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Three men reported in illegal
door-to-door sales crackdown

Best ever GCSE results at
Ponteland High School

Juliette wins place at
. US beauty pageant

Bluebell wood to be created
in Sally’s memory




»STRETTLE
"

e Funeral arrangements for cremation or burial -
Religious or Humanist from £2495 inclusive

® ‘Pre-need’ funeral and memorial plans

® Advice on grave purchase - traditional or woodland

® Memorials in stone, marble, slate and granite -
traditional or bespoke from £390 inclusive

® Memorial renovation, additional inscriptions etc.

g ,
e Statuary, vases, plaques and ‘tomblets
- the remarkable miniature home memorial

® Memorial stone valuation/insurance

® Sympathy and funeral floral tributes

Office, Showroom and Chapels of Rest at:
15 West Road, Ponteland Tel: 01661 822015
450 West Road, Newcastle Tel: 0191 274 2471

24HR ENQUIRY LINE

(0191) 252 3222

PONTELAND'S FRERMTER COMPANY

01661 610184 =
24Hr ]
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CHEAPEST FARES GUARANTEED
PRICE PROMISE

WE WON'T BE BEATEN ON PRICE § .
OR RELIABILITY BY ANY OTHER |
LOCAL TAXI COMPANY.

24 HOURS A DAY

EXECUTIVE 6 SEATERS AVAILABLE
BOOK A DARRAS HALL TAXI

and see the difference in the cost
to your journey!

m DARRAS HALL % 7=
TAXIS i‘-

|

from just

£15

per treatment

We already look after over
1 million, happy, healthy
lawns, and we’d love to
look after yours too!

So give us a try - we're
cheaper than D.LY. and our
results are far superior.

GreenThumb

LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

For your FREE lawn analysis, call today:

0191 4886202

*Prices based on a lawn size of up to 40m?

Thinking of retiring?
Unsure of your options?

Speak to

a pensions ﬂ. ?
expert a, P

e o

r independent
S | financial
advisers /

For your free initial consultation
give us a call on (01661) 821110 or

email us at enquiries@cfs-ifa.co.uk

CFS Independent Financial Advisers, Lower Blyth Suite,
Kirkley Hall, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 OAQ

CFS Independent Financial Advisers is a trading style of Connacht Financial Services

Sefw'mg the Fonteland community since [99¢.

Pont News & Views is published by Ponteland Town Council in conjunction with Ponteland Community Partnership. Inclusion of articles and advertising in Pont News & Views
does not imply Ponteland Town Council’s or Ponteland Community Partnership’s endorsement, agreement or approval of any opinions, statements or information provided.
If you would like to submit an article, feature or advertise contact: T. (0191) 3408422 E. pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk W. Westray, 16 Sunniside Lane, Cleadon Village, SR6 7XB.

Produced by Cian creative pr




Kirkley hosts national tandem rally

More than 250 tandem riders ! F‘* "w* e B e PSR
from as far afield as Germany "1 "l ; PO TS J'.I
and Holland attended a 4 : -y [ \,
national rally at Kirkley Hall. b - Y. § .-~. J ;

Last month’s event was the first time The
Tandem Club’s UK National Rally has
been held in Northumberland since 1990,
when it was hosted by Corbridge.

The week-long rally included daily rides
of up to 70 miles, a treasure hunt, and
evening entertainment including a last
night ceilidh and hog roast. Members
stayed in a makeshift campsite on a
field in the grounds in tents, caravans
and campervans.

Publicity officer Peter Weeks said:
“Northumberland really is an excellent
area for cycling. We found the roads
empty and drivers generally considerate
to cyclists and tandems. The rides

went out in different directions each

day and always had some suggested
destinations and stops to provide interest
for those who like to mix tandeming
with sightseeing. We enjoyed an
excellent rally.”

The Tandem Club was formed in the UK in
1971 to provide unobtainable spare parts
and technical advice on maintenance,
and now boasts a worldwide membership
of more than 5,000 enthusiasts.

Photos by The Image Farm.
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PC Lee Davison, Ponteland Rural
Neighbourhood Beat Manager

There were 27 crimes reported for the Ponteland
and surrounding area in July. These break down
to the following offences:

* Two burglary to dwelling (Darras Hall). No items stolen.

* One burglary other than dwelling (Darras Hall). Pedal cycles
and gardening equipment stolen.

 Seven thefts (Darras Hall, Ponteland and Belsay). Personal
belongings taken from bags when left unattended.

* Two theft from motor vehicle (Ponteland and Darras Hall).
Work tools and equipment stolen.

* One make off without payment (Ponteland).
* Two damage to buildings (Ponteland).

* One arson (Callerton play park).

* Two shoplifting (Sainsburys).

* Two assaults.

* Three sexual offences.

* One public order offence.

* One communications offence.

* One breach of non-molestation order.

* One fraud.

Following last month’s article can | thank those residents

who contacted police about door to door sellers. As a result

of prompt reporting, three men were stopped on separate
occasions in the area, items were seized from them and they
have been reported for summons. Products that are taken from
the sellers are either disclaimed at roadside or forfeited at court
and are then donated charity.

Telephone/internet scams

Residents are reminded to be alert to unwanted telephone calls
or emails from dubious companies or persons. Recent scams
have involved a male purporting to be from the Metropolitan
Police stating they have prevented or intercepted unauthorised

Going On Hchdav?
Leave Your F*mpeﬂy
In Safe Hands

mpeccaly & ref abde 0ok giouss

You donitneed fo have
pets o use
properiyandpelsicoiuk:

Tel. 01670735 1|5-'§' Mob. 07974 4
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Three men reported for % VORTHUMBRI
illegal door-to-door sales i

access to your bank account and then ask for your bank details
to confirm. Police will not ask for any financial or banking details
over the phone.

Others will claim to be contacting on behalf of internet security,
utility companies or financial organisations. Put very simply they
are after your cash or access to it. Please do not disclose any
personal or financial details and do not be tempted to click on a
link in an email if dubious of the origin.

Reports of online fraud can be made to your internet service
provider. Fraudulent calls can be reported to Action Fraud
0300 1232040. Consider signing up to a call barring service to
prevent such calls.

Community Speedwatch

Community Speedwatch continues to gather momentum in
the Ponteland area. There will be a further recruitment of CSW
volunteers in September.

Volunteers are given training and the equipment to allow
them to go out as a visible deterrent to motorists speeding

in the area. Motorists found to be exceeding the speed limit
will receive a warning letter. Should a motorist receive a third
warning letter or the speed recorded is at a grossly excessive
speed, then officers will visit the driver at home and outline
future consequences to their driving.

If you would like to know more or become involved then take
a look at the volunteering section of the Northumbria Police
website or contact me on 101.

CSW volunteers monitored approximately 450 vehicles in the
Ponteland area throughout July, with 46 motorists found to be
exceeding speed limit receiving warning letters or spoken to by
officers at the roadside. One motorist has also received a home
visit.

The next police surgery will take place on Saturday September
10th from 10am to 11am at Merton Hall, Ponteland, with SC Jon Gray.

