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County council faces external
challenge to housing plans
Library housing scheme
reduced in size after protests
Plans in for new school
for Darras Hall
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Record turnout
raises barrowload
of cash for charity
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Thinking of retiring?
Unsure of your options?

Speak to
a pensions
expert

For your free initial consultation
give us a call on (01661) 821110 or
email us at enquiries@cfs-ifa.co.uk

EXECUTIVE 8 SEATERS AVAILABLE

CFS Independent Financial Advisers, Lower Blyth Suite,
Kirkley Hall, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 OAQ

CFS Independent Financial Advisers is a trading style of Connacht Financial Services

PONTELAND
GOLF CLUB
VENUE FOR HIRE
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“One of Northumberland’s finest!
Excellent catering & bar facilities.”
Golf North East

Our recently refurbished dining
room is the perfect venue for
any private and intimate occasion
We cater for all occasions including christenings, birthdays,
anniversaries and weddings. We also cater for funerals, providing
a sympathetic and professional service. Our function room can
hold up to 100 guests.
We offer a range of hot and cold buffets along with a formal
menu for seated dinners.
Our professional and attentive team ensures that you have the most
pleasant and effortless time during your function.
With a wealth of experience - both front of house and in the kitchen we guarantee that we can cater for your every need.

Call now for availability

01661 822 689
Pont News & Views is published by Ponteland Town Council in conjunction with Ponteland Community Partnership. Inclusion of articles and advertising in Pont News & Views
does not imply Ponteland Town Council’s or Ponteland Community Partnership’s endorsement, agreement or approval of any opinions, statements or information provided.
If you would like to submit an article, feature or advertise contact: T. (0191) 3408422 E. pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk W. Westray, 16 Sunniside Lane, Cleadon Village, SR6 7XB.
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Record number
of entrants for
Wheelbarrow Race
A record turnout helped the annual Ponteland
Wheelbarrow Race on New Year’s Day raise
almost £2,000 for St Oswald’s Hospice and
Tynedale Hospice at Home.
The event, organised this
year once again by Ponteland
Rugby Club and Ponteland
41 Club, along with the
Blackbird Inn, is one of
Ponteland’s biggest social
occasions of the year and has
been held for over 700 years.

and Richard Leiper, while the
ladies’ race winners were
Jo Shallcross and Michi
Herlbauer. Amy Geddes
and Drew Slater, who both
play rugby at Ponteland
Rugby Club, came first in
the junior race.

The one mile circular dash
which starts and ends at the
Blackbird Inn attracted its
largest number of 60 entrants
this year, and organisers
say a huge crowd came out
to support them.

Jewsons of Ponteland kindly
loaned the wheelbarrows.

There were three races - an
open race, a ladies’ race and
a junior race. The winners of
the open race were James
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Danielle Callender, Fundraiser
at St Oswald’s said: “We
are delighted to have raised
such a lot towards the work
of St Oswald’s and Tynedale
Hospice.”
Cover shot and p3 images by
Nick Clark Imaging.
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Extra patrols continue
in disorder crackdown
By Sgt Gary Simpson,
East Tynedale Neighbourhood Team Sergeant

Extra patrols continue in Ponteland in a
crackdown on disorder for offences including
criminal damage and public order.
There were 12 reports of disorder in the month to January 19th,
with the vast majority relating to youth disorder mainly on a
Friday and Saturday evening in Ponteland.

PC Rowell is an experienced officer, who is already established
in the East Tynedale Neighbourhood Team and has also worked
in Neighbourhood Policing in the Morpeth area. PC Rowell will
be responsible for issues in Ponteland town centre, maintaining
liaison with partner agencies and the schools in the area. He
can be contacted via 101 or email at
dean.rowell.8950@northumbria.pnn.police.uk

Officers from the Neighbourhood Team, supported by
members of the Special Constabulary and officers from the
Northumbria Police Mounted Section, continue to conduct
patrols in the area.
There were 16 reported crimes between January 1st and
January 19th, which breakdown as follows:
• six burglary dwelling (mainly to sheds)
• five damage to motor vehicles
• one assault (minor injury)
• two theft offences      
• one public order offence
• one theft (shoplifting).

Think crime prevention this autumn
Typically at this time of year police can see a rise in the
numbers of burglaries to homes and sheds as the darker
evenings can make it easier for criminals to slip inside insecure
properties under the cover of darkness.

Local police surgeries will take place on the following dates:

It just takes a few seconds to check that your doors and
windows are locked securely. They are the first defence against
a burglar, and will give you peace of mind. A front door left
unlocked makes it easy for a criminal to get into your home and
steal a phone, wallet, purse or car keys.

Sat March 4th – 11am to 12noon Co-op, Broadway, Ponteland
with CSO Paul Cotterill

New addition
PC 849 Charlie Cross has recently retired from the Police
Service. He is being replaced by PC 8950 Dean Rowell.

Saturday March 4th – 10am to 11am Merton Hall, Ponteland
with CSO Paul Cotterill

If you have any information regarding the above or any other
incidents, please call us on 101 or email
easttynedale.npt@northumbria.pnn.police.uk.
For further information regarding events, local news, crime
prevention advice and our Neighbourhood Priorities in the East
Tynedale area, please visit our website at northumbria.police.uk

Simpson Home
and Pet Sitting
Putting your mind at ease…

References given on request
Fully insured!

For info call 07719 990 817
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Garden Village investment
welcomed by local housing expert
An affordable housing expert with nearly 60 years of sector experience has joined
the Dissington Garden Village project team. Alan Kilburn OBE, who has lived in
Darras Hall for the past four decades, explains why he is supporting the plans.
Now retired, Alan Kilburn
has lived in Darras Hall
for 40 years and spent
his entire career of 58
years working in the
social housing sector.

traffic and flooding. The
undertaking by Lugano
to provide a road to
bypass Ponteland and to
provide flood alleviation
is very welcome.

He was Chief Executive
of Home Group (formerly
North Housing) from
1976 to 1998 and then
served as a Non-Executive
Director for Barratt Homes
and as Chairman of the
Affinity Sutton housing
association until retiring
in 2010.

“The fact Lugano bought
the land at agricultural
value is huge – it’s great
to see how that enhanced
land value can be
redistributed. Where
else would the money
come from to do the
very things that are most
needed in Ponteland?”

With a nationwide
reputation, he was asked
by Lord Matthew Taylor –
a government advisor
on new garden
communities who is on
the Dissington Garden
Village project team – if
he would be prepared to
lend his expertise.

Alan also believes the
garden village, with
its proximity to the A1,
could help attract inward
investment and bring
another major employer
to the region. He said:
“Would it not be good
to attract another
Nissan or Hitachi to the
North-East?”

Alan had objected to
Lugano Property Group’s
planning application for
a 280-home scheme at
Birney Hill in 2013 but is
supporting its plans for
Dissington Garden Village
and has agreed to assist
the project team.
He explained why:
“Dissington Garden Village
is not to be compared
with a relatively small
scheme. It will be selfsufficient. I see it as a
Northumberland garden
village, not in Ponteland
but close enough to be
complementary.
“Dissington Garden Village
will have a separate
identity. More importantly,
the garden village will
help alleviate the two
major problems that
Ponteland has, which are

“Companies coming in
to an area want to see
choice for their workforce
and Dissington Garden
Village does it on a scale
which allows facilities to
be provided within the
village and also to make
Ponteland, and the region,
a better place.”
He added: “I am pleased
and attracted by the
fact that the Dissington
Garden Village proposal
provides a significant
amount of affordable
housing.”
Alan Kilburn joins a
distinguished list of
industry experts at the
leading edge of garden
village design supporting
the plans. They also
include internationally
acclaimed architect and

urban designer Sir Terry
Farrell CBE and David
Birkbeck, CEO of Design
for Homes.
Community engagement
and detailed design is
being led by the Prince’s
Foundation for Building
Community, which has
significant experience
of designing new towns
based on the garden
village concept.
Dissington Garden Village
will offer significant
regional benefits. They
include:
• 600 much-needed
affordable homes as
well as high quality new
homes for a range of
people, from families to
first-time buyers
•	support for over £90m
of funding for key
infrastructure, including:

•m
 ore than 800
construction jobs during
the building works
•a
 round 2,000 jobs from
employment activities
on site
•a
 n estimated £40m
annual spend from
residents in the local
economy, helping to
support local services
and facilities
•	a £46,000 contribution
to community benefits
per dwelling
•	more than 200 acres of
open space
•	an Innovation Centre
supported by a Research
and Development Fund.
More details on these and
other benefits will follow
in future monthly updates
in Pont News & Views.

