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from just

£15

per treatment .' %

We already look after over
1 million, happy, healthy
lawns, and we’d love to
look after yours too!

So give us a try - we're
cheaper than D.LY. and our

results are far superior. GreenThumb

LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

For your FREE lawn analysis, call today:

0191 4886202

*Prices based on a lawn size of up to 40m?

Sales, Spares, Service &
Repairs On All Types of
Vacuum Cleaner

Specialising in

dyson
* ALL REPAIRS GUARANTEED
* SERVICE CONTRACTS AVAILABLE

Specialist for
KIRBY |54
& Service

RV e

Tel 0191 284 6688

www.vacattack.com

Vac Attack’

Your promise of excellence, Domestic & Commercial

Generation House, Station Road, South Gosforth, Newcastle

#STRETTLE

e Funeral arrangements for cremation or burial -
Religious or Humanist from £2495 inclusive

® ‘Pre-need’ funeral and memorial plans
® Advice on grave purchase - traditional or woodland

® Memorials in stone, marble, slate and granite -
traditional or bespoke from £390 inclusive

® Memorial renovation, additional inscriptions etc.

: ,
® Statuary, vases, plaques and ‘tomblets
- the remarkable miniature home memorial

® Memorial stone valuation/insurance

® Sympathy and funeral floral tributes

Office, Showroom and Chapels of Rest at:
15 West Road, Ponteland Tel: 01661 822015
450 West Road, Newcastle Tel: 0191 274 2471

24HR ENQUIRY LINE

(0191) 252 8222

Thinking of retiring?
Unsure of your options?

Speak to

a pensions ﬂ. ?
expert f,

Qe 5

r independent
< | financial
advisers J

For your free initial consultation
give us a call on (01661) 821110 or
email us at enquiries@cfs-ifa.co.uk

CFS Independent Financial Advisers
NatWest Bank Chambers, 2 Darras Road, Ponteland, NE20 9HA

CFS Independent Financial Advisers is a trading style of Connacht Financial Services

Sefw'mg the Fonteland community since [99¢.

Pont News & Views is published by Ponteland Town Council in conjunction with Ponteland Community Partnership. Inclusion of articles and advertising in Pont News & Views
does not imply Ponteland Town Council’s or Ponteland Community Partnership’s endorsement, agreement or approval of any opinions, statements or information provided.
If you would like to submit an article, feature or advertise contact: T. (0191) 3408422 E. pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk W. Westray, 16 Sunniside Lane, Cleadon Village, SR6 7XB.
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Gym expansion to go
ahead despite burglary

A gym owner is pressing
ahead with expansion
plans despite a £10,000
raid by burglars.

Thieves stole electrical equipment, a till

and safe containing £2,000 in cash and
power tools from James Milburn Training on
Merton Road, Ponteland.

They struck sometime between 8.30pm

on Tuesday April 5th and 4.45am on
Wednesday April 6th, smashing the padlock
off the gym’s door before heading upstairs
to raid the office and physiotherapists’
room.

Among the items stolen were an iPad, an
iMac computer, a security system unit,
music system and £800 worth of protein
supplements.

Owner James Milburn believes the thieves
had been tipped off that the security alarm
and CCTV system had been disabled, as
the main power supply had been shut down
due to an unresolved debt from another
tenant in the building.

The gym had been running on an
emergency power supply during opening
hours for a few days while legal paperwork
was being checked by the utility company
to prove the unpaid bill was not Mr
Milburn’s responsibility.

James Milburn points to the missing safe in his office. Photo: Trevor Walker

T

The burglary happened during the
refurbishment of the ground floor, which

is being turned into a new gym due to
open in late April called No 1. The upstairs
gym, opened in 2013, will continue to offer
personal and group training

Mr Milburn, an award-winning nutritionist,
sports coach, lecturer and former UK
athlete, said: “It has been a terrible week.
Due to the security system being disabled
| have been advised any insurance claim
would probably be void so we are just
having to take the hit for the damage and
stolen goods.

“But clients have been fantastic in their
support — one has given us a stereo,
another loaned us a laptop and sorted

a new router. We plan to open the new
gym downstairs within the next two weeks
and hope the police catch whoever is
responsible.”

Northumbria Police said a 28-year-
old man has been arrested on
suspicion of burglary and a
31-year-old woman arrested
on suspicion of handing
stolen goods and both
released on bail pending
further enquiries. Anyone
with information is asked
to contact police by
calling 101, quoting
reference 109 06/04/16.