Contact the Ponteland Neighbourhood Team
Tel. 101 ext 69569
Email easttynedale.npt@northumbria.pnn.police.uk

extensions

conversions

new houses
www.planitdesign.uk.com

info@planitdesign.uk.com
call 0845 604 3757

Plﬂh.l‘f

design

RIBA HY

Chartaiod Architects

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk



Find us on:

@nTheMﬂrkef.w.-

Residential Sales and Lettings

« No Upfront Marketing Costs
- Experienced And
- No Withdrawal Fees For Sole Agency Qualified Staff

+No Tie In Period - National Access To Out Of
Town Buyers
- Free Internet Advertising
« Member Of Relocation
« Free Accompanied Viewings Agent Network

« Free Appraisals « Member Of The Guild Of
Professional Estate Agents

- Regular Vendor Updates And Reports

« Five Bedrooms « Five Bedrooms « One Bedroom Apartment
« Four Bathrooms e Three Bathrooms » Quayside Location

« Open Views » Three Reception Rooms « Views over River

- EPC:C «EPC: F «EPC: C

t. 01 661 872 1 1 1 www.dobsonsestateagents.co.uk

o enquiries@dobsonsestateagents.co.uk

Number One Broadway, Darras Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9PW
@::; ey mess @nhenvoriet-.. [2] @D S £ === (f|lw



Best ever GCSE results at Ponteland High School

Ponteland High’s A*
students have achieved
record GCSE results for
the school and improved
A level scores.

More than a third of students
achieved an A or A* in GCSE Maths
and more than a quarter an A or A*
in GCSE English, and more than
three-quarters achieving an A*-C in
both core subjects.

The results showed:

* 15% of students achieved 9 or
more A*-A grades

* 30% achieved 5 or more A*-A
grades

* 51% achieved 5 or more A*-B
grades

* 35% achieved the English
Baccalaureate suite of
qualifications, well above the
national average

* 81% achieved A*-C in English
Language/Literature

¢ 86% achieved A*-C in maths.

There were many success stories
for the school’s A level students
too, with Joe Burrin and Andy
MacGowan both achieving three
A* grades, Katie Thirlwell receiving
two A*s and an A, and Elliott
Barker, Megan Daniels, Molly Hall
and Olivia Taylor receiving an A*
and two As. Lauren Davies, Daniel
Elsender, Sasha Hodges and Ellen

Stephenson all scored three A
grades.

Overall, there was a rise in the
average points per entry score:

* 23% of all grades were A*-A
* 49% of all grades were A*-B
* 76% of all grades were A*-C
* 99% overall pass rate.

Many of the school leavers are
heading off to university, with others
starting Foundation Degrees, high
level apprenticeships or entering the
workplace.

Andy MacGowan has been
rewarded for his straight A*
performance with a place at

Oxford reading Engineering, while
Joe Burrin is studying Maths at
Bath University. Megan Daniels is
studying Liberal Arts at Durham,
Elliot Barker is studying Economics
at St Andrews and Olivia Turner is
taking Medicine at Queens, Belfast.

Headteacher Kieran McGrane

said: “These results are incredibly
pleasing and truly reflect the hard
work and effort on the part of our
brilliant students and committed
staff. It is great to see such a large
proportion of our students achieving
the very highest grades at a time
when exam standards are becoming
ever tougher.

“In the current climate these are
outstanding outcomes and | am very
proud of our staff and students.”

A former Ponteland schoolgirl turned
international bestselling author has released
her latest thriller.

LJ Ross launched the fourth in the DCI Ryan series — Angel - at
the Angel of the North, Gateshead. The first, Holy Island, shot
to the top of the Amazon charts upon release while follow-up
publications Sycamore Gap and Heavenfield are still regularly in
the top ten.

Louise, who writes under the pseudonym LJ as a thank you
to her husband James for his unstinting support, is a former
Darras Hall First School pupil.

She gave up a lucrative career as a regulatory lawyer in the city
to become an author, and a chance comment to her husband
during a train journey along the East Coast to Edinburgh led to
her writing Holy Island.

LJ’s first three books were mainly based in Northumberland,
with grisly murders taking place in Holy Island and on Hadrian’s
Wall, while DCI Ryan’s latest outing is heavily set on Tyneside.

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk
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SUMMER

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

INTELLIGENT MOTION

OUTLANDER PHEV

12 Months / 50% Deposit? 12 Months / 50% Deposit?

FROM£15,249 - £28,399’ FROM£31,749 - £42,999°

5 YEAR UPTO

INCLUDING £2,500 GOVERNMENT PLUG-IN CAR GRANT®

FIVE STAR UP TO 32 MILES | 156 MPG | NO ROAD

WARRANTY® | 61 MPG | EURO NCAP EV RANGE’ COMBINED’ TAX

BLACKSHAWS MITSUBISHI MORPETH

Coopies Way, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 6)T

Book a test drive

01670 719 478 www.blackshaws-mitsubishi.co.uk

1. The £1,000 (inc VAT) deposit contribution can only be used towards a finance option through Shogun Finance Ltd. 2. The 0% APR Representative Hire Purchase Finance plan requires a 50% deposit and is over 12 months, it is only available through Shogun Finance Ltd T/A
Finance Mitsubishi, 116 Cockfosters Road, Barnet, EN4 0DY and is subject to status to UK resident customers aged 18 and over. Finance Mitsubishi is part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer is only applicable in the UK (excludes Channel Islands & I.0.M), subject to availability, whilst
stocks last and may be amended or withdrawn at any time. Offer available between 29th June 2016 and 28th September 2016. We may receive commission or other henefits for introducing you to Finance Mitsubishi. 3. Prices shown include VAT (at 20%) but exclude VED and
First Registration Fee. Models shown are: ASX ZC-H 1.6 diesel 4WD manual at £23,499 and 16MY Outlander PHEV GX4hs 2.0 petrol hybrid automatic at £38,499 (including Government Plug-in Car Grant). Metallic paint extra. On The Road prices range from £15,434 to £43,054
and include VED and First Registration Fee. Metallic paint extra. 4. All new variants shown come with a 5 year/62,500 mile warranty (whichever occurs first) and the Outlander PHEV comes with a 8 year/100,000 mile traction battery warranty. For more information please visit www.
mitsubishi-cars.co.uk/warranty. 5. The £2,500 (inc VAT) deposit contribution can only be used towards a finance option through Shogun Finance Ltd. 6. For more information about the Government Plug-in Car Grant, please visit www.gov.uk/plug-in-car-van-grants. The Government

Plug-in Car Grant is subject to change at any time, without prior notice.

7. Up to 32 mile EV range achieved with full battery charge. 541 miles achieved with combined full battery and petrol tank. Actual range will vary depending on driving style and road conditions. 8. Official EU MPG test figure shown as a guide for comparative purposes and
is based on the vehicle being charged from mains electricity. This may not reflect real driving results.
Blackshaws Garage Ltd trades as Blackshaws Mitsubishi Morpeth. Fuel figures shown are official EU test figures, to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.