• f acilitating the delivery
of the long-awaited
Ponteland relief road
• a flood alleviation
scheme that will
protect Ponteland
town centre and
properties currently
at risk from flooding

A dedicated, freephone consultation hotline has been set up where any questions you may have
about the Garden Village plans can be answered. Call us on 0800 319 6162 or alternatively email
info@dissingtonestate.co.uk or visit dissingtonestate.co.uk
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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Winter Proof
your eyes
Suffering from sore and
gritty eyes this winter?
It’s hard to admit as February is already upon us,
but Winter really isn’t over yet so it’s not too late
to Winter proof your eyes.
If you are suffering from dry eyes or other minor
eye problems it is probably the time of year.
Cold winter winds and central heating can play
havoc with your eyes leaving them feeling dry,
gritty, and sore - especially at the end of the day
when symptoms are often at their worst. It’s hard
not to crank up the central heating but this can
also trigger conjunctival hyperaemia (blood shot
eyes).
The Eyecare Trust advises on how to beat dry
eyes by reducing the setting on your central
heating, protecting your eyes from the wind;
avoiding car heaters, particularly at face level
and sitting away from direct heat such as gas or
electric fires.
Cutting back on your coffee consumption and
using therapeutic drops can also help reduce
symptoms of dry eye.
Respiratory infections such as common colds
and flu can inflame your conjunctiva (the clear
membrane that covers the whites of your eyes)
leaving your eyes feeling sore and irritated.

At Geoff Steven & Sons we always advocate
using sunglasses all year round
Preventing cross infection from
bacteria in coughs and colds by
washing your hands thoroughly
before touching your eyes is always
recommended.
At Geoff Steven & Sons we advocate
using sunglasses all year round as
they provide valuable protection
against cumulative damage caused
by unprotected exposure to
ultraviolet (UV) radiation which can
increase your risk of suffering sightthreatening conditions such as agerelated macular degeneration and
cataracts.
The Eyecare Trust advises that you
wear sunglasses whenever the UV
Index rises above three – this can
occur even on a cloudy day, so keep

an eye on the Met Office's UV
forecast.
Snowy conditions can also reflect
more UV radiation into your eyes so
sunglasses are particularly
important after snow or when
enjoying winter sports such as
skiing or snowboarding.
And you know that New Year
resolution you made to eat more
leafy greens? It’s important to
keep going. Leafy greens provide
vital nutrients (lutein and
zeaxantin) to help keep your eyes
healthy so make sure you eat
plenty of good green winter veg
like kale, chard and spinach.

Winter is also a great time to get your sight tested as poor light conditions
can mean your eyes have to work harder, making them more susceptible to
fatigue and eye strain.

Trust the practice you know on your high street and now on-line
Ponteland 25 Main Street, NE20 9NH
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Tel: 01661 823374

www.geoffstevenandsons.co.uk
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Developer reduces size of
planned scheme for library site
The number of homes planned for the former Ponteland library site has been cut and the
proposed height of the apartment blocks reduced following concerns from local residents.
Residential developer Ascent Homes
said it has listened to comments made
by residents and taken on board their
views, following a public exhibition held
last October to outline its plans for the
site on Thornhill Road.
More than 100 residents who attended
the event, including seven councillors,
completed feedback forms expressing
concerns over a number of features.
There was a particularly strong
turnout from residents living in the
nearby Henderson Court assisted
living development.
They were worried about the height of
the proposed development, its proximity
to Henderson Court, the pedestrian
access to Henderson Court along the
western boundary of the site which is
used extensively by residents, and the
number of apartments proposed.
Ascent Homes, the house building
arm of the Northumberland County
Council-owned development company
Arch, said it has listened to the
residents’ comments and substantially
modified the plans to take their views
into account.

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

The original plans featured 34 twobedroom apartments for open market
sale built in two four-storey blocks with
associated parking, whilst the revised
plans submitted for approval by MWE
Architects, feature 27 apartments (four
one-bed and 23 two-bed) built over
three storeys with associated parking.
This means that the overall height of the
apartment blocks has been reduced by
just under two metres so that they will
actually be lower at their ridge height
than Henderson Court.
Ascent Homes has also increased
the distance to Henderson Court of
apartment block A at the northwest
corner by an extra five metres, while at
the southwest corner, the site boundary
of block B to Thornhill Road has been
increased from 5.6m to 6.8m.
Additionally, residents have been
assured that the pedestrian access into
Henderson Court will be retained along
with a new footpath so that they still
have a direct route through the site to
Merton Way shopping centre.
Duncan Bowman, Developments
Director at Ascent Homes, said: “We are

passionate about providing good quality,
well designed homes which complement
their surroundings.
“On this occasion a large number of
local people raised their concerns about
our proposals and we were happy to
meet with them to discuss whether we
might be able to make some changes
that would not substantially affect
our overall concept but would help to
alleviate their concerns. As a result, the
residents have welcomed the design
modifications we have made and
appreciate that we have listened to them
and taken on board their comments.”
Ascent Homes added that the
development will benefit from careful
and considered detailing of the
landscaped areas with the introduction
of new trees fronting the Thornhill Road
elevation of the site to provide high
quality amenity space.
The detailed planning application
is scheduled to go to committee in
February and if it gains planning
approval, it is likely that construction will
begin in March.
A visual of the new residential development.

pontnews&views

7

County council
faces external challenge
to housing plans
Airport and City Council fear road network logjam
Northumberland County Council is facing growing criticism over planned
green belt development, as it prepares to determine a series of major planning
applications. Chris Jennings reports.
Planning applications are currently
awaiting determination for a 2,000home mixed use garden village on the
Dissington Estate, a 400-home estate
behind Cheviot View, a £57m combined
education and leisure facility, a new
primary school in Darras Hall and a new
residential scheme on the former library
site. All have been submitted in the past
two months.
Northumberland County Council’s
planning department is having a busy
time in Ponteland.
More than 600 objections have been
received by NCC to the Banks Property
plans for 400 homes on a 21-hectare
green belt site at West Clickemin Farm.
Statutory consultees include the
Environment Agency which is
recommending refusal of planning
permission, citing the absence of an
‘acceptable Flood Risk Assessment’.
Ponteland Town Council’s 11-page
response sets out its “strong opposition”
to the scheme, concluding it would
be “seriously harmful to the green
belt” and that “there is no need for the
development proposed”.
Ponteland Civic Society’s objection
letter claimed the proposed release of
green belt land around Ponteland was
“excessive” in relation to that suggested
elsewhere in the county, adding that
the “dramatic increases” in housing
numbers identified throughout the Core
Strategy consultation process were
“without apparent justification”.
A common criticism in both the planning
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application comments and those made
of the Core Strategy Pre-submission
Draft is that it does not justify a
projected increase in housing between
2011 and 2031 of 26,340 – 126 per
cent higher than the Department for
Communities and Local Government’s
own starting point from its latest
projections of 11,634.
This leads to another bone of
contention; the fact the draft Core
Strategy – the long term planning
blueprint for the county to 2031 – has
not yet been adopted, so the release
of green belt land needed for the three
major developments at Dissington
Estate, West Clickemin Farm and the
land between Callerton Lane and Rotary
Way has itself not yet been sanctioned.
There is, of course, the potential for the
schemes to be called in by the Secretary
of State.
Objectors claim that more than half
of the green belt land proposed to
be deleted in the county – 228 of 411
hectares – is in or around Ponteland.
The Core Strategy itself is facing major
challenges, with Newcastle Airport,
Newcastle City Council and Gateshead
Council all raising objections related to
the huge proposed increase in housing
around Ponteland.
The city council’s concerns include
the impact on its local road network
of a projected 38% increase in traffic
on the A696/A167 corridor which will
be generated, predicting “significant
increases in queuing and delay”.

