely,
improve fitness and make new friends.
Assistance dogs only please. Contact
Gordon Allan on 07936 135469 for more
information or just turn up, no notice
required.

St Andrews and The Bo'ness
& Kinneil Railway
8th to 11th October - 4 days

Turkey & Tinsel in Bridlington
Liverpool & Tatton Park Flower Show
& Yorkshire Coast
Fully Booked
23rd to 25th July - 3 days
12th to 15th November - 4 days
Chester Zoo
14th to 15th August - 2 days

Thursford Christmas Spectacular
21st to 23rd November - 3 days

Isle of Wight Delights & Steam Railway
29th August to 4th September - 7 days

Turkey & Tinsel in the Lake District
26th to 28th November - 3 days

Only 2 seats left

Last few seats

Torbay & The English Riviera
27th September to 2nd October - 6 days

Turkey & Tinsel in Dunoon
6th to 10th December - 5 days

Door to Door collection points available, subject to availability & additional cost

For further information or if you would like us to send you a brochure please contact us on 01434 681 325
or email helen.jewitt@jewittscoaches.co.uk. More details can also be found at jewittscoaches.co.uk
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk
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SOS Group director John Behan (left) and Mike Booth, vice chair of Sport Newcastle.

Annual Ponteland Golf Day
tees off with funding boost
Sport Newcastle’s annual Golf Day at
Ponteland Golf Club teed off with a
sponsorship boost from a local digital office
equipment supplier.
For the charity, which has supported North East athletes and
supported young people to enjoy grass roots sports for more
than 50 years, received a £2,500 donation from Team Valleybased SOS Group.

The sponsorship deal included the Ponteland event held on
July 8th and next year’s gala dinner and awards night. SOS
Group director John Behan has also accepted a role as a
commercial ambassador with Sport Newcastle.
He said: “I’ve been passionate about sport my whole life, both
as a player and a coach, and I know it can truly change lives for
the better.
“Sport is something that attracts people from all walks of life
and there should be no barriers to achieving success. Quite
simply, if you have the ability and commitment, you should
also have the opportunities to progress. Sport Newcastle helps
ensure that is the case for local sporting talent and we all want
to see them succeed.”
This summer, athletes supported by Sport Newcastle have
travelled to Poland for the World Para Athletics European
Championships and others will be competing in the England
Athletics National Championships this summer.
Mike Booth, vice chair of Sport Newcastle, added: “Having a
sponsor that has a genuine commitment to supporting local
amateur sport matches our ideals perfectly. The last year has
been particularly hard on local sports clubs and the financial
support from SOS Group will be used to help them recover.”

Public meeting called to
discuss village hall future
A public meeting is being held next month to
discuss the future of Dalton Village Hall.
The meeting is being held at the hall on Monday September 6th
starting at 7pm. A spokesperson said: “This important special
meeting is being held to discuss the future of Dalton
Village Hall.
“We warmly welcome everyone and would greatly value your
input to this important discussion. Please support the hall – we
don’t want to lose this amazing resource to the community.”
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HAS YOUR LAUNDRY & IRONING BEEN GETTING ON TOP OF YOU?

LET THE DARRAS LAUNDRY COMPANY HELP WITH ALL YOUR LAUNDRY & IRONING NEEDS
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD WASHING
DUVETS & PILLOWS
MATTRESS PROTECTORS & BLANKETS
SHIRT LAUNDRY & IRONING
BED LINENS

SERVICE WASHES (WASH DRY & FOLD)
TABLE LINEN (WITH STARCHING OPTION)
HOUSEHOLD LINENS & SOFT FURNISHINGS
SLEEPING BAGS & THROWOVERS
DRYCLEANING

TEL: 01661 820 700

4 SELECTED GARMENTS
DRY CLEANED & HAND FINISHED
£24.95 (EXCLUSIONS APPLY)

27 BROADWAY, DARRAS HALL, NEWCASTLE NE20 9PW

www.darraslaundry.co.uk

SAVE ££££’S WITH OUR SUPER SAVER OFFERS BELOW:
WASH, DRY &
FOLD ONLY
£5 PER KILO

WASH, DRY &
FOLD ONLY
£7 PER KILO

WASH & IRON
ONLY
£9 PER KILO*

IRONING
ONLY
£6 PER KILO*

All items washed using either a
30 or 40 temperature (you decide),
tumble dried and then folded.*

All items washed dried according
to their individual care labels and
then folded.

All items washed & professionally
steamed & hand ironed. Your clothes
will be hung on hangers or folded.