ASX range fuel consumption in mpg (Itrs/100km): Urban 38.2 — 54.3 (7.4 — 5.2), Extra Urban 56.5 — 67.3 (5.0 — 4.2), Combined 47.9 — 61.4 (5.9 — 4.6), CO, emissions 152 - 119 g/km.
Outlander PHEV range fuel consumption in mpg (Itrs/100km): Full Battery Charge: no fuel used, Depleted Battery Charge: 51.4mpg (5.5), Weighted Average: 156.9mpg (1.8),

CO, Emissions: 42g/km



You do have a choice...

We are Europe’s largest live-in care provider. Our expert care workers live
in your home with you, 24-7 as a companion, a carer and a friend.
Get the care you need, want and deserve, in the comfort of your own home.

We offer a genuine alternative to residential from short term solutions through to ongoing
care homes. Our mission is to give elderly and support. We also offer complex care packages
vulnerable people the opportunity to remain for those with more advanced care needs such

safely in their own homes by providing 24 hour,  as Dementia, stroke, Parkinson’s and palliative
live-in care. Each carer is matched to you based  end-of-life care.

on personality, hobbies and interests as well
as overall care needs. This means there's some
common ground from day one and genuine
friendships blossom.

Because our care packages are tailored to meet
your individual needs, we ensure you retain as
much independence and dignity as possible.

Maybe you're cared for by a family member who He was an exemplary carer; faultless,

just needs a break, or you need help getting clean, tidy and showed real care and

back on your feet after a hospital stay. Perhaps compassion. If wed wanted anyone apart
you simply require a companion to help with from us to be with dad in his final hours, it
day-to-day tasks such as cooking, cleaning and would have been him.

shopping. Our packages cover all this and range Family of Mr. Roberts, June 2016

Your one-to-one live-in companion/care package starts from just £695pw

If you would like an informal chat or you would like to know more
please get in touch with Nick on 07392 118 050 or 0191 313 0008
or visit our website www.promedica24.co.uk/newcastle

PROMEDICA) /]

Live-in companionship & care




Bluebell wood

to be created in
Sally’s memory

The husband of Sally
Allan is appealing
for public support

to create a bluebell
wood in Ponteland
Park in her memory.

Gordon Allan has obtained
permission from the Town
Council to plant 10,000
bulbs in an area adjacent to
the path that runs up from
the footbridge over the Pont
to Fox Covert Lane, about 50
yards from Tony’s Corner, to
be named Sally’s Walk.

The father-of-three, who

also has the backing of The
Friends of Ponteland Park,

is urging volunteers to help
him plant the 7,000 bluebells
and 3,000 snowdrops and
crocuses at a planting day
later this month.

Gordon explained: “The plan
is to plant a small bluebell
wood to bring a lovely

touch of spring colour to the
park. Sally loved bluebells
and the pair of us would seek
them out every spring. The
10,000 bulbs should provide
an eye-catching display in
2018 and beyond about the
time of her birthday.

“Having purchased the
bulbs | have perhaps rather

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

recklessly agreed with the
Council that | can plant all
the bulbs. In order to make
this possible | am asking
for support from friends,
family and the community
to plant the bulbs. In return
the council have agreed to
prepare the site.

“Planting will take place on
Saturday September 17th
from 10am and go on until all
10,000 bulbs are planted! If
people have a bulb planting
dipper please bring it along,
but don’t worry there will be a
large number on site for you
to use. Please also bring any
gloves or pads to support
your knees.

“We will have a tent on site
to provide free refreshments
- tea, coffee, herbal tea,
biscuits etc.”

The shock disappearance of
Sally Allan in the early hours
of Boxing Day 2015 sparked
national headlines and a
huge search operation.

But sadly it was to end in
tragedy when, after seven
weeks, the 59-year-old’s body
was found in the River Tyne
near Jarrow. It is believed she
walked ten miles to enter the
river by the Swing Bridge on
Newcastle Quayside early on
Boxing Day morning.

Branches

RESTAURANT, BAR & GRILL

3 Brewery Lane, Ponteland, NE20 9NZ T. 01661 822951

FIZZ FRIDAYS

FROM 5PM
BOTTLE OF PROSECCO £15
BOTTLE OF ROSE PROSECCO £15
BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE £20

AFTERNOON
TEA

12PM - 5PM
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

SUNDAY LUNCH ¥

12PM - 5PM
ONE COURSE £14

TWO COURSES £17
THREE COURSES £20

WWW.BRANCHESRESTAURANT.CO.UK @ ©
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon - Thurs 12pm - [0pm | Fri & Sat [2pm - | Ipm | Sun 12pm - 9pm

pontnews&views




Your letters

The County Council’s plans for new leisure i
facilities come under fire in this month’s letters...

Leisure proposals a ‘significant
downgrading of existing provision’

It is difficult to understand the County
Council’s approach to the sport

and leisure consultation. Both the
Council’s preferred site and proposed
shared facilities are being imposed on
Ponteland residents.

Residents’ alternative suggestions

have been totally ignored throughout

the numerous stages of the minimal
consultation. This consultation period is
only three weeks and coincides with the
school holidays, and does not provide
Ponteland residents with an appropriate
opportunity to make an informed response.

The existing facilities serving the village
include a leisure centre with sports hall,
changing rooms, gymnasia, squash courts,
a cricket pavilion with bar, and a dance
studio. Adjoining this is a 20-metre four-
lane swimming pool, with ancillary pools
for infants and for disabled persons.

There is full size league soccer pitch for
Ponteland United FC, and pitches for
Ponteland Rugby Club, together with
the Ponteland Cricket Club ground, are
conveniently grouped around the leisure
centre. Players use the changing rooms
and other facilities within the building.

While it is accepted that the leisure centre,
built in 1974, is in need of some level of
improvement, the same does not apply

to the pool - not built until 1991. It is an
attractively designed modern facility, well
capable of another 25 years of useful life.

To attempt to incorporate all these
various elements within a new school
complex on a shared use basis would
result in a significant downgrading of
existing provision.

No information is given as to the

split of time of use between public and
schools, and whether all existing daytime
classes and sessions for the general
public will continue to be held in the day
as at present.

We consider that the interests of the local
community are best served by expanding
the existing sports and leisure facilities

where they are, retaining the existing
swimming pool and upgrading the leisure
centre on its present site.

We are opposed to the incorporation of
this wide range of local community sports
and leisure facilities within a building
complex whose prime function has to be
the education of children.

Peter Cowey,
Chairman, Ponteland Community Trust

Leisure plans would have
“devastating effect” on local
sports clubs

Your August edition invited views with
regard to future sport and leisure
provision in the village.

Ponteland currently enjoys a wide ranging
spread of sporting activity. We have
Ponteland United FC, an FA Charter
Standard community soccer club with

the first team playing in Division 1 of the
Northern Alliance League and 30 or more
junior sides.

Ponteland Rugby FC is a similarly active
local organisation, a Rugby Union Club
with three senior fifteens playing in the
Northern Division, five junior teams, a girl
team and six minis for the under 11s. They
have three full size rugby pitches on the
existing sports field.

Beyond the soccer and rugby pitches, the
cricket ground with its imposing pavilion is
home to Ponteland Cricket Club, with the
first eleven playing in the Northumberland
and Durham Senior League and five senior
and four junior sides.