Airport claims Core Strategy
is ‘unsound’
Those fears have been echoed by
Newcastle International Airport. In
a scathing submission, the airport
described the Core Strategy Presubmission Draft - Proposed Further
Major Modifications as “unsound as it
is undeliverable and inconsistent with
National Planning Policy”.
It continued: “The development the
plan proposes to support would have
a severe detrimental impact on the
surrounding road network, and as
a result would adversely impact the
operation and growth of the airport,
causing harm to a regionally significant
infrastructure and economic asset.”
While acknowledging joint work
between Newcastle, Gateshead and
Northumberland Councils, Gateshead
Council has (along with Ponteland
Town Council and Ponteland Civic
Society) questioned the validity of
the population and housing growth
projections in the NCC Core Strategy
Pre-submission Draft.
Gateshead Council is concerned that
if the NCC Core Strategy was adopted
with a projected 26,340 new homes for
the county up to 2031, it would lead to
a significant number of people moving
from Gateshead to Northumberland.
It wrote: “…it appears that the
(Northumberland Core Strategy)
aims to accommodate a portion of
housing growth that has already
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

been attributed to Gateshead within
the adopted (Urban Core Plan for
Newcastle and Gateshead). We
therefore question whether there are
exceptional circumstances which justify
the allocation of greenfield land currently
within Northumberland’s Green Belt to
accommodate housing development.”

Middle School accuses
county council of ‘land grab’
The County Council is also facing a
battle with Ponteland Middle School
over its own planning application for the
education and leisure campus, which
would see a new combined primary and
high school and leisure facility built on
Callerton Lane.
The middle school, which is awaiting
confirmation of its transfer from local
authority control to academy status,
is alleging NCC is in breach of a
Department for Education instruction to
‘take no action towards selling or using
the site until conversations with the DfE
have been concluded’.
The location plan for the community
campus site shows it swallowing up
what the middle school describes as
a “significant proportion” of its land,
including the meadow, 3G pitch, school
field, cricket wicket, and bus and visitor/
staff overflow car parks.
In a letter to parents, the co-chairs of
the governing body Tony Barber and
Helen Batey wrote: “Such a proposal
is completely unacceptable as it would
prevent the school from delivering its
curriculum or community engagement
programme. No proposal has been
made by NCC to the school as to how
any facilities taken would be replaced.
NCC have been told by the Department
for Education not to take any steps
regarding sale or change of use of the
school site at the moment.”

A layout plan for the new community campus

The school is threatening to take
the matter to the national Schools
Adjudicator.
But the county council rejected the
claims. A spokesperson said: “The
school’s position on this issue is
incorrect – the Council is not in
breach of any DfE Regulations. The
Council owns the middle school site
currently. This remains the case until the
legal documentation pertaining to any
Academy conversion is completed, and
a lease granted to the Academy.”
However, support for the community
campus plans comes from Ponteland
High School headteacher Kieran
McGrane. He told Pont News: “Since
early October I have been involved,
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Visuals of the new Darras Hall Primary School

along with a number of others, in weekly
meetings with the three groups of
architects/building companies tendering
for the contract to build the new schools
and leisure centre.
“The process has been highly
professional in its organisation and
execution. As a result, we have arrived
at a situation whereby there are three

excellent proposals for Northumberland
County Council to consider.
“I am sure that when a final decision has
been made, and we are in a position to
share the preferred bidder’s proposal
with staff, students, parents and the local
community, all stakeholders will be very
impressed with the outcome.
Continued on next page.
pontnews&views
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“This is an excellent opportunity for us
to invest in education and provide a
first class learning environment for our
students, which they deserve, whilst
also providing leisure facilities that can
compete with the leisure offer of the
private sector.”
At the other end of Middle Drive in
Darras Hall, the county council has
stirred further unrest with a planning
application for a new 1,900 sq m twostorey primary school to replace the
existing first school as part of the (again
controversial) move to a two tier system.
While there is a broad welcome for
new educational facilities, dozens of
local residents are objecting to the
proposal to build a floodlit 3G pitch
which even Sport England is saying
is unnecessary, and questioning the
provision for parking.
Meanwhile the plans for a 2,000home mixed use garden village within
Dissington Estate had attracted more
than 80 objections on the county council
planning portal with less than a week
left to respond. Key issues centred on
the development of green belt land and
pressure on existing infrastructure.
Finally, Ascent Homes, the house
building arm of the Northumberland
County Council-owned development
company Arch, has submitted revised
plans for a residential development on
the site of the former library – whose
relocation to the leisure centre is still a
cause for complaint. These are detailed
on page 7.

Protest meeting
With consultations on so many major
planning applications and the
ongoing Core Strategy process, a
group of residents organised a protest
meeting held at the Memorial Hall on
January 16th.
The event, designed to raise awareness
and generate public response to
the various applications, had been
advertised by 4,500 flyers posted
through letterboxes across Ponteland
and Darras Hall.
Spokesperson Hermina Ely said: “The
turnout last night demonstrated the lack
of confidence in NCC’s plans and how
the most basic level of local support
is simply not there. The plans are not
robust, not sound and not justified.
“They do not represent Ponteland
Parish’s local aspiration, nor do they
consolidate with any cross border or
major stakeholder strategic intentions for
the wider area, as neighbouring councils
and the airport and Sport England have

10

pontnews&views

Residents at the Memorial Hall protest meeting. Photo by Keith Robertson.

also all objected to proposals. There
has simply been no joined-up thinking
to come up with a plan that works for
everyone. Surely that is what a Core
Strategy should be about?”
A spokesperson for Northumberland
County Council said: “The Council
is currently considering the
representations made in response to
the recent ‘Core Strategy Proposed
Further Modifications’ consultation.
“Issues raised by neighbouring
authorities and Newcastle Airport are the
subject of ongoing discussions as part
of our ‘Duty To Cooperate’ requirements.
“Justification for the proposed housing
numbers forms part of the evidence
base for the Core Strategy and will be
subject to scrutiny at the examination in
public later this year.”

One lone voice of support
However there was one lone voice of
support for the plans for West Clickemin
Farm, Dissington Garden Village and
the Community Campus on the county
council planning portal.
David Wilson, of The Lairage, Ponteland,
wrote: “As a Ponteland resident for
35 years I feel that it is vital that these
proposals are granted approval in
order to allow younger people and
young families the opportunity to live
in Ponteland as the current population
is ever ageing, which is having a
detrimental effect on local services.”
The county council and developers
would appear to have their work cut out
convincing others to come forward to
support their plans.
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Memories of former
Coates students wanted
for tercentenary book

By Muriel Sobo
If we still have a
Richard Coates
School in Ponteland
in 2019, that year will
be the tercentenary
of Richard Coates
writing his will in
1719 and founding a
charity school.
He made his last will and
testament and donated money
to set up a charity school. He
was born in Newcastle, the
son of a waterman and lived
and worked there all his life.
So how did he meet his wife
Barbara Reay from Horton
Grange? We don’t know but
he came back to her family
home in Horton Grange, a
small settlement in Ponteland
parish, to die.
In Newcastle there were four
very active churches, three of
which started charity schools;
St Andrew’s in 1701, St John’s
in 1705 and All Saints in 1709.
These were set up by
subscription for a limited
number of boys and Mr
Richard Coates donated £1 to
St John’s. He owned various
properties in Newcastle which
brought in rent or profits when
sold so that in his will he was
able to donate £70 per annum

