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Nearly 100 speeding drivers
receive warning letters
Global photojournalist
receives top industry award
Mum, 50, takes on first
marathon in Paris
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Alpine Show
flourishes in
new venue
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Thinking of retiring?
Unsure of your options?
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Speak to
a pensions
expert

For your free initial consultation
give us a call on (01661) 821110 or
email us at enquiries@cfs-ifa.co.uk
CFS Independent Financial Advisers Limited, Lower Blyth Suite,
Kirkley Hall, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 OAQ
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Belsay Woodland Burials Now Available
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Alpine plant show
attracts 700 people
A plant show run by the Ponteland branch
of the Alpine Garden Society attracted more
than 700 visitors and exhibitors from across
the UK.
The new venue for the Northumberland Alpine Plant Show Hexham Mart - proved a great success after many years in the
town’s Wentworth leisure centre, with attendance up twothirds on last year.
More than 60 exhibitors benched 500 exhibition plants, some
of whom had travelled from as far afield as Kinross, Gwynedd
and Lincolnshire, including exhibitors from ten specialist
alpine plant nurseries.
Don Peace, from Teesside, won the R B Cooke Plate for the
most first prizes in the Open Section, and the Farrer Medal
for the Best Plant in Show was awarded to Lancastrian Cliff
Booker for an outstanding pan of the very beautiful and
difficult Shortia uniflora from Japan.
Praising the facilities, Show Secretary Angus Thompson
thanked both Hexham Mart staff and group members for their
help and hard work.
Alan Newton, from the Alpine Garden Society’s North East
England group, added: “Despite the cold weather, an
outstanding display was provided. The ‘junior’ classes
in the show were particularly well competed, a credit to
local enthusiasts.”
The NE Group, which meets monthly in Ponteland from
September to May, runs the show together with the Scottish
Rock Garden Club. The next Alpine Plant Show at Hexham
Mart will be held on October 5th, when once again a wide
range of specialist plant nurseries will attend.
Cover shot: Alan Newton at the Northumberland Alpine Show. Photos
by Barry Pells.

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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Nearly 100
speeding drivers
receive warning letters
By PC 613 Lee Davison, Ponteland Neighbourhood Officer

A new face?
PC Ingrid Clayton has moved on to pastures new and is now
finding her feet in a new department. I have taken over the
reins and may be a familiar name to some. I have returned
after a period covering neighbourhood issues in West Tynedale
area, having previously been Neighbourhood Officer in the
Ponteland area for seven years. As a member of the East
Tynedale Neighbourhood Team, I will continue to work towards
addressing issues affecting the local community. In addition
to the neighbourhood role, I am also a Wildlife Crime Officer
for the Northumberland area and Community Speedwatch
Coordinator for Tynedale. Should you wish advice on any of the
above matters, please contact me.

Crime update
The last month has seen continued reports of burglary to
outbuildings and sheds and other related opportunistic thefts.
With the welcome arrival of Spring time and lighter nights,
opportunist criminals can target garden equipment, tools and
pedal cycles left unattended. Residents enjoying outdoor
activities and gardening can often leave property unattended
and property insecure. Some crime prevention advice:
•	
Please ensure when equipment is not in use that it is
locked away
• Consideration should be given to marking property so that if
items are found they can be reunited with you
• Property can be registered on line with national property
register immobilise.com
•	
Remember to lock and secure all doors and windows when
at home, please bear in mind that should you spend a lot of
time in a rear garden the front of your property is vulnerable
•	
Ensure keys are removed from locks and kept out of sight,
including vehicle keys.

Contact your local Instructor
for a free assessment.
Ponteland Study Centre
Liz Burrin 01661 823273

4

pontnews&views

Out of control dogs
There have been a number of recent reports of dog attacks
both in the town and also the outlying rural areas. Reports relate
to dog on dog attacks and also dogs worrying or attacking
livestock. Owners are reminded they have a responsibility to
ensure that dogs are kept under control at all times and that
failure to do so can lead to consequences or prosecution.
A dog seen dangerously out of control in public place and
causing injury to a person can be seized or subsequently
destroyed. There are also instances where livestock has been
found injured or even killed. Legislation does allow a farmer
or landowner authority to shoot a dog seen to be worrying
livestock (injury or death to dogs and livestock).

Community Speedwatch
The local Community Speedwatch scheme continues to be
well supported in Ponteland. The scheme is designed to
educate drivers and raise awareness of inappropriate speed in
residential areas. We currently have five regular volunteers who
deploy at a number of strategic locations at various times and
days, ensuring a visible presence and providing a deterrent to
speeding motorists. Any vehicles found exceeding the speed
limit will have a warning letter sent and may lead to a visit from
police. Volunteers have been deployed on nine occasions since
beginning of March. A total of 121 vehicles have been recorded
speeding, resulting in 99 warning letters sent to registered
keepers of vehicles.

Volunteering with Northumbria Police
Community Speedwatch is one of a number of ways that
volunteers can get involved and support policing in your
local area. Another article in this month’s edition relates to
long-time local volunteer Special Constable Jon Gray. Jon’s
continued dedication to the local community serves as a
reminder that age is no barrier to becoming a volunteer. Special
Constables are a vital part of our force and are made up of
members of the public who volunteer their time to take on the
duties of a police officer, often after carrying out a day’s work
in their full-time job. Our Specials support all areas of the force
and regularly work with response, neighbourhood and specialist
teams to help tackle crimes and police issues important to the
communities we serve. You can find out how to apply here:
careers.northumbria.police.uk/special-constabulary

Kumon’s maths and English
study programmes work to
improve your child’s skills,
develop their confidence and
inspire a passion for learning.

Fees vary. Please refer to your local study centre.