The layout plan indicates that, rather than
rebuilding on the school land, they are
proposing that the village sports facilities
that these various clubs currently enjoy be
swept away, along with the leisure centre,
the pool and the children’s play area, with
the cleared land utilised to accommodate a
new school.

Cricket is to be given a narrow strip of
grass between a couple of football pitches
while the other sports clubs would be
required to share the new school playing
field. The school land is to be sold off for

housing development.

Such sweeping proposals would have
a devastating effect on the provision of
sport in Ponteland in both the short and
longer term.

If there has to be a new school there

is sufficient space for it to be located on
the existing school land, thereby leaving
the village sports facilities relatively
undisturbed.

John Hague
High View, Ponteland

Sketchy plans a terrible waste of
public money

Were you away on holiday at the
beginning of August? Then you almost
certainly missed the opportunity to ‘have
your say’ on the County Council’s latest
proposals to demolish the present pool
and leisure centre!

The new plan is to reprovide these,
together with library facilities, within a new
site for primary and secondary schools.
There will be so-called ‘shared access’ for
the general public, via a new entrance on
Callerton Lane.

As one of maybe only a few persons who
managed to scrutinize the rather sketchy
draft plans on view at the Leisure Centre
until August 11, | noted the existing leisure
centre car park and children’s playground
and skate park will all disappear while the
bridleway/cycle route towards Rotary Way
will be diverted.

None of these issues appears to have been
addressed, or adequate replacements for
the loss of these assets considered. Yet the
County Council appears to be presenting
this overall scheme as a “fait accompli”.

| agree absolutely with John Hague’s
opinion in last month’s issue that the
demolition of our present very attractive
swimming pool is a terrible waste of public
money, but want to highlight some of

the other benefits, currently enjoyed by
Ponteland residents, that are also under
threat, if this scheme goes ahead.

Katherine Guellard
Meadow Court, Ponteland

October issue deadlines: Delivery of the October issue will start on Wednesday September 28th and be completed by Monday October 3rd. The deadline for all
copy and adverts is Wednesday September 14th. If you are aware of any missed properties please contact the editor at pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk or call (0191)
3408422. Businesses should be aware that all bookings for advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure placement in the October issue.

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher.
The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should include the writer's name and address.
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What’s on...

Ponteland

Photographic Society

The Society meets at 7.30pm on Monday
September 5th in the large room at
Merton Hall. Speakers and workshops
end just after 9pm and we then break

for coffee/tea and informal discussion,

so there is plenty of time for problem
solving and an exchange of news

and ideas. Everyone is welcome. See
pontelandphotographicsociety.co.uk

Ponteland Wildlife Group

The next meeting of Ponteland Wildlife
Group will be held in St Mary’s Church

hall on Tuesday September 6th at 7.30pm
when Janet Dean will give an illustrated
talk on the wildlife of Ethiopia. Janet has
explored lakes in the Great Rift Valley and
its northern escarpment and travelled in the
Bali mountains and the Sanetti plateau. At
7.30pm on October 4th Richard Poppleton
will talk about trees in Northumberland, so
why not come along, listen and learn and
increase your enjoyment when you walk
amongst the trees in Northumberland’s
beautiful countryside. Both talks are open
to all comers. The £2 entrance charge
includes a buffet supper after the talk.

Inner Wheel Club of Ponteland
We meet the first Tuesday of each month.
Speakers, cup of tea and sometimes an
outing etc. Any lady interested should
contact Eleanor Carr on (01661) 871768 for
further information.

Ponteland U3A

Our speaker at the monthly meeting

on Wednesday September 7th is

Barbara Birley and her subject ‘Vindolanda
update’. We meet in St Mary’s Church

Hall at 2pm on the first Wednesday of

the month. Visitors are welcome. See
u3asites.org.uk/ponteland or ring

(01661) 822225.

Kirkley WI

In a change to the programme we
welcome Geoff Lisle as guest speaker to
our September meeting. Geoff will give a
talk with the title ‘Hospital Radio — 65 years
of Radio Tyneside’. The meeting will be
held at Kirkley Hall at 7pm on Wednesday
September 7th. Guests and visitors always
very welcome.

Friends of Kirkley Hall

Friends of Kirkley Hall invite members

of the public to their AGM at 7pm on
Wednesday September 7th when

the speaker will be David Stebbings,
Conservation Officer for the charity butterfly
conservation. His illustrated talk will cover
the status of butterflies in the North East
and the problems facing them today.

Free places can be booked by ringing
(01661) 598052.

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Ponteland Methodist Church
The Bridge is a relaxed church service
which welcomes everyone. We meet
most Sundays in Ponteland Methodist
Church Hall at 4pm for tea, coffee,

catch up, music and a short talk with
separate activities for children. Dates

in September: 11th, 18th (followed by

a meal), 25th. For more info e-mail:
bridge.ponteland@gmail.com or find us
on Facebook as The Bridge at Ponteland
Methodist Church. A Sunday Club starts
on September 11th for kids in Reception
to Y8. Have fun, make friends, learn about
Jesus and the Bible - 4pm Sundays. For
more info contact rchudson@btinternet.com

Ponteland Parish Flower Show
The 39th Annual Show will be held in
Ponteland Memorial Hall on Saturday
September 10th. Judging commences at 11am.

Darras Hall WI

Darras Hall WI's next meeting will be
held at the URC, Broadway, at 2pm on
Monday September 12th when Anthony
Atkinson will give a talk on Thomas
Bewick, the famous artist and engraver
who lived at Cherryburn near Mickley in
Northumberland. The competition will be
for a memento of Newcastle. Visitors are
most welcome.

Ponteland Senior

Gentlemen’s Club

At our meeting at 2.30pm on Monday
September 12th in the lounge of Ponteland
Memorial Hall, Darras Road, we have
Norman Kirtlan and his subject ‘Life of a
forensic artist’.

North East England Group of

the Alpine Garden Society

On Monday September 12th we are
delighted to welcome Norma Pagdin, a
member of the Cleveland Group, to talk to
us about ‘Flora Helvetica’. Our meetings
take place in St. Mary’s Hall, Thornhill
Road, Ponteland. The doors open at 7pm
for 7.30pm start. The charge to visitors is
£2 per meeting. Details from Terry Teal at
t.teal@btinternet.com or (0191) 4132574.

Callerton Garden
& Flower Club

We meet every second Wednesday of the
month in the Memorial Hall, Ponteland

at 2pm. On Wednesday September

14th Sean Murray (AD) of Ashington will
be demonstrating. His theme is ‘Hortus
Expostus’. Visitors are very welcome - £5
admission charge.

Ponteland Local History

Society

Thursday 15 September: ‘Wallington Past
and Present’ by Lloyd Langley & David
Weissand. Meetings are held at 7.30pm

in St Mary’s Church Hall, Thornhill Road,
Ponteland. Visitors are welcomed at a
special price of £2 per person.

Ponteland Floral Art Club

The next meeting of Ponteland Floral Art
Club will be held on September 20th at
7.30pm in the Memorial Hall. Nigel Whyles
of Telford’s demonstration is entitled
‘Shaken but not stirred 007’. Fee £10 for
non-members.