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

to the setting up of a Charity
School in Ponteland.
The money covered clothes
for both boys and girls and a
salary for the schoolmaster,
usually the vicar or curate.
The building of the first
small Coates School was
supervised by his wife,
Barbara, and opened in 1727.
There was a gallery at the
rear of St Mary’s church
erected by her and inscribed
with the facts of her
husband’s donation.
The Coates School on the
Green in front of the church
was built in the 1870s when
compulsory education was
brought in for both girls and
boys. This school lasted
till the 1960s when it was
demolished and replaced
by the current school on
Thornhill Road.
I am seeking memories
from anyone, whether
pupils, teachers, parents or
parishioners, to put together
a memoir of Coates schools.
Any contemporary photos
would be great if I can
copy them.
Please contact me at
muriel.sobo@talktalk.net or
on (01661) 871969.
Image: Coates School on The Green in
front of St Mary’s
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Your letters
Support for last month’s criticism of pavement
parking builders in this month’s letters…

Campaign needed to ban
pavement parking
I write to support Steve Eglon’s remarks
on pavement parking (Time to say Auf
Wiedersehen to pavement parking
builders, Pont News & Views, Issue 36,
Jan 17).
It is likely that obstructing pavements
causes morbidity but, while driving on a
pavement is illegal, parking on a pavement
in England outside London is not unless
the local authority has made an order
to prohibit pavement parking and has
displayed signs where it is illegal.
Apparently our courts cannot accept that
it is likely that a car parked on a pavement
was driven on that pavement.
In December 2015 there was a
parliamentary bill to extend the London
ban on pavement parking to the rest of
England but that bill withered.
Steve Eglon and others who wish to see
pavement parking being controlled might
like to visit http://e-activist.com/ea-action/
action?ea.client.id=113&ea.campaign.
id=49974&ea.tracking.id=website
(Google: pavement parking) where they
will find an editable template letter to Ian
Swithenbank CBE, our Council’s Lead
Member on Transport.
Peter Watson
Meadowvale, Ponteland

Authorities turning a blind eye to
thoughtless builders
How I agree with Steve Eglon’s letter.
You now have to take your life in
your hands negotiating the roads
and footpaths of Darras because of
thoughtless builders.
It’s not uncommon to see half a dozen
white vans lined up on grass verges or on
a curve in the road as their drivers turn fine
family homes into monstrous mansions.
It seems perverse that, while most homes
come with driveways, people prefer not to
use them.
Grass verges are churned up during the

building process. But despite vast fortunes
being spent on the homes, few find the
money to repair the damage they cause to
the roadside.

Why are developers and county
council trying to destroy our
village way of life?

And certainly, as Steve suggests, the
authorities appear to turn a blind eye and
once more the appearance of the estate
degenerates.

Last week it was announced where the
garden villages in England were going
to be built. The rumour was Ponteland
was going to be one.

And let’s not get started on the soft
drink bottles and food wrappers that get
discarded during the lengthy works.
Darren Taylor
Pembroke Drive, Darras Hall

Dangerous parking at bottom
of Woodside
I have been meaning to write for some
time, but recently the problem seems to
have got worse.
I use Woodside from time to time. There
is a double yellow line going up from the
Broadway roundabout, but it finishes far
too close to the roundabout, thus allowing
parking too near to the roundabout.
The major problem is when coming down
Woodside one is faced with possibly five
parked cars, which to proceed requires
driving on the right hand side of the road
the whole length of the five cars as there
are no spaces in between.
Unfortunately, it is a blind corner from
Middle Drive and there is the possibility of
meeting traffic when one is on the wrong
side of the road, while passing the parked
cars. The traffic turning left from Middle
Drive cannot see anything, until they are
round the corner, and face to face with
traffic on their side of the road coming
down Woodside.
The situation is made worse, one could
say exciting, when a bus is turning left from
Middle Drive and confronts traffic on the
wrong side of the road.

However, as it turns out, the Government
said that the garden village in the north
was going to be in Cumbria and not in
Ponteland.
Now, however, in our local community
magazine for Ponteland and district (Pont
News & Views – issue 136 Jan 17) Lugano
have announced that they are applying to
Northumberland County Council to build
2,000 houses on land on the Dissington
Estate in Ponteland.
How is this? What’s going on in this great
country of ours? The land in and around
the Dissington Estate is agricultural green
belt land and shouldn’t be allowed to be
touched.
Just because Lugano have bought it surely
doesn’t give them licence to build houses
on it? What’s happened to Jerusalem and
this ‘green and pleasant land’?
We are allowing companies like Lugano
to submit for planning approval just
because they have bought land – it’s just
completely wrong.
Also we are allowing Banks Property to
submit plans for 400 homes at Clickemin
Farm in Ponteland. Why? What’s Ponteland
village done to these two companies and
Northumberland County Council?

Perhaps the Darras Hall Estate Committee
should refer the matter to Northumberland
County Council?

Why are they trying to destroy our village
way of life? There are loads and loads of
brown field sites available for development.
They seem to have a seek and destroy
policy on the village of Ponteland. Why?

Maurice Hall
Sandringham Way, Darras Hall

Terry Parkinson
Darras Hall

March issue deadlines: Delivery of the March issue will start on Monday February 27th and be completed by Friday March 3rd. The deadline for all copy
and adverts is Monday February 13th. If you are aware of any missed properties please contact the editor at pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk or call (0191) 3408422.
Businesses should be aware that all bookings for advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure placement in the March issue.

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher.
The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should include the writer’s name and address.
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Unnecessary housing project
threatens to destroy green belt
People all over Ponteland are objecting
to the proposed Dissington Village
Garden project.
To build on this green belt area would
obliterate the local community which relies
on agriculture and decimate the population
of species such as deer, owls and red
squirrels.
Furthermore, the noise pollution caused
by such a large growth in population and
traffic congestion would ruin the tranquillity
of the area. The density of housing and
proximity to existing property would cause
obstructed views and a complete loss
of privacy.
I also believe that this project does not
comply with government regulations for
garden villages as there is no evidence of
local support.
Also, the Government stipulates that
garden villages should make use of
brownfield land. There are other brownfield
plots in the surrounding area which are
available. Housing projects on those plots
would not disturb the local population
or wildlife, making the current plans for
Dissington Garden Village totally illogical.
Additional housing in and around
Ponteland is completely unnecessary.
Perversely, this project would result in the
loss of current homes as locals who object
to living in Dissington Village would be
forced to move away from their families
and into inferior accommodation. Those

who make their living from agriculture will
be ruined.
Ponteland shop owners are also
concerned by the possible competition
caused by new retail outlets which are to
be incorporated into Dissington Village.
Jenny Hunter
Game Keepers Cottage,
Limestone Lane, Ponteland

‘Community hub’ just a few
bookshelves in a corridor
One of the major functions of our
excellent Ponteland Library was as
a resource and repository for useful
information about local organisations
and activities.