The Northumbria Police website has a number of links to
crime prevention advice. Please take time to consider crime
prevention in and around your property.

kumon.co.uk

Contact a member of East Tynedale Neighbourhood Team:
prudhoe.npt@northumbria.pnn.police.uk
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Newcastle
0191 286 0514
Unit 4C, Airport Industrial Estate,
Kingston Park, Newcastle.
NE3 2EF

Berwick
01289 306 784
135 Main Street, Spittal,
Berwick-upon-Tweed.
TD15 1RP

Designing Interiors & Creating Lifestyles Since 1982
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t all started in 1982 when two friends started out as property developers in Newcastle.
Initially importing kitchens from Germany, it soon became apparent that this was a
growing market. Taking the ambitious leap to begin manufacturing their own design-led
kitchen furniture saw the company grow and expand.
Still based in the North East of England the manufacturing and showroom sides of the
business remain strong partners focused on supplying beautiful kitchens designed by
highly skilled, friendly professionals who know that managing a project from start to
completion is the way to transform interiors and create lifestyles.
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

www.callertonkitchens.co.uk
pontnews&views
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Four decades of world
history caught on film
Ponteland photojournalist receives top industry award
A Ponteland
photojournalist who
has captured some of
the biggest moments
in world history on
film over the past
four decades has
received a prestigious
industry award.

cull of baby seals in the Gulf
of St Lawrence.

The historic global events Tom
Stoddart has caught on film
have included the fall of the
Berlin Wall in 1989, the bloody
siege of Sarajevo in 1992
and the election of President
Nelson Mandela in 1994.

Lady luck smiled on Tom,
when by chance he was at
the Berlin Wall on the historic
night of November 9th
1989 when the wall fell and
thousands of East Germans
crossed through Checkpoint
Charlie into West Berlin
to freedom.

But his long and distinguished
career started much closer to
home as a 17-year-old junior
photographer at the Berwick
Advertiser in the early 1970s.
Tom, who was born in
Morpeth and brought up in
Beadnell, later moved to Fleet
Street to work on the Daily
Mail and Daily Express before
turning freelance.
His work has since appeared
regularly in publications
such as the Sunday Times
magazine, Time, Newsweek
and Stern. Tom has also
worked closely with charities
and NGOs including
Medecins Sans Frontieres,
Oxfam, Christian Aid, Care
International and Sightsavers.
During the 1980s he worked
extensively for the Sunday
Times newspaper. In 1982 he
was in Beirut when the Israeli
forces bombed Yasser Arafat’s
besieged PLO base.
Also that year, Tom was
aboard the Greenpeace boat
‘Rainbow Warrior’ where he
shot a widely published story
about the environmentalists’
efforts to stop the Canadian
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In 1987, he was back in
Beirut with Sunday Times
foreign correspondent Marie
Colvin producing a world
exclusive report on the
horrific conditions inside the
Palestinian camp of Borj el
Barajneh where British doctor
Pauline Cutting was trapped.

In July 1991, Tom travelled
to Sarajevo to document the
civil war that was engulfing
Yugoslavia. His work from
Sarajevo was published
across the world.
Returning for the Sunday
Times magazine, Tom was
seriously injured in heavy
fighting around the Bosnian
Parliament buildings. After
a year of recovery, Tom
threw himself back into
photojournalism and returned
to Sarajevo to report on the
hardship of life in the city
during a freezing winter
under siege.
This trip confirmed Tom’s
fascination with a city that he
was to return to on a dozen
different occasions up until
the Dayton Peace Accord
in 1995.
In 1997 Tony Blair gave Tom
exclusive access for three
months to document his
election campaign as Labour
swept to victory after 18 years
of Conservative government.
His interest in photographing

On assignment last year in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, covering the Rohingya
refugee crisis

politicians continued when he
was given behind the scenes
access in 10 Downing Street
to document Prime Minister
David Cameron at work.
Tom's in-depth work on the
terrible HIV/AIDS pandemic
blighting sub-Saharan Africa
has been exhibited and
published extensively and his
documentation of British Royal
Marines in combat during the
invasion of Iraq was awarded
the Larry Burrows Award for
Exceptional Photography.
Now established as one of
the world’s most respected
photojournalists, Tom is
represented by, and works
closely with, leading global
photographic agency Getty
Images. Six years ago he left
London to return to his native

Northumberland, although his
work still takes him away on
foreign assignments.
Tom was presented with a
Lifetime Achievement Award
by the UK Picture Editors’
Guild at a dinner held at the
Honourable Artillery Company
in the City of London, to
honour his award winning
work as a photojournalist over
nearly 50 years.
The 65-year-old, of Langton
Court, Darras Hall, said: “I
was stunned when my name
was called out during the
evening as I had no idea it
was going to happen. I feel
very honoured and privileged
because the award comes
from my peers within the
industry.”
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

The first section of the Berlin Wall being pushed down by celebrating crowds on
the morning of November 10th 1989

Tom and wife Ailsa with his UK Picture Editors’ Guild award

In the dangerous suburb of Dobrinja,
Sarajevo, Meliha Vareshanovic walks proudly
and defiantly to work during the siege

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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Successful launch for monthly
health check initiative
A new initiative offering
free monthly health checks
at Ponteland Primary Care
Centre has enjoyed a
successful launch.
Ponteland Community Partnership,
which is behind the new ‘monthly
drop-in’ which provides weight
and blood pressure checks, said
there had been an “excellent turn
out” at the first event in April with
15 attendees.
The first users of the service pilot,
designed to encourage and support
healthy living, included a well known
figure in the local community, Special
Constable Jon Gray.
Ponteland’s former community beat
manager, an ambassador for the
scheme, said: “As one gets older and
exercise reduces, the waist expands.
So it’s good to take stock and get
professional guidance on what to

do to stay healthy – I will be coming
back next month.”
The new initiative, funded by the
Community Foundation, is not
an NHS service and it is stressed
it is not a substitute for a GP
appointment. But it is being hosted
by the White Medical Group for all
residents over the age of 18 and
those who work in Ponteland.
On arrival, attendees will be greeted
at the entrance of the Medical Centre
by representatives of the Community
Partnership and taken to the waiting
area. A simple record card will be
supplied to bring back on any further
visits but you will not be required
to give any personal details; this is
purely anonymous.
It is held on the second Friday of
each month from 2pm to 4pm and
the next event is on May 10th.
Special Constable Jon Gray after his first
health check.