Ponteland Community

Partnership

Come to a meeting and share your ideas,
concerns and expectations for improving
the quality of life in our community. All
welcome. We next meet at Ponteland
Town Council offices at 7pm on
Wednesday September 21st. Contact:
pontelandcommunitypartnership.co.uk
or shirley@reevehill.plus.com

Embroiderers Guild Ponteland
Monday September 26th AGM followed
by Exploring Stitches - Blanket Stitch
from 2pm - 4pm at the Memorial Hall,
Darras Road. Non-members £4. For
further information contact
ponteland.eg@btinternet.com

Ponteland Civic Society

The first meeting of the season for
Ponteland Civic Society will be on Monday
September 26th, 7.30pm at St Mary’s
Church Hall. Freda Thompson will talk
about ‘Mr Grainger’s Market’ — how with
help from John Dobson he built the market
which opened in 1835. All most welcome.
There is a nominal charge of £2 for non-
members.

Creative writing group

Led by a qualified tutor, this class will
inspire and encourage you to write
poetry and stories through stimulating
workshop sessions in a friendly and
supportive group. New or experienced
writers welcome. We meet on
Wednesday mornings at 9.30am in
members’ homes around Ponteland.
If you are interested contact Claire at
claire@claire276.plus.com or on
01434 605276.

Beading group

Are you looking for a new hobby or

want to improve on your skills why not
join our beading group? This friendly
group welcomes beginners as well as
intermediate beaders. Therefore we will
work with two programmes according

to your previous experience. We meet at
Merton Hall, Ponteland on Tuesdays from
7pm to 9pm. For further information or to
book a place contact Marijke Shrivastava
at mshrivastava@blueyonder.co.uk or on
(0191) 2847266. Booking is essential.

Ageing Well Winter Warmer
The Ageing Well Winter Warmer event

is being held on Friday October 14th at
Merton Hall from 9.30am to 12noon. More
details in the October issue.

pontnews&views 11



onteland Town Council

GRANTS

The Council approved a grant of £150
for Community Action Northumberland,
and of £5,500 for youth services

in Ponteland. Councillors have

asked for a meeting with the County
Council to discuss the planned youth
activities for Ponteland in more detail.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

HIGHWAYS WORKING PARTY

A recommendation by the Highways
Working Party, which met on July 15th,
to submit a request to the County
Council for a Traffic Regulation Order
to prevent all overnight parking in the
public car parks in Ponteland was
approved. The Council also agreed
the Local Transport Plan submission
for 2017-18 to be sent to NCC. The
top three priorities were: raised bus
stops along the A696 and main bus
routes; new footpaths including kerbing
where required at Eastern Way, The
Rise, Errington Way, Marian Way and
Western Way; and installation of hoop
bike bollards at the top of Merton

Way to improve pedestrian safety.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

ENVIRONMENT WORKING
PARTY

The Council agreed a recommendation
by the Working Party which had met
on July 18th to supply two seats and a

bin for an area identified at the Eland
Estate. It was likely that these would
be moved from the library site when it
closed. The installation of a modified
lighting system at the Pele Tower that
was also able to change the colour
of the lighting was also approved.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

PONTELAND LIBRARY

The Town Council had written to NCC
seeking clarification regarding the
moving of the library from its current site
to the Leisure Centre. A response had
been received that confirmed the library
would be moving in mid-September.
There was no information available as
yet regarding the use of the site once the
library had moved.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
COUNCIL REPORT

Coun Dodd stated that there was little to
report from the County Council during
August. The Town Council had recently
written to NCC with queries regarding
the recent consultation on the Proposed
Major Modifications to the Core Strategy.
The response confirmed that NCC
wanted to work with the Town Council
and the Neighbourhood Plan Group
regarding their proposals for education,
leisure, community facilities and
housing. The letter also confirmed that
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there would be a further consultation
exercise in the Autumn regarding a
Supplementary Planning Document
for Ponteland.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

MAYOR’S DIARY

A list of events attended by the Mayor

in July and August together with a list of
forthcoming events had been circulated.
The Mayor referred to the opening of the
National Tandem Rally at Kirkley Hall on
Saturday 6 August and stated that he
was pleased to have been involved in
this Event, which attracted cyclists from
all over the country and Europe. (See
article on p3.)

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

DOG FOULING

In an attempt to deal with the problem

of dog fouling mentioned in a recent
edition of PNV, the Town Council has
acquired some dog waste bags. These
are available from the office free of
charge for a pack of 20. This is a trial
being carried out by the Town Council to
see if this helps to reduce the problem of
dog fouling in the area.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

This report is based on the minutes
of the Town Council meeting held on
August 10th.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Please maintain

your trees and

hedges

Ponteland Town Council would again remind
residents to cut their hedges and trees back to
the profile as shown on the sketch.

This year the trees and hedges have grown exuberantly and hard

pruning will be required to keep footpaths clear for pedestrians and
roads clear for double decker buses as well as high sided vehicles.

As can be seen from the attached photo, many verges, paths and
roads are obstructed and it is house owners responsibility to cut their
hedges and trees back to the profile as shown. Please do help the

community and do your bit.

The Town Council would also like to thank those residents who

BOX 2
ROAD WIDTH
5.5M HIGH
6’6” WIDE
18’ HIGH

regularly cut the grass outside their properties. It helps the council
and really does smarten up the appearance of the community.

12
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Young cricketers win County Cup

Ponteland Under 13 Cricket team is celebrating after winning the Northumberland County Cup.

It is the first silverware the U13s have won since 2005 when In the final Ponteland batted first and in their allocated 20 overs
they gained promotion to the Premier League by winning scored 96-7, restricting opponents South Northumberland CC
Division 1. to 85 in reply and securing an 11-run victory.

The competition, run as part of the NatWest Under 13 National The cup was presented by Chris Catnach, League Secretary
Club Championship, saw the team beat Cramlington CC, for the Northumberland Junior Cricket League.

Ashington CC, Corbridge CC and Tynemouth CCenroute to Coaches Mike Storer and Steve Nicholson are pictured with the Ponteland

the final held at Ponteland Leisure Centre. CC U18s.

EXCLUSIVELY
RETAILING
S:CRAFT
PRODUCTS

Interior Window Shutters
By Shuttercraft Newcastle

Shuttercraft Newcastle is a leading local supplier of interior window shutters and offers:

* A made-to-measure supply and fit service
® The widest range of premium quality window shutters
¢ A free home consultation and quote

Call Andrew of Shuttercraft Newcastle today on 0191 206 9467. S h u tte rcraft

Shuttercraft Newcastle Ltd is an independent franchisee of Shuttercraft Ltd. www.shuttercraft-newcastle.co.uk

quality shutters and blinds

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk pontnews&views 1 3



Minister in 1,200 mile pilgrimage to Rome

By Muriel Sobo

If you did a demanding job
for 26 years and then had

a three month sabbatical
what would you do? Climb
Everest, explore canals in a
narrow boat, swan around
on the Riviera — almost too
much choice!

Tim Thorpe, the Methodist minister in
Ponteland, was faced with this decision.
So he chose to walk over 1,200 miles
across Europe on the Via Francigena or
Pilgrims Way from Canterbury Cathedral
to Rome!