Owners allowing dog fouling
should be reported
The rise in dog fouling on Ladywell Way
and Simonside View in Ponteland over
recent months is both disgraceful and
disgusting.
There are several piles of excrement in
the middle of the pavement within a few
hundred yards, and these hazards are
becoming increasingly difficult to avoid,
especially when walking with young
children and pushchairs/wheelchairs.
It is disappointing that a minority of dog
owners choose to behave in such an
inconsiderate manner. Why can’t people
have more respect for others and their
local environment?
I’d call on all dog owners to do the right
thing and pick up your pet’s mess.
If anyone spots offensive dog fouling they
can report it to Northumberland County
Council using their online form: online.
northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.
aspx?form=DOG_FOULING
Ben McCarthy
Ladywell Way, Ponteland
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Professional Mobile DJ

All occasions catered for

Weddings / General Discos / Birthdays
Corporate Functions / Theme Nights

Book Now or Call for Information

07776 210 696
All equipment PAT Tested and Public Liability Insured

Architectural Design & Management Services

Bespoke new build houses
Domestic extensions
Housing developments

Now that it has been downgraded to just a
series of bookshelves in a chlorine-laden
corridor, this amenity has been completely
lost, and, unless I’ve missed it, does not
appear to have been replaced anywhere
else, apart from a few notices in the local
funeral director’s window!
What happened to the ‘community hub’
concept that was supposedly one of the
justifications for combining library and
leisure facilities?
Dorothy Stainsby
Meadow Court, Darras Hall

Thanks for returning my lost wallet
I would like to thank the gentleman or
lady who handed my wallet to Barclays
Bank in Ponteland which I lost days
before Chistmas.
Also my thanks to the staff of Barclays
Bank who traced me so quickly. I
appreciate your good deed.
Alberto Venegas
Cheviot View, Ponteland

PA SH A
MENSROOM

Trad it ion a l Tu rk i s h B a r b e r
Haircut • Wet Shave • Head Shave
Kids' Haircut • Senior Citizens
5 s t a r a n d 3 s t a r t re a t m e n t g i f t vo u c h e rs
ava i l a b l e fo r s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s
Opening times: Monday - Thursday 9am - 6pm
Friday and Saturday 8.30am - 6pm
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
01661 599359 / 38 Merton Way, Ponteland, NE20 9PS

Conservation and heritage
Commercial developments

Find
us on

www.rruddick.co.uk I info@rruddick.co.uk I 0191 209 6020
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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What’s on...
Ponteland U3A

Our monthly meeting on Wednesday
February 1st is our AGM, with
entertainment and a faith tea.
We meet in St Mary’s Church Hall at
2pm on the first Wednesday of the
month. Visitors are welcome. See
u3asites.org.uk/ponteland or ring
(01661) 822225.

Kirkley WI

Kirkley WI meets at Kirkley Hall on the
first Wednesday of each month at 7pm.
The speaker at our meeting on February
1st will be Jonathan Ewen, who will talk
about the work of his charity ‘Shelter
Box’, an organization which supports
remote communities and farms in
disaster areas. Members are invited
to enter a small decorated box into a
competition. Guests and visitors always
very welcome. More information on our
new website kirkleywi.wordpress.com

Friends of Kirkley Hall

The speaker for the Friends of Kirkley
Hall meeting on Wednesday February
8th at 2pm at Kirkley Hall will be Hans
Porksen, County Chairman of NFU.
He is a well-respected sheep farmer
specialising in both Suffolk and Texel
breeds and his flock of pedigree
Suffolks, established in 1983, has won
numerous awards. His talk will cover
farming over the past few years and
the future of farming. The cost is £5 for
non-members. To book a place email
fokh@gmail.com or ring 07551 974955.
For information about future talks see
friendsofkirkleyhall.org

Ponteland Lions Club

We meet in Merton Hall at 7.30pm on
the second Wednesday of the month
(February 8th) and have social events
on the fourth Wednesday at different
locations. Our fundraising monthly
book stalls are at Waitrose on the last
Saturday of the month (February 25th)
from 9.30am to 4pm. We welcome
male and female new members. For
details phone 0845 8339913 or visit
our website.

Plant Heritage
North East Group

Robert Unwin will speak on ‘Collecting
trilliums in the USA’ at our meeting at
the Memorial Hall at 2pm on Saturday
February 11th. All are welcome.

Darras Hall WI

Darras Hall WI invite you to their
Members Meeting on Monday February
13th at 2pm in the URC Church Cafe,
Broadway, Darras Hall. There will be
a Beetle Drive and a 10% Stall. The
competition will be for a Valentine Card.
Visitors are most welcome.
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Ponteland Senior
Gentlemen’s Club

At our meeting at 2.30pm on Monday
February 13th in the lounge of Ponteland
Memorial Hall, Darras Road, we have
Mr A Curry and his subject ‘From
Life on Mars to Police and Crime
Commissioners’.

North East England Group of
the Alpine Garden Society

On Monday February 13th at 7.30pm
the group welcomes Neil Huntley
from Hartside Nursery near Alston to
talk to us about ‘Roscoea and other
woodland plants’. Neil is a renowned
Nurseryman with more than 30 years
of experience servicing gardeners
with advice and plants throughout
the UK and Europe. Developing his
own Roscoea ‘Pennine Purple’ in the
nursery Hartside. He has exhibited
throughout the UK including five silver
medals at Chelsea.  The meeting will
be held at Ponteland Social Club (CIU),
Merton Way. Details at alpinegarden.
net/groups/neegroup@ags.org or by
email neegroup@agsgroups.org

Ponteland WI

Ponteland WI meets in the lounge of
Ponteland Memorial Hall at 7pm on
the second Tuesday of the month.
Our speaker on February 14th is Mrs
K Turnbull with a talk on ‘The History
of Crosswords’. The competition is for
‘an Ornamental Heart’ – any medium.
Visitors are welcome.

Ponteland Village WI

On Tuesday February 14th we are
holding a ‘Pecha Kucha’ Evening and
the theme is ‘Travel Experiences’. For
more information on the night
or future meetings please email
pontelandvillagewi@hotmail.com - we
meet at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall.
New members and visitors are welcome
for a girly night with a difference (visitors
£3 incl cuppa and homemade treat).

Ponteland Community
Partnership

Come to a meeting and share your
ideas, concerns and expectations
for improving the quality of life
in our community. All welcome.
We next meet at Ponteland
Town Council offices at 7pm on
Wednesday February 15th. Contact:
pontelandcommunitypartnership.co.uk
or shirley@reevehill.plus.com

Ponteland Floral Art Club

Ponteland Floral Art Club meets on
the third Tuesday each month at
7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, Ponteland.
Margaret Campbell of Douane will

be the demonstrator on February
21st. Margaret is an experienced area
demonstrator, and her title for this event
is ‘Surprise Surprise’. The cost for the
evening is £7 for non-members.

Embroiderers Guild
Ponteland Branch

On Monday February 27th from 2pm 4pm at the Memorial Hall, Darras
Road, Pete Winstanley will give an
illustrated talk on the history of Batik
showing samples of his work and that
of other artists. Do come and join us
for the afternoon. Non-members £4.
For further information visit
ponteland.eg@btinternet.com or
call (01661) 881395.

Ponteland Civic Society

Our first meeting of 2017 is to be on
Monday February 27th at 7.30pm at the
CIU club when Geraldine Straker, the
Remaking Beamish Project Officer, will
be speaking on ‘Making a Museum - the
further development of Beamish – The
Living Museum of the North’. Visitors
are warmly welcomed for whom there is
a nominal charge of £2.

Women’s World Day of Prayer

The Women’s World Day of Prayer
service for 2017 will be held at the
Methodist Church in Ponteland on
Friday March 3rd at 2.15pm. There will
be refreshments afterwards, to which
everyone is cordially invited.

Pont Badminton Club

Pont Badminton Club meets every
Friday evening between 7.30pm and
9pm at Ponteland Leisure Centre. Adults
of all ages will be assured of a warm
welcome. Just come along or contact
07986 388822 for more information.

Ponteland Village Bridge Club
Would you like a friendly game of
bridge? Ponteland Village Bridge Club
meets every Friday evening in Merton
Hall. Play starts at 7pm. We play 20
boards of relaxed duplicate bridge.
If you don’t have a partner you can still
come along - please telephone Pete
Ford our Chairman on 07739 208308
and he will fix you up with a partner.