Free post-16 student
travel sees a big rise
Free post-16 transport for students across
Northumberland has led to a seven-fold
increase in the number of young people
travelling on council commissioned services to
access further education.
A new council report shows that in the latest academic year, 877
students were accessing free transport from within the county,
compared to just 129 the previous year.
It comes after the County Council’s Cabinet scrapped post16 transport charges in Spring 2018, with the changes being
introduced for the start of the new academic year in September
last year.
In 2014, students over 16 were required to pay for their own
travel if they could access their chosen learning provider via
local bus and rail services. For those students who couldn’t
access a viable public transport network, arrangements were
made for them to travel on school buses/taxis contracted by the
Council at a cost of £600 a year per student.
This was abolished last year, with a one-off £50 fee being
introduced to help cover administration costs.
The report to the Families and Children’s Services Scrutiny
Committee adds that while the significant rise in students using
the service has led to an increase in costs to the council, this
has been budgeted for as part of the travel scheme.
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Council grant
for Stamfordham
Cricket Club
Stamfordham Cricket Club has been given
a cash boost from Northumberland County
Council to help purchase equipment to
improve the condition of their playing pitch.
The club has been awarded a grant of £2,000 from the
Council’s community chest fund that is open to community
groups, charities and young people in the county. The
money is being used to help purchase a roller, 4 x 4 tractor
and turf groomer.
Club secretary Richard Gledson said: “Our club is going
from strength to strength with many new members joining
up however this has meant that our pitches are used much
more frequently and in particular the wicket area has been
seriously overused.    
“The financial contribution from the council is very timely
and greatly appreciated and will help us invest in new
grounds maintenance equipment to replace our old and
worn machinery.”
The council’s community chest scheme aims to support
activities that will benefit and are needed by local
communities. It is open to any voluntary or community,
not-for-profit groups or organisations based in, or
predominantly serving Northumberland.
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Femi in marathon effort for her dad
A mum-of-two has completed the Paris
Marathon to raise funds for a dementia charity
supporting her Darras Hall dad.
Femi Sobo-Allen has raised almost £2,000 for Dementia Care
after completing the 26-mile course in the French capital on
April 14th in 4hr 51min.
The company secretary, from Honley, West Yorkshire, who is
married to Lee and has twin daughters Alice and Maisie aged
nine, is a former Ponteland High School pupil.
Her inspiration for the charity challenge was her mam Muriel
and dad, Nigerian-born retired doctor Yomi Sobo, 86, who is
suffering from dementia.
Femi said: “It was lovely to reach the finishing line and it was
a relief to have made the 26 miles. I won’t be doing it again – I
don’t think I have even walked that distance!
“My motivation was to do something for my mam and dad. Dad
is living with dementia and it’s not easy for either of them and
I don’t live near enough to be involved in dad’s care. It’s really
hard that dad doesn’t understand what I have done for him, but
mam does and she is ever so proud.
“I have raised almost £2,000 for Dementia Care, the charity that
looks after dad, so it was all worth the huge effort.”
Anyone wanting to sponsor Femi can do so via her justgiving
page at justgiving.com/fundraising/femi-sobo-allen

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

pontnews&views

9

Your letters
A stinging review of local plumbers, a message to the owner of a cat killed in a
road accident, and a rebuke to county council planners in this month’s letters…
Plumbing the depths for poor customer service
In early March I discovered a water leak from my toilet
cistern, a small problem but one which would have caused
bigger problems if left.
As I try to spend my money locally I began calling plumbers in
Ponteland, of whom there are a lot more than I thought. Here are
the results:
•	Plumber A - Left a message on his landline number outlining the
problem and my contact details. No one got back to me.
•	Plumber B - Spoke to the firm’s owner on his landline. We
agreed a date and time for him to come and look at the problem
and I gave him my contact details. No one turned up and no
one called me back. No reply from my recorded second call
pointing out his missed appointment.
•	Plumber C - Left a message on his mobile. No one called
me back.
•	Plumber D - Left messages on mobile and landline. No one
called me back.
I could go on, but you can no doubt fill in the rest. After a month
of this I finally called a national firm who sent someone within 36
hours, who rang ahead, did the job quickly and efficiently for what I
consider a fair price. Thank you Dyno Plumbing, part of the British
Gas set up.
Where our local plumbers do their work remains a mystery to me
but for not one to have the courtesy to at least call me back strikes
me as ill-mannered and very bad business practice.
No doubt I will now be blacklisted by our local plumbers but it
seems I already was anyway, it is just that I did not know it.

David Hedley
Rowan Drive, Ponteland

Cat was lovingly cared for after road accident
I’m so sorry that I haven’t wrote in earlier; I presumed that
the owner would have found out about their deceased
female Maine Coon cat that was found on Darras Road
early evening on February 14th via social media.
Pets at home in Kingston Park issued a statement about the
cat, who was found knocked down after running out in front
of traffic.
Myself and another lady found the cat and moved her onto a
blanket on the footpath, covering her in a cardigan before a
group of us gathered trying to phone local vets.
Pets at Home in Kingston Park were amazing, and the
traumatised lady who knocked the female cat over took her
there (may I please point out that she was very distressed and
hadn’t been speeding).