And he even found a friend to walk
with him and share the agony and
ecstasy. Tim knew Chris from 40 years
ago when he was his best man so the
plan incubated for about six months
and came to fruition over May, June
and into July.

Tim loves walking but found the
journeys which start and end in the
same place just a bit boring. He relished
the unknown of how or when they would
eat or sleep and the unpredictability of
weather and venues for a night’s rest.

It was a pilgrimage with a destination.
But it was no soft option. They crossed
France from Calais to Lake Geneva in
Switzerland and then the Alps over the
Saint Bernard Pass into Italy, through
Tuscany and the ltalian Lakes to Rome.

Yes, of course they got blisters, but you
deal with those. However Chris had

to take a couple of days out in France
since his feet were badly affected by the
very wet conditions while Tim continued

1

Pop

Little Tinklers flursery

Sonaol 52e Thoreill ¥ozd Bondelmd

NEW Ofsted registered Nursery
from birth to five years

in for a look around an);ﬁme
or ring 01661 822500

Ice Queen &
Princess Party R '_.'i o

Sunday 18th September, ..’i ; t
2:00pm-5:00pm

on his own. That was a low point for him
and he did think of turning back. It didn’t
happen and they went on to average
around 20 miles a day.

Strangers could be angels! One evening
in France they reached a village at 8
o’clock but there was no campsite to
pitch their tent, just three dodgy hotels.
They sat on the pavement in despair
when a guy appeared from over the
road, invited them in for a meal, gave
them a bed for the night and sent them
on their way next morning. He had done
the pilgrimage and spoke good English!

Weather was unpredictable and at
times extreme. In France in May they
walked through torrential rain and their
feet suffered; walking over the Alps
they experienced deep snow and by
the time they reached Italy they were
starting at 4.30 in the morning when the
temperature was already 24 centigrade
and reaching up to 40 during the day.

Tim is back in the pulpit for another two
years before he retires. He managed to
lose 20 pounds and looks very fit but
what an adventure! We are just in awe
of his achievement.

The Reverend Tim Thorpe on the left and his friend

Chris at Canterbury Cathedral at the start of the Via
Francigena.

KIRKLEY HALL

CONFERENCES | WEDDINGS | EVENTS

2 Join Queen Elsa and Princess
v OPEN 7' 300m 6 9 30pm Anna for a party, and enjoy a sing- %
v H H along, story-telling and magical
Moder'n, bmghT & welcomlng party games. Suitable for children
v aged 3-10 £10 per child with one
v . : + free adult, additional adults £5pp
rint enfry system For rore :
— . Kirkley Hall o ore nformation and 1
4 Garden Show e U
www.ki
% n gardens Sunday 25th September, irkleyhall.co.ulk
v ) acks inc 10am-4pm Y facebook

Come along and enjoy tours,

demonstrations and expert advice. Meet our gardeners and
find out how they care for Kirkley Hall's extensive grounds and
walled garden. There will also be plants for sale and amateur
horticultural and family competitions to enterMore details
available on wwwkirkleyhall.co.uk Free entry.

1 4 pontnews&views

Tel: 01670 841235
Email: enquiries@kirkleyhall.co.uk
Kirkley Hall, Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 0AQ

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk
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Juliette to compete at
international beauty pageant

A Ponteland schoolgirl will compete in an international
beauty pageant in the US next summer after winning her

first UK title.

Juliette Taylor won the Junior Teen
category at the Royal UK Miss
pageant in Blackpool, beating 40
other girls to the title and securing her
place at the Royal International Miss
pageant in Orlando, Florida, next July.

The 14-year-old, a pupil at Ponteland
High School, has raised well over
£4,000 this year through charity work
— community volunteering is a key
element in the pageant — with both
the Christie Charity and Together

for Short Lives receiving more than
£2,000.

She has spent the summer helping
at various charity events including
WECARE (helping street dogs in Sri-
Lanka), CHUF and Tiny Lives.

Juliette’s sponsors include Park
House Nursery - where she used

to go as a baby and she now helps
out in the holidays, dressing up as
various characters including Princess

Anna, Rapunzel and Jessie from
Toy-Story, NO1 Gym, Elite Acoustic
Solutions, Solutions Recruitment,
Kickz Dance weatr, Eleven boutique in
Cramlington and Cool Check.

She said: “When my name was
announced as the Junior Teen
category winner, | was so happy |
cried. | was really overwhelmed that

| had won a national title. I've never
been to the USA before, so I'm very
excited about taking part in the Royal
International Miss pageant next year.”

Mum Jill added: “I am immensely
proud of what Juliette has achieved
in a short space of time. She has a
lot of support from friends and family
and is a determined young lady

who deserves to do well. Next term
she will play Sandy in the school
production of Grease as well as
continuing with her pageant work
and starting her GCSEs.”

DISSINGTON HALL
ENTERPRISE HUB

At the Dissington Hall Enterprise Hub we offer...
Office space to rent
2 large offices currently available
Meeting rooms
Superfast Broadband

Cycle to work and use our bike shelter and shower facilities!

S

Callus on 01661 886063

or email gillfadissingtonhall.co.uk

pontnews&views 1 5
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Ponteland United FC has been prorhoted to
the Northern Football Alliance League Premier
Division after a four year absence.

A highly successful first season with new manager, former
player Liam Mclvor, saw the team them lift the Clayton Charity
Cup, the NFA Stelrad Minor Cup and the Northern Alliance Bay
Plastics George Dobbins League Cup - all for the first time in
the club’s history.

The team spent the season chasing Shilbottle WC and
Newcastle University in the First Division and finished in 3rd

Build a
brighter
future for
your chil

Kip McGrath's qualified teachers
create individual tutoring programmes,
using proven Kip McGrath methods.

Maths MReading e |ET1=l:
English @ASpelling K -0
] Comprehension assessment

MEG ra_"c_H

EOUCATIONCENTRES

Newburn & Westerhope Ki
0191 4355274

15t Flaor - Tynavale Waorks,
High Street, Newbum,
METS BLM

b g cg b rersbraon ww e beeg
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Pont United return to Prémier Lea

] L-:.:._ %

gue after four year absence

"out'side the .firé't_two automatic promotion places, but-Shilbottle

resigned from the league due to players leaving and Ponteland
were instead promoted.

The pre-season has started well, with the club retaining the
Clayton Charity Cup and defeating fellow Premier Division team
Shankhouse 4 - 2 in their last pre-season friendly.

The club will again consist of some 35 teams from Under 7s
through to the adults, including five girls’ teams. If anyone is
interested in joining the club as a player, coach or voluntary
helper please contact Club Secretary Alan Birkinshaw at
pontelandunited@hotmail.co.uk or on 07774 523762.

Open all day, every day

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk



Bad experience
with Varifocals?

Varifocals continue to be developed

to better and more comfortable standards

for everyone.

In this 21st Century with growing under-
standing of how the human body works
and what we need to live longer, it is
acknowledged that today more and more
of us are living as much as 20 years
longer than our parents. But our eyes
struggle with this longevity and most of
us will start to experience deterioration in
our ability to focus on objects near and
far at around the age of 40.