Beading group                             

Are you looking for a new hobby or
want to improve on your skills? Why not
join our beading group? This friendly
group welcomes beginners as well as
intermediate beaders. Therefore we will
work with two programmes according
to your previous experience. We meet
at Merton Hall on Tuesdays from 7pm to
9pm. For further information or to book
a place contact Marijke Shrivastava at
mshrivastava@blueyonder.co.uk or on
0191 284 7266. Booking is essential.
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk
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To ﬁnd out how we can help
you achieve the smile you have always desired,
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book your free consultation* on 01661 872979 or via info@higginsandwinter.co.uk
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(01661) 872979

higginsandwinter.co.uk
info@higginsandwinter.co.uk
Higgins & Winter Dental Practice, 17 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
Open times: Mon 9am-5.30pm | Tues 8am-8pm | Wed 8am-7pm | Thu 8am-8pm | Fri 8am-4.30pm | Sat 9am to 12noon.
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
* £68 pre-authorisation on a debit/credit card is required upon booking to secure the appointment.
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Tri-tech
PLUMBING | HEATING | ELECTRICAL

THE NORTH EAST BOILER SPECIALISTS
Tri-tech services is an independent company specialising in speedy
boiler repairs for domestic, commercial and marine customers. We
have over 35 years experience of dealing with every conceivable
heating system problem meaning that we can have your system up
and running in no time.
24 hour, 7 days a week service
All boiler manufacturers covered
Trusted by leading organisations
Cost effective, No fix - No fee
Qualified - Gas Safe registered
We are the emergency call-out engineers used by many leading local
professional organisations, including:
• Northumbria fire brigade
• Holiday Inn Hotels
• Swallow Hotel Group
Tri-tech are based at Ryton, with excellent links to the A1, therefore we
are well placed to provide a responsive service to customers across the
North East.
For more information on our range of services please visit our website:
www.tritechservices.co.uk
Freephone: 0800 955 1 955
Emergency:
07971 265977
pontnews&views
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Fellows House
Elvaston Road
Ryton Village
Gateshead
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk
NE40 3QH

Sally Allan Fund presentation to raise
awareness of mental health issues
A charitable foundation launched in memory of Ponteland mother-of-three Sally Allan is funding
a mental health awareness presentation being held in the village later this month.
The Sally Allan Fund, which was set up using half of the
£25,000 raised by the family for Tyneside and Northumberland
Mind, has funded the free 45-minute presentation being given
to businesses and organisations across the region.

Sally took her own life on Boxing Day 2015 due to mental
health issues she had been masking, leaving behind husband
Gordon and their three children Clive, Claire and David.
Image: Sally and Gordon Allan

The Sally Allan Fund aims to improve North East mental
health by raising the awareness of mental health and making
people more aware of the need to look after their own mental
wellbeing.
By giving people a better understanding of their own mental
health, it is hoped they will reach out to others and through
those conversations start to remove the fear and stigma.
The aim of the presentation by Tyneside and Northumberland
Mind is:

THE PERFECT

• to provide information so that individuals feel more confident
and empowered to speak up and ask for advice, support
and the treatment they need.

MOTHERS DAY GIFT

• to recognise the importance of self care for the prevention of
mental health problems, or to stop them relapsing.

Dirty Dancing Tribute Act

• to give people more knowledge about common mental
health problems so they feel more able to identify them, help
others and start a conversation about it.
At the end of the presentation there will be time for people to
ask questions and the family will be happy to share what they
have learned about mental health over the past 12 months.
Every individual who attends will receive a free booklet full of
tips and guidance on self care and information on local and
national support services.

Saturday 11th March, 7pm - midnight
This Dirty Dancing tribute act is a Glasgow
based outfit comprising 4 singers and dancers
performing songs from the classic Patrick
Swayze and Jennifer Grey movie.
Fully suited and booted in the style of the
characters and with great audience interaction
such as sing-a-longs, dancing competitions, a
conga and Cha Cha dance lessons as standard,
leave the high heels at the side of the room!

The presentation, which is designed for people of all ages, is
being held on Wednesday February 15th at 7pm in St Mary’s
Church Hall, Thornhill Road, Ponteland.

You will be completely entertained whilst
enjoying a delicious 3 course dinner £34.95pp

If you would like your workplace, club, charity, or just a group
of friends to receive the presentation, or you wish to make a
donation, more details are available at tynesidemind.org.uk or
search for ‘Tyneside Mind Sally Allan Fund’.

www.kirkleyhall.co.uk

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Call (01670) 841235 or email enquiries@kirkleyhall.co.uk
Kirkley Hall, Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 0AQ
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RESPONSE TO PLANNING APPLICATION
16/04408/OUT – outline planning permission for 400 residential
dwellings at land west of Cheviot View/Rotary Way
The Council’s response to the above application was
discussed and it was agreed that the Town Council would
submit their objections to the development. These objections
included the serious harm that would be caused to the green
belt by reason of its inappropriateness and significant reduction
of openness. Also that in the opinion of the Town Council very
special circumstances necessary to justify granting planning
permission had not been demonstrated. The response in full
would appear on the Northumberland County Council website
and also on the Town Council’s website at ponteland-tc.gov.uk

GRANTS
The Town Council approved a grant of £543 in respect of
the development and updating of the Ponteland Community
Partnership website. The grant would also meet the cost of
insurance provision for volunteers and help towards running
costs of the organisation.

TOWN COUNCIL BUDGET AND
PRECEPT 2017-18
The Town Council approved the draft budget for 2017-18 and
agreed to levy a precept request of £394,517 on the County
Council. This represented a 2% increase on a Band D property.
As part of the budget the Council had agreed to subsidise
the 74 bus service on a Saturday night between Newcastle
and Hexham. Matfen and Stamfordham Parish Councils and
Hexham Town Council had been asked to contribute to this
service. The Council also considered a report regarding its
reserves. This included general reserves and sums set aside
for replacement of assets. It was agreed to increase allotments
rents by £1 per annum across the board. It was noted that
the Cemetery fees and charges would be considered by the
Cemetery Committee in the near future although these had no
impact on the budget or precept.

PONTELAND NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN –
CONSULTATION

stated that he now had the funding for the improvements to the
car park at the back of Merton Way although he hoped that the
Town Council could allocate some funds towards landscaping.
He had circulated the various plans to councillors for comment
and consultation would be required before the work could start.
Councillor Jones thanked the Town Council for the decision to
continue the subsidised 74 bus service, which would be much
appreciated by users of the service.

SKATE PARK/PLAY AREA LEASE
The Town Council agreed that a letter would be sent from
the Council’s Solicitor to Northumberland County Council
reminding the authority of the terms of the lease for the skate
park/play area on Callerton Lane as the planning application
for the new schools and leisure complex appeared to encroach
upon the skate park/play area land.

RECYCLING AREA AT PONTELAND
LEISURE CENTRE
Northumberland County Council has reported that there is
evidence that household waste is being taken to the above
site. This is leading to an overflow of general rubbish, which is
unsightly and it is also proving difficult for people using the site
for its proper purpose of recycling. Residents are reminded that
the area is for recycling purposes only and it is not permissible
to drop off household waste at the site.
This report is based on the minutes of the Town Council
meeting held on January 11th.

PLEASE CUT BACK TREES AND HEDGES
BEFORE NESTING SEASON
Residents are asked to ensure their trees and hedges are cut
back in advance of the nesting season.
In particular this includes trees that are obscuring street lights,
making certain areas particularly dark, and also vegetation
encroaching on footpaths and road signs.
Your co-operation is much appreciated.