I happened to be in Pets at Home today and asked at reception
if the owner had been traced. They said sadly not, but did say
that the cat had been cremated and was at rest.
Hopefully the owner will know that the community pulled
together to ensure their cat was treated with love and dignity at
the end of their life.
Jackie Wighton
Pont View, Ponteland

County Council’s ‘disregard’ of Neighbourhood
Plan will undermine trust in democracy
In 2013 the Town Council, making use of powers derived
from the 2011 Localism Act, got together with the County
Council and five local community groups to draw up a
Neighbourhood Plan for the Ponteland Parish.
The County Council was represented on the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group by the current leader of the Council Peter
Jackson and by Coun Veronica Jones, together with two
County Council planning advisors.
Over a period of some four years and following several rounds
of public consultation a plan document was produced. In
2017 that document was presented to residents by means of a
local referendum, gained 96% support and was subsequently
adopted to act as a guide for future development.
One of the key themes to emerge was a desire by residents
to see the rural character of the place upheld, with existing
landscape infrastructure maintained and protected. This aspect
is well reflected in the various policies set out in the plan.
Given this approach and the County Council’s participation
in the plan making process it is difficult to understand, or
indeed justify, the Council’s subsequent decision to locate the
replacement Fire Station slap bang in the middle of a mature
copse of trees, resulting in the loss of some 20 of those trees.
A loss that could have been readily avoided if the Planning
Authority had adopted a proposal put forward by the Civic
Society and moved the site but a few yards further north.
This has been a sorry process. The approved Neighbourhood
Plan has been largely ignored and a significant landscape
asset has been lost, primarily because of a failure on the part of
the Planning Authority to take account of local opinion.
It can only serve to undermine public trust in the political
process, discourage members of the public from getting
involved and ultimately damage democracy.
John Hague
High View, Darras Hall

June issue deadlines: Delivery of the June issue will start on Wednesday May 29th and be completed by Tuesday June 4th. The deadline for all copy and adverts
is Wednesday May 15th. If you are aware of any missed properties please contact the editor at pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk or call (0191) 5191306. Businesses
should be aware that all bookings for advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure placement in the June issue.

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher.
The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should include the writer’s name and address.
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What’s on...
Ponteland Leisure Learning (U3A)
At our meeting at 2pm on Wednesday
May 1st in St Mary’s Parish Centre,
Margaret Dodds will talk on ‘Tyneside
Cinema Past and Present’. The U3A Choir,
with the Brinkburn String Quartet, is giving
a free concert in St Wilfrid’s Church,
Kirkharle, on Thursday May 9th at 2.30pm.
On June 5th our speaker will be Dr Aron
Mazel his title ‘Rock/Cave Painting’.
Visitors are always welcome – no charge.
Visit u3asites.org.uk/Ponteland or call
(01661) 822225.

Kirkley WI

Our guest speaker at 7pm on
Wednesday May 1st will be Norman
Rogers from the Woodland Trust. In a
change from the usual venue, the meeting
will be held in the Woodland Centre,
Kirkley Hall. Guests always welcome.
Visit: kirkleywi.wordpress.com

Ponteland NCT Reunion

Did you belong to Ponteland National
Childbirth Trust (NCT) between 1988 and
1993? Would you like to meet up with old
NCT friends over a drink? Then come
along to The Badger Pub on Thursday May
2nd at 7.30pm where we’ll be gathering in
the Function Room. For more information
contact Chris on (01661) 824196.

Ponteland Bowling Club

Ponteland Bowling Club, Darras Road,
next to the Memorial Hall, will be holding
free ‘Taster’ sessions at 10.30am on
the following dates: Saturday May 4th,
11th, 18th and 25th as well as 2pm on
Saturday May 18th. Come and give
bowls a try, all equipment provided.
Visit: pontelandbowls.com

Callerton Garden & Flower Club

Judith Watker will be illustrating her theme
of ‘All that Jazz’ at our meeting at 2pm
on Wednesday May 8th in the lounge at
Ponteland Memorial Hall. Visitors always
welcome (£7).

Friends of Kirkley Hall

At 7pm on Wednesday May 8th at Kirkley
Hall our guest speaker Dr Ian Roberts
will tell us how droving was a hugely
important aspect of farming across
Northumberland for more than 1,000 years.
On June 12th keen diver Ben Burville
will reveal the mysterious underwater
world off the Northumberland coast. No
booking necessary. Charge £3 for nonmembers and £2 for members. Contact
friendsofkirkleyhall@gmail.com or 07551
974955 or visit friendsofkirkleyhall@yahoo.com
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Ponteland Lions Club

Our next business meeting will be on
Wednesday May 8th at 7.30pm in Merton
Hall with a social event later in the month.
Visitors are always welcome. Our Charity
Fund bookstall will be at Waitrose on
Saturday May 25th from 9am to 4pm.
Contact us on 0345 8339913 or visit
our website.

Royal Northern Sinfonia: Gran
Partita

A concert at St Mary the Virgin, Ponteland,
on Saturday May 11th at 7.30pm. A
showcase for RNS’ complete wind section
plus guests, directed by Steven Hudson
(oboe), focusing on Mozart’s much-loved
Gran Partita, famously featured in the
Oscar-winning blockbuster Amadeus.
Programme also includes pieces by
Debussy, Strauss, and more. Standard
tickets £15, Under 18s £5 available at
sagegateshead.com/event/rns-springchamber-tour or via the ticket office on
(0191) 443 4661.

Christian Aid Week 2019

From May 11th to 18th volunteers from
the four denominations represented in
Ponteland will be distributing Christian
Aid Week envelopes to homes, returning
a few days later to collect them. Please
give generously. The charity works in 37
countries worldwide, with people of all
faiths and of none; this year’s campaign
focuses on the provision of safe maternity
services in Sierra Leone.

Ponteland Senior Gentlemen’s
Club

John Derry will speak on ‘The Man
Who Lost Three Kingdoms’ at our AGM
on Monday May 13th at 2.30pm in the
lounge of Ponteland Memorial Hall.
Visit: pontelandsgc.co.uk

North East England Group of the
Alpine Garden Society  
At 7.30pm on Monday May 13th we
are holding our 70th anniversary
celebration at Ponteland Social Club
(CIU), Merton Way. The charge to visitors
is £2. Contact neegroup@agsgroups.org
or alpinegardensociety.net/groups/NorthEast-England or facebook.com/groups/
AGSNEE.