All items professionally steamed &
hand ironed. Your clothes will be
hung on hangers or folded.

*(Super Saver 3 & 4 excludes formal shirts/blouses & large household items such as bedding)

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS
HIGH QUALITY REPAIR & ALTERATION SERVICE
for almost all types of clothing &household furnishings

TEL: 01661 820 700

27 Broadway, Darras Hall, Newcastle, NE20 9PW
www.darrassewing.co.uk
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk
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Crohn’s sufferer raises nearly
£1,500 with charity raffle and walk
A Ponteland beauty salon owner who took
part in a 10K charity walk and raffle has raised
nearly £1,500 for research into a painful
condition she has suffered for 20 years.

Faye Dodds, who owns Heavenly Treatments, has Crohn’s
disease - a type of inflammatory bowel disease which can lead
to abdominal pain, fatigue, weight loss and malnutrition.
She needs constant medication and a visit to a clinic for an
Infliximab drip every eight weeks to treat the condition.
Last month we featured her planned walk, which she has now
carried out with her mum Audrey Connelly and friend Tracy
Bolam. The route was changed from the original plan of Saltwell
Park in Gateshead to Darras Hall and Ponteland, with 10.4km
completed in 2hrs 11min.
Faye, 39, said: “I’d like to thank all the businesses that have
supported me with donations for the charity raffle and everyone
sponsoring me for the 10K walk.”
Prizes donated for the raffle and the winning tickets are:

Faye is pictured with friend Tracy Bolam and her mum Audrey Connelly.

Working safely throughout Covid19

• A light grey leather handbag worth over £100 – pink 201
•	Northumberland Country Zoo admission for two adults and
two children – pink 324
•	Mr Mulligans Crazy Golf for two adults and two children –
yellow 179
• £30 Co-op gift card (x2) – pink 587 and pink 516
• Beauty hamper (x4)
• – pink 846, pink 635, pink 348, pink 776
• Alcohol and chocolates hamper – pink 855
• Dog hamper from Pets at Home – pink 500
•	Dog wash and blow dry at Pawfect Paws (two) – pink 277
and pink 657
• Cat hamper from Pets at Home – pink 605
•	Full chiropody treatment at West Road Chiropody Centre –
yellow 148
•	Reiki healing treatment at New Light (two) – pink 418 and
yellow 61
• £20 to spend on Bee Healthy Products – pink 736
• £10 gift voucher to use at Q Hair Design – pink 354
•	One game of bowling for 4 people at Namco Funscape at
the Metrocentre – pink 722
• Michelangelo’s £40 Gift Voucher – pink 466
• Children’s hamper – pink 944
• Christmas hamper – pink 689
• Dobbies House plant or orchid – yellow 96
• Calligraphy pens & book set – pink 760
•	Marks & Spencer summer beauty bag – pink 790 and pink
711
•	One game of bowling for four people at Namco Funscape at
the Metrocentre – pink 722
• Facial of your choice at Heavenly Treatments – pink 218
• Massage of your choice at Heavenly Treatments – yellow 92.
Faye is still collecting sponsorship and as we went to print she
had raised £1,412. To make a donation for the charity walk,
visit Faye’s fundraising page at https://www.mywalkit.org.uk/
fundraising/faye-dodds-fundraising-page
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Local businesses rally to
support Duck Race return
Organisers of one of Ponteland’s most popular
annual events say local businesses have
rallied to offer their support.
After being forced to go virtual in 2020 the Rotary Ponteland
ducks will once again be set free on the River Pont in Ponteland
Park on the afternoon of Sunday September 5th.
As the Party in the Park event was unable to be held in June
because of Covid restrictions, some of its most popular
elements will form part of the Duck Race afternoon.
In last month’s Pont News, Rotary Ponteland called upon
local businesses to support the event by sponsoring a race
or entering a boat in a dedicated race, and they have
responded positively.
Race organiser John Cooper said: “We are pushing on with our
Duck Race plans and have had a really good response from the
local businesses. We are planning to go ahead with Duck Race
ticket sales mid-August.”
Anyone interested in sponsoring a race or a boat is asked to
contact info@rotaryponteland.org.uk and Duck Race tickets will
be on public sale in local venues nearer the event.

And they’re off…ducks racing in the 2019 event.

There will also be a “Spot the Duck” competition and an
opportunity for children to design and construct their own boat
and race it down the river.
The main charity beneficiary from this year’s event is Children
North-East, a charity celebrating its 130th anniversary this year.
More information will be published at rotaryponteland.org.uk
and their Facebook page closer to the event.