It was reported that there had been 123 responses received as
part of the consultation on the Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan.
A ‘health check’ of the plan was currently being carried out and
the responses were being analysed. It was hoped that the final
Plan would be ready by the end of February for submission to
Northumberland County Council.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
COUNCIL REPORT
Councillor Dodd reported on a meeting he had had with the
Chief Executive of Northumberland County Council regarding
anti-social behaviour. It appeared that recent actions by the
Police and other agencies had had a positive impact on the
problems being experienced. He reported that the county
council budget would be discussed in the next week. He also
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Rep Society and President both
celebrating 90th Birthday
By Lesley Eltringham
Ponteland Repertory Society and its President Betty Nesbit will both
celebrate their 90th birthday this year.
The nonagintennial landmark
will be marked with a
celebration ‘Around the
World in 90 years’ including
music from many of the
productions our audiences
have enjoyed over those
years.
This will include pieces
from some of the following
shows: Annie; The Sound of
Music; Wizard of Oz; Mikado;
My Fair Lady; Me and My
Girl; Fiddler on the Roof;
Showboat; South Pacific;
Oklahoma and others.
Our Youth Theatre, Preppies,
will also be entertaining you,
including songs from Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat.
The dates of the
performances are Thursday
March 30th, Friday March
31st and Saturday April
1st at 7pm at the Memorial
Hall, Ponteland. Tickets are
available on the Ponteland
Rep website at
pontelandrep.co.uk
costing £8 for adults and
£6 for children.
The very first show back
in 1927 was The Mandarin
- an operetta. After that, the
Rep performed a play and

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

a musical annually with
only a break for World
War II until 1960 when
the organisation began to
perform three shows each
season (two plays and one
musical offering).
In the early days much of the
music was from Gilbert and
Sullivan and light operetta. It
wasn’t until 1972/3 that the
more modern musical was
introduced, with Oklahoma
and then Show Boat the
following year.

So we are travelling around
the world to New York,
Japan, Land of Oz, Israel,
London, Russia and the USA
in several locations We hope

many of you will join us for
the ride!
Image: A good turnout for the
Society’s first rehearsal.

START THE WEEKEND EARLY

Pantomime was introduced
in 1996 with Cinderella. Our
wonderful audiences have
supported us for all of this
time and for that we say
‘Thank you!’
Remarkably our President
Betty Nesbit also celebrates
her 90th birthday in 2017 and
we celebrate the wonderful
contributions she has made
to the Society’s productions
over the yearsThe Rep is
delighted to congratulate
Betty on her 90th birthday!
Our first rehearsal in
January was wonderfully
supported by performers old
and new. It all looks great for
the celebration!

LA DOLCE
VITA

2 £8
FOR

COCKTAILS

Follow us on
twitter @barfratelli and @fratellispont for special offers and competitions

Open all day, every day
www.fratelliponteland.co.uk | 01661 872195
Ristorante Fratelli, Bell Villas, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9BE
Special offer available on selected cocktails only. 2 for £8 cocktails - available Thursday only. La Dolce Vita - selected cut price drinks and
complimentary nibbles available Fridays 2.30pm - 630pm in the bar area only.
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Community involvement
needed for bridleway project
By Alma Dunigan, Chair, Ponteland Community Partnership
Volunteers are being sought
who can give up a day later
this month to assist a project
revitalising the bridleway
between the village and
Rotary Way.
Ponteland Community Partnership is
looking for volunteers of all ages to
get stuck in and help with this well
used recreational facility on Saturday
February 25th.
So far we have involved the Area
Countryside Officer at Northumberland
County Council, our local wildlife
group, Ponteland Town Council and
youth groups.
All you have to do if you are able
to join us on February 25th is
contact us through our website
pontelandcommunitypartnership.co.uk

and leave your details on the contact
page.
By doing this you will be registering your
interest to come and help on the day.
Any young person wishing to help
should please bring an adult with them.
Ponteland Community Partnership will
send you all the information required.
We realise it is dependent on
suitable weather conditions but here
is an outline:
•	
Starting time 10am Saturday 25th
February
•	
Meeting at the car park at the
entrance to the bridleway, near to
the Fire Station
•	
Northumberland County Council’s
Countryside Officer will plan the work
to be tackled
•	
Volunteers should wear suitable outer
clothing including footwear

•	
Northumberland County Council
will provide all the hand tools, gloves,
litter pickers and bin bags.
This project is a partnership between
Ponteland residents, local groups
and the county council with an overall
objective to improve and enhance the
middle stretch of the bridleway.
Further work to improve the surface
of the bridleway is proposed by
the county council and Ponteland
Community Partnership plan the
installation of display pedestals at
either end of the middle section of the
bridleway, similar to those in Ponteland
Park and the village.
Once this has been achieved Ponteland
Community Partnership hopes to plan
a similar event for the most challenging
part of the bridleway from Rotary Way
to the Airport.

WE TAKE GREAT
CARE OF YOUR EYES
& THE WAY YOU LOOK

t el : 0 16 6 1 82 0 0 0 8 | em a i l : I n f o@ h b - op t i c i a n s .c o.u k
h b O p t i c i a n s 2 9 B r oa d w a y , D a r r a s H a l l , P on t el a n d , N E 2 0 9 P W .
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Series of events to
mark Fairtrade Fortnight

Darras Hall dancers
perform at Winter Gardens

By Steve Helm

By Jill Taylor

This year Fairtrade Fortnight
runs from Saturday February
25th to Sunday March 12th in
Ponteland.
The theme this year is ‘It’s time to put
Fairtrade in your break’ to encourage people
to drink Fairtrade tea, coffee and fruit drinks in their breaks
along with snacks containing Fairtrade sugar, nuts, cocoa and
dried fruit along with Fairtrade fruit like bananas, pineapple
and grapefruit.
In Ponteland, St Mary’s Church will start Fairtrade Fortnight
with their 'Big Brew' on Saturday Feb 25th in St Mary’s church
hall from 10am – 12noon with Fairtrade Stall, cakes and raffle.
This is followed by Merton Hall’s Fairtrade Coffee Morning
on Friday March 3rd from 9.30am - 11am with a Fairtrade Stall
and cakes.
St Matthew’s ‘Big Brew’ is on Saturday March 11th from 10am
– 12noon with a Fairtrade Stall, Tombola, Bottle, Bric-a-Brac
and Cake stalls and raffle. Ponteland Methodist Church and
Ponteland URC will also be having a Fairtrade event during
the fortnight.
Please support these Fairtrade community events to help
people in developing countries work their own way out of
poverty, with dignity.

A squad of talented
young Darras Hall
dancers performed
for 1,000 people at
Blackpool’s Winter
Gardens as part of a
national competition.
Future Bound – part of the
Jill Errington School of
Dance – were taking part
in the semi-finals of That’s
Showbusiness on Saturday
January 14th.
The dancers, who rehearse
at the United Reformed
Church on Broadway, won
a place in the competition
back in October where
they got highest marks
for hip-hop in their mini
kids division.
At the semi-finals they
again won highest marks in
hip-hop in their age range

for a small group. Although
they didn’t progress to the
final, their achievement
is fantastic.
They are now looking
forward to a dance school
in March at the People’s
Theatre in Newcastle called
Most Wanted, which is about
notorious villains of stage
and screen.
They will perform along with
200 other students from Jill
Errington School of Dance to
sell-out audiences on March
18th and 19th.
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KUMON MATHS AND ENGLISH STUDY CENTRES
Contact your local Kumon Maths and English Study Centre
to book your two-week Free Trial.
Ponteland Study Centre
01661 823273
Terms and conditions apply. Fees vary. Participating study centres only.
Please refer to your local study centre. Subject to availability.