Ponteland WI

Our annual meeting is being held at 7pm
on Tuesday May 14th in the lounge of
the Memorial Hall, when members will be
brought up to date with the happenings
throughout the year.

Ponteland Village WI
Our annual meeting is at 7.30pm on
Tuesday May 14th in St Mary’s Parish
Centre and include a baking competition
– and lots of cake! Our subgroups include
dining out, a book and film group, walking
group plus theatre and film group. Find us
on Facebook: Ponteland Village WI.

Ponteland Community
Partnership
Come to observe a meeting and share
your ideas, concerns and expectations
for improving the quality of life in
our community. All welcome. Our
next meeting at the Memorial Hall
is our AGM at 7pm on Wednesday
May 15th (enter via back door). Visit:
pontelandcommunitypartnership.co.uk

Bring & Buy Sale
Ponteland Bowling Club is holding a Bring
& Buy Sale on Saturday May 18th from
10.30am. This event, selling cakes and
garden produce, is in aid of the Motor
Neurone Disease Association. If you can
help in any way by donating cakes, plants
or money please join us on the day or call
in with your donation at the club house.
Bowling taster sessions will also be held
on the morning.

Embroiderers Guild
Ponteland Branch
On Monday May 20th from 2pm to 4pm at
the Memorial Hall, Darras Road, we have
a mini workshop – 3-D vegetable plot,
part 1 (part 2 in June) by Anne Hefford. All
welcome, £4. Contact: Secretary Penny
Ford at penelopeford636@btinternet.com
or (01670) 788278.

Railway and Archive Films
Railway and Archive Films will be shown
on Saturday 25th May at 3pm and 7.30pm
in St Mary’s Parish Centre, Thornhill Rd,
Ponteland. Admission free.

Party in the Park
This year’s Party in the Park will be in
Ponteland Park on Sunday June 9th from
1pm. Admission £1 (children under five
free). Entertainment will include Ponteland
Community Band, the Jill Errington
Dancing Group, Ponteland Rock Choir,
Darras Hall Primary School Ensemble, a
funfair, Punch & Judy, climbing wall, and
bouncy castle. See article on p14.
pontnews&views
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Latest news from
Mental health charity champion receives
Council award
A mental health charity champion who has raised
awareness to thousands of people is this year’s recipient
of the Town Council’s Meritorious Service Award.

community for their support and said he was “humbled
and honoured”.
The award was made during the Annual Town Meeting of
Local Government Electors, which preceded the monthly
Town Council meeting.

Gordon Allan co-founded the Sally Allan Fund following the
tragic death of his wife, who went missing on Boxing Day 2015
and was found in early February in the River Tyne.
The charity has raised more than £35,000 and delivered the
Sally Allan Mental Health Presentation to 150 organisations and
4,000 people.
Gordon is an ambassador for Tyneside and Northumberland
MIND, assisting with promotion and fundraising. The father-ofthree is also a driving force behind the Being Active Matters
project with Talking Matters Northumberland which recruits a
volunteer workforce to support people with mental health issues
and get them into physical activity.
Gordon secured £172,000 in funding and visits both GP
practices and Town and Parish Councils across West and North
Northumberland for the project.
On May 7th he launches new volunteer-led health walks in
Ponteland as part of the Ramblers National Walking for Health
campaign, with referrals from local GP practices.
Gordon, who was accompanied by his family and friends as
well as the Chief Executive of Tyneside and Northumberland
MIND Alex Young at the presentation of the award by the Mayor
Alan Varley, thanked Ponteland Town Council and the local

New youth services being launched
New youth services are being introduced in Ponteland in May,
after the Town Council commissioned local charity NE Youth,
which provides a range of youth services in the North East. NE
Youth will be carrying out outreach work on two evenings a
week in Ponteland for the next year.

Police ask for funding for ANPR camera
POST BOX
BAR - CAFE - BISTRO

New lunch menu
with Springtime salads & hearty main meals

SUNDAY LUNCH

EVENING BISTRO

Roast beef, pork or chicken
with seasonal vegetables
Vegetarian & vegan available

Every Friday & Saturday

Breakfast served until 12pm
Brunch menu available all day

‘Wonderful evening, great food,
superb quality’
‘Food was absolutely amazing, staff
were lovely, a perfect experience’

Northumbria Police has asked the Town Council to fund
an automatic number plate recognition camera (ANPR) for
Ponteland to assist local crime prevention. Councillors agreed
to the request in principle, but asked the Clerk to arrange
a meeting with the force to obtain more information before
approving the expenditure.

Shrub planting planned for new car park
New shrubs are to be planted at the new car park at the back of
Merton Way. The Council approved a £500 budget in response
to a request from the Highways Working Party. Trees are not
allowed in the area due to the level of services at the location.

Path improvement works agreed for cemetery
Improvement works for the tarmac paths at Prestwick
Cemetery have been agreed, at a cost of £11,200, following a
recommendation from the Cemetery Committee. New fees from
May 1st were also agreed and a new information leaflet is
being completed.

Grant applications
The Town Council approved a grant of £100 to Northumberland
Pride as a donation towards its events being held in the county.
01661 598054
www.postboxcoffee.com