New £1m grant fund launched to
help Northumberland businesses
A new £1m grant fund
has been launched by
Northumberland County
Council to support businesses
based in the county as they
recover from Covid-19.
The Northumberland Covid Recovery
Grant fund will support businesses with
their plans for projects to help them
to recover from the impacts of
the pandemic.
Grants which are awarded will cover
40% of eligible project costs, with a
minimum grant of £6,000 and a maximum
of £20,000.  This means that projects of
values between £15,000 and £50,000 can
be supported.
Coun Richard Wearmouth, cabinet
member for corporate resources at
Northumberland County Council
said: “We are very pleased to launch
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk

this grant – and be able to support
businesses across the county as they put
in place recovery plans.
“The council has already issued a huge
£104.5m in grant support to ensure as
many businesses as possible survived
the disruption caused by the pandemic,
but we know that businesses are looking
toward recovery and this fund represents
the next phase of our support to the
local economy and the health of our
businesses.
“We have designed this grant so that
we can provide a financial support to
those businesses which have developed
projects and plans that will make a big
difference to their recovery journey.
“We have also put in place
support for businesses through
Advance Northumberland and Visit
Northumberland, and I urge people to
get in touch if they want to discuss their

proposals. We look forward to seeing
plans coming forward for consideration.”
To be eligible for the Northumberland
Covid Recovery Grant businesses must
have a significant operational base in
Northumberland, employ fewer than 250
people, and have been established prior
to April 1st 2021.
They must be able to demonstrate
significant adverse impact from Covid-19,
outline a credible and costed recovery
plan and be able to fund the other 60% of
the project costs.
There is a finite amount of funding
available in this grant fund and grants
will be considered on a first come first
served basis. The grant will be open for
applications from July 19th and, whilst
funds are available, will be open until
January 31st 2022.
More full details are available
at northumberland.gov.uk/businessgrants
pontnews&views
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Flower Show going virtual
again as Covid rates growing
Ponteland Parish Flower
Show will once again be
going virtual this year due
to the one thing no one
wants to grow – Covid
infection rates.
But despite the setback organisers of
the 44th event, traditionally held on the
second Saturday of September at the
Memorial Hall, are keeping upbeat.
Show Chairman David Goodchild said:
“Ponteland Parish Flower Show refuses
to lie down. Last year the pandemic
made it impossible for a real live show
to go ahead so technology was called
in to help. A virtual show with entrants
sending photos of their entries was very
successful and the results can still be
viewed at pontelandflowershow.co.uk.
“Everyone thought that it would be a oneoff to go in the history book for the show
but Covid says otherwise and so there
will be a virtual show again this year.
“It will cover the whole range of classes
– flowers, fruit and vegetables from the
garden but also bakery (for good looks
only), craft including woodcraft, painting
and children’s work. There’s also a
photography section so all skills are
catered for.
“We’re hearing that, in the very unusual
circumstances, lots of people have taken

Gladiolus spikes by Mike Sadler and the 3x1 Veg collection by Keith Bissett from last year’s virtual show.

the opportunity to get more involved in
their garden or allotment or develop their
craft skills or learn a new one. Now is the
time to show off what you’ve done. When
you’re harvesting your fruit and veg, pick
out the best and take a photo.
“Remember that anyone in Ponteland
and the surrounding villages can enter
but also any member of an organisation
which meets there. So tell all of your
members to get involved, even if they

don’t live locally.”
Entries are open now so get out the
phone or camera and capture your
produce or work at its very best.
Send entries to
entries@pontelandflowershow.co.uk.
The list of classes and the show rules
are at pontelandflowershow.co.uk and
the judges are all eager to see what
you’ve achieved.

Library reopens
Bookworms will be delighted to hear that
Ponteland’s new library has reopened.
Based in its new home as part of the new schools and leisure
complex at The Crescent on Callerton Lane, the library is open
Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to 4pm.
Books can be requested in three ways:
• by completing a select and collect form online
• by reserving items using a library card and pin at
my.library.co.uk
• by telephone on 01670 622401.
Staff can be contacted by email at ponteland.library@
northumberland.gov.uk or by telephone on the number above.
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Plantsplus Garden Centre

Farm Shop

Now Open
7 Days
Fresh produce from
local suppliers
Berwick Hill Road
Newcastle
NE13 6BU
Find us between Ponteland
& Seaton Burn
01661 824631

Pets & Aquatics
at Plantsplus Garden Centre

www.plantsplusgardencentre.co.uk
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk
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Award for man behind
weekly health walks
A Ponteland man who launched a weekly
healthy walking group has received an award
in recognition of his work in the community.