One common symptom of this ageing
process is a realisation that our arms are
no longer long enough for us to focus on a
newspaper, magazine or book. A visit to
the Optician a decade or two ago would
result in a prescription for heavy and
unglamorous spectacles with obvious
banding between the prescription for near

and far distance.

FREE UPGRADE

More recently, with innovation in lens
manufacture the lucky ones emerged from
their opticians with varifocal lenses that
were light and stylish, with no real sign that
anything other than single vision lenses
had been fitted, but for some the soft
focus areas of the lens created a feeling of
‘swimming through vision’ which was
difficult to cope with.

We are frequently advised that “I have
tried varifocals but I just can’t get used to
them”. As the visual solution that will
restore as near to “natural” vision as

possible, this is disappointing to hear.

We feel that a large percentage of these
“non-tolerances” can be avoided by
accurate measurement of the positioning
of the lenses and using a superior quality
varifocal.

to the next level of varifocal
lenses for existing wearers

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

for anyone with a ‘non tolerance’ to varifocals

Call in for more details

YEARS
ANNIVERSARY

IN PRACTICE

Trust the practice you

know on your high street and
now on-line

Ponteland 25 Main Street, NE20 ONH Tel: 01661 823374

www.geoffstevenandsons.co.uk

1.

In our opinion success relies
principally on two variables:

The quality of the varifocal

lens design.

We have a long and proud history of
supplying ZEISS varifocal lenses
because we have found them to be
very successful. The name ZEISS is
synonymous with superior quality
optical products. Their varifocals
provide large distance, intermediate
and reading areas with a smooth
transition in power. For the wearer, this
results in comfortable, natural vision at
all distances.

2. The accuracy of the

measurements taken to
position the varifocal lenses
in the frame precisely in front
of your pupils.

We take measurements for new
varifocals with an instrument called an
i-terminal. (See picture below). This
will measure the correct positioning of
the lens relative to the pupil with an
accuracy of 0.1mm thereby maximising
the visual comfort experienced by the
wearer.

'i"i_i_|

Geoff STEVEN & Sons

OPTICIANS




For Prospective Ap
Pupils and Parents
6:30pm - 8:30pm
Thursday 29th
September 2016

Flower show
this weekend

This weekend sees one
of Ponteland’s major
annual events - the parish
flower show.

The 39th Annual Ponteland

Parish Flower Show will be held

in Ponteland Memorial Hall on
Saturday September 10th.

‘An Outstanding school
where pupils thrive'

: Ofsted 2008 & 2013
[

Open Days Tuesday 4th October,
Wednesday 12th October &
Thursday 20th October 9am-3pm

P
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Children and parents
from all schools are
very welcome to attend.

There are 133 classes covering
flowers, vegetables, fruit, children,
cookery, handicrafts, art, wine,
and photography.

b
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pontelandflowershow.co.uk and paper schedules with entry MIDDLE SCHOOL
forms are available in Ponteland Library and various other Callerton Lane,
locations in Ponteland, also in Heddon-on-the-Wall, Belsay and Ponteland. NE20 9EY
Dinnington. Children’s entries are free. Tel: 01661’824853

Staging of entries can commence on Friday September 9th from
7pm until 9pm and on Saturday September 10th from 8am until
10.30am. Judging commences at 11am.
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The schedule can also be accessed electronically at c PONTELAND COMMUNITY

atfbdyng BN BERAL

Any queries — please contact Syd Cowan at
syd.cowan@btinternet.com or on (01661) 824459.

ENJOY OUR RELAXING

ERITMENTS

Bring in this advert and receive a 10% discount off your first treatment.

r M .

=

Y

=

h Opticians

Beauty & Podiatry
We aspire to be innovators in the Beauty industry. Fashions and styles come and go. We intend to be here
through them all, giving you the warm, personal attention you deserve. If you need a massage after a long, hard day
or are ready to treat yourself to a total body treatment, we offer you a comfortable atmosphere and a staff that's
dedicated to serving you with a complete range of therapeutic treatments.

oW \E

Mic JESSICA cLEMIS

tel: 01661 820008 | email: Info@hb-opticians.co.uk
hb Opticians 29 Broadway, Darras Hall, Ponteland, NE20 9P W.

sunj unkie"' o _r
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Tournament marks rugby club’s 50th anniversary

Ponteland Rugby Club continued its 50th
anniversary celebrations with a round robin
15-a-side tournament.

Teams from Blyth, Gosforth and Novocastrians joined hosts
Ponteland for the tries plus conversions only event, held on

August 21st, playing for a cup, shield and bowl. Gosforth were
declared winners.

Ponteland’s Callum Chick was also there, fresh from being part
of the Rugby World Championship winning England under-20s
team, having scored a try in the final.

The tournament followed a fun day held in July, with stalls

barista coffee - speciality teas

homemade cakes & scones

for directions and more details visit:

kirkleycycles

01661 871 094

service repairs spares

4% SHIMANG ~(2mypragnily: =RFAIMN.

ROAD © MOUNTAIN - COMMUTE

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

and fairground rides, and the Cramlington Caribbean Crew
and local vocalist Neil Black entertaining the crowds
throughout the afternoon.

Wes Dixon, from PRC, said: “The day was an opportunity for
the club to entertain not only the players and supporters from
the other clubs, but also the sponsors who are so vital to the
running and very survival of Ponteland Rugby Club.”

As the new season is set to get underway, if anyone is
interested in becoming involved with Ponteland Rugby Club,
as a junior or senior player or just as a supporter, please
contact Andy Lawson at andrew_lawson@btconnect.com or
on 07989 355557.

Bl
. ORIGINS

A UNICHIE PRESENTATION

MIGHT JUST APPEAL
DEFFERENT and
FULL OF SURPRISE

Wi e

Bruss Gract Saptosher 2078

6.30pm Saturday 17th September
Ponteland Memorial Hall
Tickets £12 - Supper / Brochure
Barclays Bank & Geoff Steven

IN AID OF BLIND CHILDREN
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Simpson Home
and Pet Sitting

Putting your mind at ease. ..

References given on request
Fully insured!

For info call 07719990817 I3

-
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GKM CLEANING SERVICES

Fully insured - DBS certified - COSHH compliant

We are a local family run business offering an
exceplional sewice al affordable priced
All types of domestic and commercial cleaning
services available from £10 per hour

For enquiries please contact Giselle Gibson on
07808 892 517 or GiselleGibson@hotmail.co.uk

PONTELANp

= | PONTELAND
~n GOLF CLUB

VENUE FOR HIRE

“One of Northumberland’s finest!

Excellent catering & bar facilities.”
Golf North East

Our recently refurbished dining
room is the perfect venue for
any private and intimate occasion

We cater for all occasions including christenings, birthdays,
anniversaries and weddings. We also cater for funerals, providing
a sympathetic and professional service. Our function room can
hold up to 100 guests.

We offer a range of hot and cold buffets along with a formal
menu for seated dinners.

Our professional and attentive team ensures that you have the most
pleasant and effortless time during your function.

With a wealth of experience - both front of house and in the kitchen -
we guarantee that we can cater for your every need.