12

pontnews&views

This report is based on the minutes of the Town Council meeting held
on April 10th.
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Rep re-enacts 17th century witch trials
By Lesley Eltringham
A famous play based on the true story of
the Salem witch trials in 17th century
colonial Massachusetts was the subject
of Ponteland Rep’s latest production.
Arthur Miller’s The Crucible
recounts the events of 1692
and 1693 when more than
200 people were accused of
practising witchcraft and 20
were executed.
A complex and difficult play,
the society challenged it with
enthusiasm, determination
and energy. This all paid
off with an extremely
professional production
which the audiences at
the Memorial Hall really
appreciated, with a standing
ovation on one night and
extremely positive feedback.
The Crucible is a lengthy
performance with a large
cast, but the actors steadily
and relentlessly learned
complex lines.
Peter Woodward joined
the Rep for the first time
to play an assertive and
convincing Danforth, while
Jules Stevenson Warrender
was performing only for
the second time on stage
as Elizabeth Proctor. Her
portrayal of controlled
terror and despair was so
it had some of the audience
in tears.
Once again one of the
Rep’s stars, Jonny Woollett,

played a supreme John
Proctor, revealing anger and
vulnerability in equal shares.
Durham University student
and a member of the Rep
since she was in the Preppies
(the Rep’s Youth Theatre),
Amber Covington as Abigail
Williams portrayed a troubled
but dangerous girl without
scruples to capture her man.
Meanwhile Zoe Buckthorp
played a frightened and
confused young woman
with some very dramatic
moments. Jonny, Amber
and Zoe are previous NODA
award winners and continue
to impress us on stage.
Carole Davies directed
this production with her
usual professionalism
and resilience and is now
retiring in this role. The
Society owes so much to
her talents, knowledge and
organisational skills.
Ponteland can be proud of
its local talent and of a lively
community society which
welcomes any newcomers,
including young people
interested in the Youth
Theatre, Preppies. See the
website on pontelandrep.co.uk
for more details.

REGIONAL ESTATE AGENTS

Great Service | Great Fees | Great Marketing!

The Smarter Way!

11 West Road, Ponteland.

01661 829164

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

1b Salters Road, Gosforth.

0191 9172232
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Hundreds of families expected
for annual party in the park
Hundreds of families are once again expected
to enjoy an afternoon of entertainment in
the park at one of the biggest events in
Ponteland’s social calendar.
This year’s Party in the Park will be held in Ponteland Park on
Sunday June 9th from the earlier start time of 1pm.
The crowds will be entertained by Ponteland Community Band,
the Jill Errington Dancing Group, Ponteland Rock Choir and
Darras Hall Primary School Ensemble.
Other attractions will include a fun fair, Punch & Judy, a
climbing wall, a bouncy castle, alongside food and refreshments
and various stalls promoting local organisations, charities and
small businesses.
The event is, as usual, organised by the Christian Churches
together in Ponteland - St Mary’s, St Mathew’s Catholic Church,
Ponteland Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church.
The objective of Party in the Park is to create a social gathering
for families and children in Ponteland and to support local
charities, and last year more than 2,000 people attended.
The admission charge at the gates will be £1 (children under
5 free).
Children enjoy young dancers at last year’s event. Photo by Barry Pells.
GreenThumb-ADG-424-90090-Newcastle-Advert-PRINT.pdf
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Get planning for the annual
Ponteland Parish Flower Show!
By Mike Sadler
Keen gardeners and people
with a talent for handicrafts,
photography, cooking and
wine making are being
urged to start planning for
this year’s Ponteland Parish
Flower Show.

But you may also want advance notice of
this year’s new topics for photography,
namely flowers, Northumberland,
Ponteland village life, clouds and animals
- and for children ‘my holidays’ - so do
get out there with your cameras during

the summer.
The show will again also feature flower
displays staged by local flower clubs.
Prizewinning leeks at last year’s show. Photo
courtesy of Ponteland Online.

This, our 42nd show, will this year be
held on Saturday September 14th at
Ponteland Memorial Hall.
In addition to the extensive traditional
flower, fruit, and vegetable classes for
the gardeners amongst you, there are
again plenty of classes for cookery,
photography, handicraft, wines and
spirits and for children.
Show schedules listing all the various
categories, including revised cookery
and children’s classes, will be published
in July.

www.house-of-couture.co.uk

Stunning prom gowns to beautifully
designer evening wear.
Amazing quality products at
affordable prices!

SATURDAY 18TH MAY
12:00-3:00PM
PONTELAND MEMORIAL HALL
NE20 9NX
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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Did you know we can now test your
hearing as well as your sight?
We offer a fully independent Audiology service, a FREE Hearing
Assessment and a 60 day Full Refund Satisfaction Guarantee.

FREE
Hearing
Test

Our Hearing Care is designed to offer you the best impartial advice
and recommendations. Be assured our experienced and highly
skilled Audiologist will provide a thorough and professional service
plus ongoing support for your future needs.
We provide the very best digital hearing aid systems in the world.
Contact us today on 01661 823 374 or find us at 25 Main Street,
Ponteland to schedule your FREE HEARING TEST.
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Cornwall students take on free travel
charity challenge…and end up in Ponteland!
Three Cornwall students hit the headlines
after travelling to Ponteland without spending
any money to raise money for mental health
charity Samaritans.
Hannah Wakely, Charlotte Agnew and Will Dax completed the
500-plus mile journey from Falmouth via London mostly by rail,
as well as hitch-hiking.
The trip was part of the annual Jailbreak competition which
sees teams go head to head to get as far away from the
starting point as possible relying on the kindness of strangers
and negotiating with travel companies.
Will told the Falmouth Packet: “We had to persuade GWR train
guards about the charity’s importance, and they allowed us to
travel from Penryn to London Paddington. We then made our
way to Heathrow Airport but couldn’t get a free flight to leave
the country.

“Most people just ignored us and our progress stopped. After
hours of waiting we managed to get a couple of lifts to a town
called Ponteland outside of Newcastle, 40 miles from the
Scottish border where our challenge ended.

“Instead, we decided to head across London to Kings Cross
Station, where we just managed to secure a last minute train
to York where guards kindly let us on. It was very stressful not
knowing where we would sleep and where we were going.

“This experience has been a huge eye opener as one small
kind act from someone can make a huge different. I would like
to thank GWR and all the kind people who help us along the
way and donated to the charity.”

“The second day was much harder, and the trains were much
less friendly. We got asked to leave the train at Newcastle so
we had to hitch a lift. This was probably the hardest part of
our journey.