There have been 32 crimes
reported for the Ponteland and
surrounding area in March.
These break down to the following
offences:

* One robbery

* One burglary to dwelling

* One burglary to garage

* One theft of motor vehicle

* Three thefts

* Two damage to dwelling

* One damage other than dwelling

* One damage to fence/play park

» Two damage to motor vehicle

* One damage to sign

* One shoplifting

* Three make off without payment

* Seven assaults

* Three harassment offences

» Two child cruelty offences

» Two possession of cannabis.

Poor parking

There have been recent concerns raised
regarding inconsiderate parking on

shutters and offers:

e A free consultation, survey and quote

*Spring offer ends May 15th 2016,

terms & conditions apply.

Shuttercraft Newcastle Ltd is an
independent franchisee of Shuttercraft Ltd.

Interior Wlndow Shutters

Shuttercraft Newcastle is a leading local supplier of interior window

e "20% off all shutters during our spring offer
* The widest range of premium quality window shutters

Call Andrew today on 0191 206 9467

quality shutters and blinds

shuttercraft B

www.shuttercraft-newcastle.co.uk

Poor parking, uncontrolled o
dogs and unruly youths

PC Lee Davison, Ponteland Rural
Neighbourhood Beat Manager

Thornhill Road, Meadowfield Industrial
Estate, Broadway and Middle Drive.
Please ensure when parking that you

use designated areas. Do not obstruct
pavements, driveways or park on the
carriageway so as to cause a hazard to
other road users. Council enforcement
officers are routinely seen in the area and
police will also enforce vehicles causing
obstruction. Many motorists are using the
grassed verge areas on Callerton Lane
(school run/leisure centre) and on unpaved
roads in Darras Hall (workmen). Continued
misuse will cause irreparable damage to
park verges and kerbed areas.

Out of control dogs

Owners have a responsibility to ensure
their dog is under control in a public
place. There have been incidents recently
of dogs/owners being attacked on

the bridleway at Callerton Lane and in
Ponteland Park. Lambing season is well
underway and dogs found to be worrying
livestock can be lawfully shot by a farmer
or landowner.

Anti-social behaviour
There have been further reports of youth

EXCLUSIVELY

RETAIUNG
S:CRAY

PRODUCTS
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for a free assessment.

Ponteland Study Centre
Liz Burrin 01661 823273

KUMON

Fees vary. Please refer to your local study centre.

NORTHUMBRIA

POLICE

anti-social behaviour and damage in

the Callerton Lane play park. Police are
patrolling the area and any youths involved
risk police action. Reports of nuisance
motorcycles continue in the rural area.
Five riders have been issued with car seize
warnings for riding off road and any further
activity could lead to their bikes being
seized and crushed.

Community Speedwatch volunteers
monitored more than 850 vehicles in the
area in March, resulting in 46 warning
letters to motorists and one driver receiving
a home visit about excessive speed.

Local police surgeries will take place on

the following dates:

 Saturday 7th May 10am to 11am -
Waitrose, Ponteland, with PC Lee
Davison

* Saturday 7th May 1130am to 1230pm -
Belsay shop, with PC Lee Davison

Contact the Ponteland Neighbourhood
Team:

Tel: 101 ext-69569

Email: easttynedale.npt@northumbria.pnn.
police.uk

A WORLD-CLASS

EDUCATION
.\ FOR YOUR CHILD

Going On Holiday?
Leave Your Property
In'Safe Hands

ImpeccableiVMerfioblelBackground

You donitineed te have
petsito use
propertyandpets.co.uk

01670735169 Mob: 07974 406 3?5

orcheckioutiounwebsitel www propertyandpets.coluk

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk



Find us on:

@nTheN\orkeT o

Residential Sales and Lettings

« No Upfront Marketing Costs
- Experienced And
- No Withdrawal Fees For Sole Agency Qualified Staff

- No Tie In Period - National Access To Out Of
Town Buyers
- Free Internet Advertising
« Member Of Relocation
+ Free Accompanied Viewings Agent Network

- Free Appraisals « Member Of The Guild Of
Professional Estate Agents
- Regular Vendor Updates And Reports

» Five/Six Bedrooms « NO CHAIN « NO CHAIN

» Open Plan Kitchen / Living Area » Four Bedrooms « Three Bedrooms

» West Facing Rear Garden « Two Receptions Rooms « Countryside Views

« Circa 0.66 acre » Mature Site Circa 0.5 acres « Recently Refurbished
« EPC: C «EPC: D «EPC: F

t. 01 661 872 1 1 1 www.dobsonsestateagents.co.uk

o enquiries@dobsonsestateagents.co.uk

Number One Broadway, Darras Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9PW
~ 0 Ll e ‘f*.“"”” @nTheN\arke’r o . @ P -t ya= 2




Head warns county council:
I'll see you 1n court

The headteacher and governing body of a closure threatened school are planning to take
Northumberland County Council to court if it presses ahead with a controversial education

restructure in Ponteland.