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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Care home or YOUR home?
You do have a choice...
We are Europe’s largest live-in care provider. Our expert care workers live
in your home with you, 24-7 as a companion, a carer and a friend.
Get the care you need, want and deserve, in the comfort of your own home.
We offer a genuine alternative to residential
care homes. Our mission is to give elderly and
vulnerable people the opportunity to remain
safely in their own homes by providing 24 hour,
live-in care. Each carer is matched to you based
on personality, hobbies and interests as well
as overall care needs. This means there’s some
common ground from day one and genuine
friendships blossom.
Maybe you’re cared for by a family member who
just needs a break, or you need help getting
back on your feet after a hospital stay. Perhaps
you simply require a companion to help with
day-to-day tasks such as cooking, cleaning and
shopping. Our packages cover all this and range

from short term solutions through to ongoing
support. We also offer complex care packages
for those with more advanced care needs such
as Dementia, stroke, Parkinson’s and palliative
end-of-life care.
Because our care packages are tailored to meet
your individual needs, we ensure you retain as
much independence and dignity as possible.
The standard of care and attention to detail
making sure Mum was well cared for and had all
she needed was excellent. They took time to get
to know Mum, listen to her stories, look at photos
with her, learn her likes and dislikes and show an
interest in Mum’s life experiences.
Joanne L. - August 2016

Your one-to-one live-in companion/care package starts from just £695pw
If you would like an informal chat or you would like to know more
please get in touch with Nick on 07392 118 050 or 0191 313 0008
or visit our website www.promedica24.co.uk/newcastle
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Ponteland Community High School Report
Sage Gateshead hosts joint schools Christmas concert
On Tuesday December 13th the
Sage Gateshead decked its halls
in preparation for our fourth annual
Christmas concert.
The iconic venue showcased the amazing talent
within both secondary schools, plus the addition this
year of a Year 4 choir from the Ponteland Partnership
First Schools.
Children from Belsay, Whalton, Stamfordham,
Heddon-on-the Wall, Darras Hall and Ponteland First
Schools joined the two high schools - Park View and
Ponteland High School - who three years ago entered
into a Learning Alliance designed to enrich student’s
experiences throughout their time in school.
This partnership has not only supported the concert to
take place, but also enabled collaborations between
the orchestras and choirs of Park View School and
Ponteland to reach a glorious outcome involving over
200 students.
Ponteland High performances included the Wind Octet
performing a special arrangement of Handel’s ‘Arrival
of the Queen of Sheba’, the Jazz Band, the Barbershop
quartet, and a selection from our production of ‘Grease’.
The First Schools’ Year 4 students gave rousing
performances of ‘Ring Out the Bells’, ‘Winter Solstice’
and an original composition by Mr Reid ‘Peace Lullaby
and Chant’.
For the second half of the concert we combined forces
with Park View students to create the ‘Learning Alliance’
Orchestra and Choir, involving over 200 performers. They
performed pieces ranging from a medley of songs from
the ‘007’ films, Leroy Anderson’s ‘Sleigh Ride’ and an
original arrangement of ‘In The Giving’ to John Rutter’s
timeless Christmas song ‘The best time of the year’.

School does
University Challenge
The University Challenge competition
returned after our Librarian Miss Laws
was persuaded once again to write a
mountain of questions and put a call out
for teams.
Entries came pouring in and soon there was an outstanding 26
teams with heats commencing on November 1st, concluding in
the final on Monday December 12th.
The teams to progress to the final were The ‘A’ Team (Anna De
Natale, Mr Weir, Sarah Office and Alex Elliott-Smith) and Team
Takeover (Mr McGrane, Briannon Brady, Grace Simms and
Sabrina Jackland).
The winning team, The ‘A’ Team, were crowned 2016 Champions
after a hard fought contest finally winning 170pts to 160pts; they
are already looking forward to defending their crown next year.
Well done to all the teams involved and better luck next year.
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Rotary Young Chef competition
The local heat of the Rotary Young Chef
competition took place at Ponteland High School
on Tuesday November 29th with contestants
from Richard Coates, Ponteland Middle and
Ponteland High.
The standard was extremely
high and judges were very
impressed by the creativity,
presentation and skill level of all
the students who took part.
Head judge was Bob Crosby,
who represented the Rotary
Club, and the panel named
Sabrina Jackland, a year 9
student at Ponteland High
School, as overall winner.
Sabrina prepared a menu of
chicken in mushroom sauce
followed by a lemon and
raspberry cheesecake (her

gran’s speciality!) The judges
were particularly impressed by
her meticulous planning, the
technical execution of the
dish and the attention paid
to presentation.
Special mention must also
go to Anna Hogg of Richard
Coates Middle School, who
impressed judges with a main
course of a duo of quiches with
potato wedges and homemade
coleslaw, and Abigail Ely of
Ponteland Middle School, who
was praised for her Moroccan
chicken tagine.
pontnews&views
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Hospice seeks
trustees
Tynedale Hospice at Home is looking for
people who are passionate about making a
difference in their community to join its board
of trustees.
The Northumberland-based charity provides nursing care in
the home, hospital transport and family support services to
people living in the areas of West Northumberland, Tynedale
and Ponteland.
It serves a community of around 70,000 people, across 800
square miles of rural Northumberland.
Recent significant achievements include a Good rating from
the Care Quality Commission, a move to new premises and
partnership working with other hospices in the area.
The charity is particularly keen to attract interest from people
with relevant senior experience and expertise in the following
areas:
•	
Clinical, medical, social care practitioners and/or medical
administration/management
•	
income generation/fundraising
•	
retail /business management
•	
governance, accountancy, HR or law.
Anne Francis, Chair of Tynedale Hospice at Home, said:
“Our hospice does tremendous work in the local community
providing valuable nursing care in the home and family support
and hospital transport services - and there really is nothing
more rewarding than supporting an organisation that provides
such valuable and much needed services to local people.
“If anyone would like to find out more about what’s involved,
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.”
To request an application pack or if you would like to speak to
the Chair in more detail about what is involved, please contact
Charlotte Greenwood, Tynedale Hospice at Home, in the first
instance, by emailing charlotte@tynedalehospice.com or
calling 01434 600 388.
Alternatively, to download an application pack please
visit tynedalehospice.com - the deadline for applications is
Monday February 6th.

Teams sought
for Rotary’s
charity golf day
By Stewart Blair
Assistant District Rotary Governor

Teams are being invited to register
for this year’s Ponteland Rotary Club
Am/Am Golf Competition.
The annual event is being held at Ponteland Golf Club on
Tuesday May 9th and will follow its traditional, well-loved
format of a four-ball team competition - four men, four ladies
or two men and two ladies.
The three best stableford scores will count at each hole, men
taking their allowance from the Gents’ card, ladies from the
Ladies’ card. The competitors’ handicap allowance will be
90% of club handicap.
The first game will tee off at 8am and the last at 4.30pm.
Entries will be accepted through Ponteland Golf Club’s
website or office - much simpler than the previous form filling
exercise.
The entry fee, including green fees, remains only £80 per
team, very much less than the cost of four green fees. The
closing date for entries, which will be dealt with strictly in
order of receipt, is Tuesday, May 2nd.
The value of the prizes will be £200 for the winners, and,
thereafter, three further prizes of £160, one for each of the
best men’s, ladies’ and mixed teams.
There will also be prizes for the tee shot closest to the hole
from the tee on the 2nd green and for the straightest drive at
the 18th hole. Prizes are being accepted for the three raffle
draws and all proceeds from the day will go to local charities.
Chris Doig from Ponteland High School and Nigel Mills from
Ponteland Golf Club will also be running the Northumberland
High Schools’ Golf Competition on Tuesday June 27th at
Ponteland Golf Club.

extensions
conversions
new houses
www.planitdesign.uk.com
info@planitdesign.uk.com
call 0845 604 3757
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Do you need help at home?
At Home with… Helen
McArdle Care can oﬀer
you a bespoke package in
personal care to enhance
your life and maintain
your independence.
We provide reliable and
flexible services in:
- Personal Care
- Carer Relief
- Companionship for Outings
- Shopping and Cleaning
- Meal Preparation

Did you know?
You can use your personal budget
from Social Services to pay for Home
Care services?
Call us today - we can oﬀer you help
and support to arrange this.

You can also access services in:
Hair and Beauty • DIY • Decoration • Gardening • Day Care • Short Breaks
For a free, no obligation consultation please call:

0191 461 8861

www.athomewithhelenmcardlecare.co.uk

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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WHERE WILL YOUR NEXT
MOVE TAKE YOU?

MAKE THE SMART MOVE WITH THE
PROPERTY EXPERTS
SANDERSON YOUNG’S PONTELAND OFFICE, COATES INSTITUTE,
MAIN STREET, PONTELAND
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