Call now for availability

01661 822 6389
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New underground cables
to improve Ponteland’s
power supply

Work has started on a £1m investment in
Ponteland’s electricity supply network.

Northern Powergrid is installing 7.5km of 20,000 volt
underground cables along a section of the A696 to improve
reliability of supply — replacing the overhead power lines that
currently deliver power to Ponteland.

The new 11,000 volt cable from the primary substation at
Newcastle Airport, and a new 20,000 volt cable from another
substation at Kingston Park, are being installed alongside fibre
optic pilot cables for system communication and telemetry
purposes.

The route from Cheviot View crosses the River Pont, following
the road to the junction with Darras Road before turning left
and going to the Ponteland South substation, which is located
adjacent to the Waitrose store.

Alister Gregory, project engineer at Northern Powergrid, said:
“We’re significantly upgrading the power supply to ensure the
network is less vulnerable to severe weather. The overhead
power lines that currently supply Ponteland will remain in place
and act as a back-up supply.

“As with any construction works there will be some disruption

to traffic, but we’re making every effort to minimise the

impact. Where possible, our contractors are using trenchless
technology to install ducts and cabling, with re-instatement work
carried out as quickly as possible.

“We hope that residents and commuters will bear with us while
we make this significant investment to ensure that Ponteland
has a reliable, resilient and robust power supply for many years
to come.”

The improvement works are due to be completed by mid-
March. The company has directly contacted residents who
live along the A696 route. Courtesy boards will remain on site
during all phases of the construction.

The planned works will not affect residents’ power

supplies, but anyone with a general inquiry about them

can contact contractor Clancy Docwra’s 24-hour helpline on
0800 6345944 or Northern Powergrid’s customer care team
at cus.serv@northernpowergrid.com or on 0800 2987769
(Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm).

A WORLD-CLASS
EDUCATION

for a free assessment.

Ponteland Study Centre FOR YOUR CHILD
Liz Burrin 01661 823273
KUMON

Fees vary. Please refer to your local study centre.

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk



", . . . :
< invisalign
Invisalign- the

clear alternative
to fixed braces.

Book now for your free smile
evaluation and to see a simulation
of your new Invisalign smile.

EVALUATION
WORTH £250

1 - - 7
horg has never becn a etter tome 1o hind

aut it Irvasaliggn s right for you with;
FREE smile evaluation

I

FREE 3d smile simulation
FEEE tooth whitening
|

L

L]

™
Before After o« REFE removable retainers
o« FREE fAxed retainers

— : (01661) 872979
H |gg| ns Wl nter higginsandwinter.co.uk

Dental Practice info@higginsandwinter.co.uk

Higgins & Winter Dental Practice, 17 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD

Mon 9am-5.30pm | Tues 8am-8pm | Wed 8am-7pm | Thu 8am-8pm
Fri 8am-4.30pm | Sat 9am to 12noon.

* Terms and conditions apply. Pre-authorisation of debit/credit card required to secure booking.



Café wins national
award for its tea

A Darras Hall café has won a national award
for its house blend tea.

Bella & Frannie at the Broadway, which is owned by Lynsey
and Mark Caizley, was selected for the Great Taste Award by
500 judges.

Lynsey said: “We opened Bella & Frannie’s in November 2015
and wanted to develop our own range of high quality tea blends.
We have received rave reviews from our customers so decided
to enter our House Blend into the Great Taste Awards.

“Our tea was judged by 500 judges which included respected
chefs and food writers, buyers from Harrods, Fortnum and
Mason, Harvey Nicols and Waitrose so we are absolutely
thrilled.”

Established in 1994, Great Taste describes itself as the largest
and most trusted accreditation scheme for fine food and drink.
This year 10,000 products were blind-tasted by panels of
specialists including top chefs, cookery writers, food critics,
restaurateurs and fine food retailers.

The panel of judges included TV chef and author Valentine
Warner, MasterChef judge and restaurant critic Charles
Campion, fifth generation baker Tom Herbert from Hobbs House
Bakery, Great British Bake Off winner Frances Quinn; food
buyers from Harrods, Selfridges, Fortnum & Mason, Harvey
Nichols and Waitrose and chefs including James Golding, chef
director of THE PIG Hotels, and Kevin Gratton, chef director of
HIX Restaurants.
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Huge blades bring
centre of Ponteland
to a halt

By Muriel Sobo

The middle of Ponteland came to a
complete halt one July day to allow
the passage of three turbine blades on
their way to be assembled as part of a
16 turbine wind farm on the Ray Estate
near Kirkwhelpington.

| saw this once but it has been ongoing this summer as the
blades are transported from Blyth and eventually up the A696 to
their destination.

The Ray Estate belongs to Lord Devonport, the third of that
name, originally created in the 20th century for political service.
It was bought by Devonport in the 1950s. The previous owner
was Sir Charles Parsons, the famous northeast inventor and
industrialist who is buried in Kirkwhelpington churchyard beside
his wife.

The size of these turbine blades is unbelievable; in the
photograph the front of the carrier is on the bridge and the rear
stretches past YOLO’s!

There were at least six escort cars with flashing lights rushing
about to control the traffic since it was all stopped to allow
these giants to pass. In all, parts for 16 turbines passed through
Ponteland to form another wind farm near Sweethope Lough on
the Ray estate of wild moorland and sheep farms; a beautiful
part of our county, windswept and lonely!

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk



Do you need help at home?

T - iyl At Home with... Helen

: | | s McArdle Care can offer
you a bespoke packagein
personal care to enhance
your life and maintain
your independence.

We provide reliable and
flexible services in:

- Personal Care

- Carer Relief

- Companionship for Outings
- Shopping and Cleaning

- Meal Preparation

Aﬂ
with...
®

Helen MArdle Care

Did you know?

You can use your personal budget

from Social Services to pay for Home
Care services?

Call us today - we can offer you help
and support to arrange this.

You can also access services in:
Hair and Beauty - DIY - Decoration « Gardening - Day Care « Short Breaks

For a free, no obligation consultation please call:

= 0191 461 8861 @) ticlen Mardie Care

www.athomewithhelenmcardlecare.co.uk
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Christmas is coming and Haveli entices
you fo celebrate the festive season with an
Indian twist. Our multi-awardawinning tfeam
has createddestive menus with'dishes that
usedfréshly ground Indian spices and locally
sourced fresh produce, all served to you
and your.guests in an elegant-and festive
sefting.

The Haveli feam is proud to have been
honoured with a string of accolades this
past year. Amongst them are:

e The Journal’s Secret Diner award for
Best Indian Restaurant in the region

* Open Table's Diner Choice Award

» Tripadyvisor's Award for Excellence

» Tiffin Cup 2016 Finalist & placed 4ih.Best
Indian Restaurant in the UK

* The only Indian restaurant io be
recommended by the Michelin'Guide
2016 for Great Britainr&iretcnd within
100 miles

f II.

There’s never been a better time to celebrate Christmas with Great
Indian Food. Join us this Festive season, don’t delay and book today.

Open 7 days a week - 5pm till 11pm, 3-5 Broadwayy, Darras Hall, Ponteland, NE20 9PW

01661 87 27 27 www.haveliponteland.com ¥ @HaveliPonteland f /Haveli.net