Leaders at Ponteland Community
Middle School are taking legal advice
about a potential judicial review as
hundreds of parents campaign against
the proposed closure of the Ofsted
outstanding rated school.

Meanwhile first school headteachers
have taken legal advice following what
has been described by one chair of
governors in a letter to parents as
‘personal and at times offensive attacks
made on them’ via social media.

Last month PCMS headteacher Dr
Caroline Pryer said she was stunned
to find out that all six first schools in
the Ponteland Partnership - Belsay,
Whalton, Heddon on the Wall, Darras
Hall, Ponteland and Stamfordham -
had asked NCC to launch a public
consultation on scrapping the three tier
system in favour of a two tier primary
and secondary model. They were
supported by Ponteland Community
High School.

The restructure would mean adding
years 5 and 6 to the six first school rolls
to create 3-11 primary schools and
years seven and eight to the high school
to create an 11-18 secondary school,
with PCMS closing and Richard Coates
Middle School becoming a 3-11 primary
school.

The proposed changes would be
phased in between 2017 and 2019,
when Ponteland Middle School would
close and Ponteland First School would
relocate to a new building on a shared
site with Ponteland High School.

In a letter to parents on April 11th Darras
Hall First School’s chair of governors Dr
Andy Large said there was no mention
of any school closures at a meeting of
the first school headteachers with NCC’s
director of education Andy Johnson

on February 23rd, when a discussion
about a multi academy trust turned to
consulting on a two tier restructure.

The proposal to close PCMS as part of
the restructure was presented in a report
by Mr Johnson at a subsequent meeting
at Matfen Hall on March 7th of all nine
headteachers, he said.

The speed at which NCC moved to
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launch a formal consultation process
following the joint first school request

— within three weeks - has led to
accusations the authority is keen to see
the restructure go ahead, a claim the
council has rejected - saying it has no
policy on whether schools operate a two
or three-tier system.

MP Guy Opperman has accused NCC
of “trying to impose its own plans on
Ponteland”. He said: “We cannot see
why there is such an unseemly rush for
this unprecedented upheaval. There is
a real danger the county council is now
setting one school against another.”

He warned: “It is now vital the county
council listens to the people of
Ponteland. If local people are opposed
to these plans it would be a real mistake
for the county council to go ahead.”

Opposition has also come from the
governing body of the federation of
Longhorsley and Whalton C of E First
Schools. In a letter to parents, chair

of governors Paul Truscott said the
governors had voted unanimously
against the proposed restructure,
writing: “...there are strong reservations
that the move is not in the best interest
of Whalton C of E First School”.

Gateshead headteacher slams
consultation as a ‘circus’

The consultation process has also

been slammed by Paul Naughton,
headteacher of the Ofsted outstanding
rated Sacred Heart Primary in Byermoor,
Gateshead, in a letter of support to
campaigners. He said: “Outstanding
headteachers and governing bodies
discuss key issues at length with
parents and stakeholders before making
change.”

Comparing this approach to the
Ponteland consultation, he added: “I
use the term circus; this is not only
embarrassing for Ponteland schools

but a total insult to your parents and
extended local community. This beggars
belief. If any headteacher posts come up
in Ponteland schools soon, who would
apply? If | were looking to place a child
in a school in Ponteland now, | would
have to think twice. Good luck.”

Council will take all views into
account before deciding

Coun Robert Arckless, cabinet
member for children’s services at
Northumberland County Council said:
“The council remains neutral about the
three-tier or two tier debate in Ponteland.
The details of the consultation, which
has been generated by the schools
themselves, will include a qualitative
analysis of the views expressed and
the numbers and types of respondee.
It will be presented in a report which is
scheduled to be considered by council
committees towards the end of May.