If you would like to donate to the team's chosen charity, visit
their Instagram page @seayoulaterjailbreak.
Falmouth University students Hannah Wakeley, Will Dax and Charlotte Agnew
travelled 500 miles to Ponteland without spending a penny
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SPRING SALE WHILE STOCKS LAST
RRP £499

NOW £459

Aperitivo a Pranzo

RRP £219

NOW £174

RRP £689

NOW £599

Lunch and
Bottomless Drinks
Friday | 12pm - 5pm | £25 pp

RRP £629

NOW £589

CALL 0191 2367474 OR 01670 512793
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, NE61 6JN | www.maxhire.co.uk

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

View the

Aperitivo a Pranzoo menu on
our website

Management reserve the right to withdraw or
decline any offer at any time.

T&Cs apply

Booking Required
pontnews&views
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Ponteland Community High School Report
Players excel in Regional Badminton Finals
Two Ponteland High
teams put on a medal
winning performance
at the Regional
Badminton Finals.
The KS4 team - Ethan
Bullimore, Matthew Grant,
Daclan Mao and Andrew
Miller (pictured) won their
first two matches but an
injury to Matthew Grant in the
first rubber against Gosforth
meant the team had to be
satisfied with the silver medal.
In the KS3 competition, the
experienced quartet of Ollie
Edmondson, Jamie Grant,
Jack Tilbury and Hugh

Twelves were up against
very strong opposition
from Newcastle, Durham
and Teesside.
Winning the first match 5-0
filled them with confidence
going into the crunch match
against Hummersnott
(Darlington). Losing the two
singles rubbers put a great
deal of pressure on the
doubles partnerships but the
boys responded admirably,
winning all three.
This meant they went into the
last rubber needing victory
against Gosforth High to
ensure victory overall and a
trip to the National Finals in
Milton Keynes in May.

Boccia team book place
in national finals
Our boccia team is off to the national finals
in Hertfordshire after success at both the
Northumberland Boccia Championships
and regional final.

The boys did not flinch and
won convincingly.
Allan Atkinson, Head of PE
said: “I am really proud of

both teams, they are a credit
to the school and great
ambassadors for the game
of badminton.”

Prince’s Trust students go wild
at Beamish adventure park
Students were treated to a teambuilding day
at Beamish Wild Adventure Park as reward
for their efforts on the Prince’s Trust course.
The 14 Year 10 students participated in different activities
including shelter building, archery and the Leap of Faith
challenge, and described the day as “a terrific experience”,
“amazing”, “fun” and “very enjoyable”.

Despite losing the opening match in the regional final, the
team won the remaining pool games to qualify for the
semi-finals. In what was a very tense match the team
prevailed - winning by one point.
In the final, a young Chantry team put up a great fight but
Ponteland’s experience shone through and the team won
convincingly 4-1.
The team have now qualified for the national finals, a great
achievement and a reflection of all the hard work and practice
the players have put in over the year.
Winning team: Ava Wilson-Hope, Jess White and Tom Fretwell
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See your smile transformation
before you commit to Invisalign

Before

After

With our new Itero Element® scanner, you no longer
need to have your dental impressions taken.

Book your FREE smile evaluation today!
(01661) 872979
higginsandwinter.co.uk
info@higginsandwinter.co.uk
Higgins & Winter Dental Practice, 17 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
OPENING TIMES:
Monday 9am - 5.30pm, Tuesday 8am - 8pm, Wednesday 8am - 7pm,
Thursday 8am - 8pm, Friday 8am - 4.30pm, Saturday 9am - 12noon

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

*Smile evaluation appointment may be carried
out by a Treatment Coordinator

pontnews&views
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New walking group
launches next week
A new walking group is being launched next
week to help the people of Ponteland get fitter,
healthier and happier.
The new group is part of Walking for Health, a national network
of more than 350 local walking groups. Its launch follows
an appeal by local resident Gordon Allan earlier this year to
establish a team of trained volunteers to run the Walking for
Health walks in Ponteland.
Starting on May 7th, the walks will take place every Tuesday,
meeting at 10.30am at Ponteland Leisure Centre, with
assistance dogs only.
Volunteer group leader Gordon Allan said: “Walking for Health is
England’s largest network of volunteer supported health walks,
with nine groups already operating in West Northumberland.
“Lasting between 60 and 90 minutes the walks are all on good
footpaths and require no specialist equipment other than
sunscreen, a pair of stout walking shoes/trainers and a jacket to
keep you warm and dry.

“The initial walks have been chosen to enable those not used
to walking to build up their confidence and fitness. So, don’t be
shy, come along and join us, you will be guaranteed a warm
and friendly welcome. Our volunteers will make sure everyone
is safe and nobody gets left behind.”
The initiative has been welcomed by the Practice Managers at
both Ponteland and White Medical Groups. Abigail Stewart, of
Ponteland Medical Group, said: “These regular, short walks,
are ideal for people who want gentle exercise and enjoy being
outdoors. Whilst taking time to enjoy nature, socialising and
meeting new friends is good for your wellbeing.”
James Young, at White Medical Group added: “Walking is one
of the simplest and best ways to improve both your physical
and mental health and our practice is keen to promote these
walks to patients.”
For more information, to volunteer, or just to chat to
someone about the walks contact West Northumberland
Health Walks Co-ordinator Lorraine Oliver on (01670) 622368
or at loliver@activenorthumberland.org.uk or local walks
leader Gordon Allan on 07936 135469.

Count your steps on
revamped bridleway
Another fitness opportunity is also being
launched this weekend on the revamped
bridleway from Callerton Lane to the Airport.
New display panels have been added to the recently installed
information pedestals which show the number of steps to be
walked in both directions and there are perch benches if you
need a rest on route.
The counted steps initiative has been led by Ponteland
Community Partnership with the support of the Community
Foundation’s “Out & About” fund. The aim is to encourage
residents to improve their general wellbeing and to provide an
alternative to a gym as an aid to health recovery.
The project supports the Northumberland’s Joint Health
and Wellbeing Strategy 2018-2028, a joint responsibility
of Northumberland County Council and the NHS Clinical
Commissioning Group. The overall aim is to maximise the
wellbeing and health of Northumberland’s residents and
reduce inequalities.
The launch event is being held at 11.30am on Saturday May
4th at Callerton Lane car park with volunteers, councillors
and Community Partnership supporters including the CPRE,
BBC Radio Newcastle presenter Marianne Foster and MP Guy
Opperman. All are welcome to attend, then do the walk!
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Dave Taylor receiving his Lifetime
Achievement Award’ at the annual
Life List Awards.