Kathie Keady, Sports Development Manager for
Northumberland County Council and Lorraine Oliver,
Health Walks Co-ordinator for West Northumberland, were
also present.

Gordon Allan was presented with the Sport Tynedale Award
by Edward Heslop, Chair of Sport Tynedale, outside Ponteland
Leisure Centre before the start of one of the group’s regular
Tuesday morning walks.

Presenting the award, Mr Heslop said: “Walking safely in
this well organised group has been widely enjoyed and has
enhanced the fitness and mental wellbeing of all those who
take part.
“Gordon’s and the volunteer team’s effort in establishing one
of the best attended weekly walks in West Northumberland is
to be congratulated. As normal life returns, it is so important
that groups like this are ready and waiting to welcome new and
existing walkers wanting a more active lifestyle.”
Ponteland Health Walks meet at 10.30am every Tuesday outside
Ponteland Leisure Centre. All the walks are free and are led by
a team of volunteers.
Designed to last between 60 and 90 minutes, the walks are all
on good local footpaths and require no specialist equipment
other than sunscreen, suitable footwear and a jacket to keep
you warm and dry. The walks take place in all weathers and
will continue over the winter. The distance covered each week
is between 2.5 and 3.5 miles.
Gordon said: “I live on my own and enjoy getting out for
a walk, whatever the weather. The fresh air, green spaces,
companionship and exercise can really lift my mood. Don’t
be shy, come along and join us, either on your own or with
friends. Many of our walkers look forward to a coffee and
chat after the walk.”
Ponteland Health Walks are part of the Ramblers’ nationwide
Walking for Health Scheme which is supported locally by Active
Northumberland at Ponteland Leisure Centre.
Assistance dogs only please.
If you would like more information, or just want to chat to
someone about the walks please contact Gordon Allan at
gordon.allan915@btinternet.com or on 07936 135469.
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Lauren completes English
Channel charity challenge
Former Ponteland High
School student Lauren
Hodgson has helped raise
nearly £7,000 for Alzheimer’s
Research UK after swimming
the English Channel.

She was part of a team of nine swimmers
from the University of Sheffield Swimming
and Water Polo Club, who completed
the 21 miles from Dover to Calais in an
impressive 10 hours and 50 minutes.
Lauren and her team-mates battled
through jellyfish, sea-sickness and
some huge waves in sub-14 degrees
temperatures - without wetsuits!

it for the benefit of others. I hope that
Lauren’s exploits will inspire the younger
generation of students currently in our
school to follow in her footsteps.”
Anyone wishing to donate to the appeal
for Alzheimer’s Research UK can do so
here: justgiving.com/fundraising/uosswcchannel-relay-swim

They also had to negotiate the many
vessels also doing the crossing that
day – the English Channel is the busiest
shipping lane in the world, with around
800 tankers and 200 ferries passing
through daily.
Headteacher Kieran McGrane said:
“Lauren was always an impressive
student who combined a keen intellect
with sporting prowess and dedication.
“It is wonderful to hear her still achieving
personal milestones, like swimming
the channel, but also that she is doing

Who are GreenThumb:
Find out more and visit greenthumb.co.uk

As pioneers in British lawn care,
we are the UK’s largest and
most recommended provider
with millions of treatments taking
place across the UK every year.
With over 30 years of experience,
you can rely on us to provide
your lawn with the very best care

What we do:

Our lawn care experts apply bespoke,
seasonal treatments to keep your lawn
continually nourished and weed free.
Whatever the size or condition, we
ensure that every lawn receives the
love and attention it deserves
Find out more and visit
greenthumb.co.uk/treatments

www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk
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CHESHIRE

CUMBRIA & THE LAKES

N O R T H EAST

YORKSHIRE

Sale Agreed

Sold

1 MEDBURN CLOSE

HIGHCROFT HOUSE

OLIVE GROVE

MEDB URN

THE AV EN U E | MED B U R N

THE AVEN U E | MED B U R N

Sold

161 MIDDLE DRIVE
DA RR AS HALL

Sold

76 WOODSIDE

Sale Agreed

Sold

DOING
THE
DEALS
IN
YOUR
AREA

78 WOODSIDE
DAR R AS HALL

Sold

DALESYDE

DA RR AS HALL

HIGH CALLERTO N

shhh...
We can’t even tell you
about the others

THE PRIVATE
COLLECTION
by

Finest Properties

Join our many happy clients who have
secured a successful sale with us
01434 622234
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