Darras Hall chef raises 25K
to mark 25 years at hospice
A Darras Hall chef has met
his target of raising £25,000
to mark his 25 years working
at St Oswald’s Hospice in
Newcastle.
Dave Taylor set out on his personal
challenge back in 2012 when he carried
the Olympic torch, as he explained: “I
wanted to raise £25,000 for the 25 years
I’ve worked here. I chose to raise money
for St Oswald’s because I see first-hand
the care being provided at the hospice.”
Dave also volunteers in the hospice’s
fundraising team at various events
throughout the year and helps spread
the word about the work St Oswald’s
does throughout his local community.
He was recognised for his fundraising
efforts at St Oswald’s annual Life List
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Awards, with the very special honour of
our ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’.
Dave said: “I was chuffed, it meant a lot
to me to be recognised at the awards.
I’m still going to continue fundraising
as I have a few ideas. I wanted to
say thank you to everyone who has
supported me.”
His fundraising challenges have
included running the Great North Run,
Coast 2 Coast bike ride and trekking to
the summit of Kilimanjaro. He is also a
keen supporter of the annual New Year’s
Day Ponteland Wheelbarrow Race,
which he has completed for the last five
years with a kitchen sink strapped to
his back.
Danielle Harvey, Senior Fundraiser
at St Oswald’s, said: “Dave is a true
ambassador of St Oswald’s Hospice and

an inspiration to us in his fundraising
efforts and to those wanting to take on a
challenge, big or small.
“He has been a huge support to the
hospice by actively campaigning to
raise money and awareness of the
care and support we provide to our
local community.
“In doing this, Dave has helped us to
establish some wonderful connections
in the Ponteland area, especially with all
parties involved in the organisation of
the annual Wheelbarrow Race. Thank
you to everyone involved, including the
community in Ponteland who have been
extremely generous over the years.”
To find out more about St Oswald’s
and how you can get involved visit
stoswaldsuk.org or call the Supporter
Care team on (0191) 246 9123.
pontnews&views

21

New fund to help groups
with outdoor events
A new fund has been launched to help local
groups with the running of outdoor events in
Northumberland following the scrapping of
free support.

financial support for the first year to those community groups,
clubs, charities and local councils that have previously received
free support services from the County Council.
“This support will enable them to have some more time to
review and plan how they can organise and fund their events,
so in future years they are financially sustainable.
“By seeking to recover these costs we are able to safeguard
other key front-line services that ensure the county remains an
attractive place to live, work in or visit.”

The fund has been introduced as the county council changes
the way it deals with events as part of its budget savings plans
for 2019/20.

Application forms and more information on how to apply are
available on the Council’s website at northumberland.gov.uk
searching for “‘Community Chest”.

The authority had previously provided free support services
to the organisers of a wide range of local community, cultural
and sporting events, which included provision of traffic
management and other services such as rubbish collection
and litter picking.

Event organisers are advised to apply as quickly as possible
as applications will be considered on a first come, first served
basis, until the event fund has been fully allocated.

But from June 1 the Council will no longer offer these services
free and will seek to recover the costs it incurs if requested to
provide these services to event organisers.

Alternatively for further information groups can write to:
Community Regeneration Team, Economy and Regeneration
Service, Place Directorate, Northumberland County Council,
County Hall, Morpeth NE61 2EF.

This will apply to all events with the exception of Remembrance
Day Parades and Armed Forces Parades, which will continue to
receive support free of charge.
Paul Jones, Director of Local Services, said: “We greatly value
the contribution that cultural, sporting, community and other
events make to the quality of life and economy of our county
and want to help event organisers to adjust to the changes
over the coming year.
“Our new Event Fund will provide some one-off transitional

The deadline for the second round of applications will be
Monday June 17th.

Coffee morning
to support World
Transplant
Games team
Ponteland United Reformed Church is hosting
a coffee morning to support a local team
taking part in the World Transplant Games in
Newcastle/Gateshead this summer.
The event, being held from 10.30am on Saturday July 6th at
the church on Broadway, Darras Hall, will include a cake stall
and raffle.
All proceeds are going towards the Freeman Hospital
Newcastle Adults Transplant Team, which is competing in the
Games from August 17th to 24th.

Barista coffee - speciality teas
Homemade scones and cakes
Hot food, breakfasts, takeaway
Open seven days a week
Free parking and free WiFi

01661 871094

Thorneyford Farm, Kirkley, Ponteland, NE20 0AJ
FIND US ON
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SELF DRIVE
MINI - EXCAVATORS & DUMPERS
TOOL & GARDEN MACHINERY

HIRE

WOODCHIPPER / STUMP GRINDER
SALES & SERVICING
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & SMALL TOOLS
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Bridgemoor at Jameson Manor, Off North Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE20 0BL

The wait is over...
Ashberry Homes are proud to announce
their launch at Jameson Manor.

Life simplified.

Bridgemoor at Jameson Manor is a delightful
collection of new 3 and 4 bedroom homes in
Ponteland that enjoys an enviable rural location,
yet is just a short drive from the town centre and
around eight miles from the vibrant
city of Newcastle upon Tyne.

Prices from £279,995 to £440,000

Ashberry
Home Exchange

Visit our brand new sales office today to find out more
or call: 07970 637 270.

www.ashberryhomes.co.uk
Sales Centre open, Friday – Monday 10:30am – 5:00pm, Thursday 10:30am – 7:00pm
Tuesday - Wednesday Closed.
Computer generate images are indicative only. Specification on site may differ. *Home Exchange is only available on selected properties and is subject to eligibility criteria. Home Exchange cannot
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