“Before making any decision councillors
will be looking very closely at the
analysis and all of the feedback that

is received. They will take the views of
everyone into account. Their focus will
be on what is best for all the children
and families rather than any particular
interest group. Headteachers, teachers,
governing bodies, parents, children and
others will provide us with their views on
how any changes might have an impact
on outcomes for children. All alternative
options will be considered and
welcomed as part of the consultation.

“Representatives from each school in
the Partnership will be present at the
consultation events for parents, staff,
members of the community and any
other interested parties to talk to about
the proposal and implications. Individual
schools are also running their own
consultation events. It is very important
that a fair and balanced picture is
presented by all involved.

“We are following the same open

and transparent consultation process
in Ponteland as we have in all cases
across Northumberland. This process
started in October last year with
building proposals, has continued with
schools talking about becoming part of
a multi-academy trust for the last few
months, and more recently schools
asking for the current consultation.

“As a local authority we continue to
encourage all interested parties to have
their say, and welcome all feedback,
including other proposed models from
other schools.”

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk



Parents at an open governors meeting at Ponteland Community Middle

Huge support for parent
campaign

Parents from both Ponteland Middle
School and Heddon First School fighting
against the restructure plans have set up
three Facebook campaign pages with
more than 1,500 ‘likes’ and a change.org
online petition to save PCMS has 2,500
supporters.

More than 250 parents attended an initial
meeting at PCMS on March 21st where
the decision to form a campaign group
was made. Since then an information
leaflet has been posted to 4,500
households across the Ponteland parish,
a newsletter has been produced, and
banners have been put on display.

Fundraising activity for a potential legal
challenge includes three curry nights at
Ponteland Tandoori, while campaigners
were planning to man stands at the NCC
consultation events on April 23rd at
Ponteland High School and on April 28th
at Ponteland Memorial Hall.

PCMS also planned to deliver a large
batch of consultation questionnaires to
County Hall with two bus loads of pupils.

Dr Pryer said there had been significant
support for the campaign: “We have
received many emails, cards, letters,
flowers, cakes, biscuits, chocolate and
financial donations.”

But despite the potential rejection of the
planned restructure by parents, Dr Pryer
did not believe NCC would listen. She
said: “I think they will try to continue to
change to two tier and we shall challenge
them legally.

“The judicial review is something we are
talking about and gathering evidence.

We are talking with legal representatives
and researching the costs involved. We
would have to do major fundraising but
we have nothing to lose.”

Hermina Ely, a mum of three school-age
children in the Ponteland system and
Parents of Ponteland Schools (POPS)
campaigner, added: “We have a tried and
tested school system that we know works
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well and already have a group of schools
that outshine most in the county. Yet we
are being asked to gamble on unknown
territory with no evidence or guarantee
that it will be better.

“Why not simply keep the status quo and
demand that NCC works harder for us in
supporting their excellent schools? Why

change anything?”

THE ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF TWO TIER

“There are sound educational reasons to change, including reducing the
number of transition points from school to school, ensuring continuity of the
curriculum and continuity of assessment, keeping accountability for progress
across the primary phase clearly in one school and ensuring that we attract
the best teachers into our partnership of schools by offering the opportunity to
teach across the full primary phase in one school. The benefits of a primary/
secondary model have been recognised already in many parts of the country
that have moved from a 3 tier to a 2 tier system. It is interesting to note that

in no part of the country are there proposals to move from a 2 tier to a 3 tier

structure.”

Lynn Blain, Headteacher, Ponteland First School

“As a high school we are accountable for the outcomes at the end of year 11
following five years of secondary aged schooling however we only have control
over three years of that teaching as years 7 and 8 take place within middle
schools. One of the key benefits of 11-18 provision is that you have control

over the full five years ensuring that students are taught by subject specialists,
with expertise and experience of GCSE and A level; you can plan curriculum
continuity across the full secondary phase; ensure that assessment systems are
aligned, as well as being able to quality assure the whole period of schooling.”

Kieran McGrane, Headteacher, Ponteland Community High School

How to take part in the consultation

The consultation is open until midnight on May 11th. A response form can

be completed online at:

northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Consultations.aspx

Ponteland Community Middle School

The headteacher of Ponteland Community Middle School Dr Caroline Pryer wishes to clarify that her statement which appears
in this issue of Pont News about plans to legally challenge Northumberland County Council referred to notional plans by the
parent-led campaign groups and not the school governing body. We are happy to make this clear.

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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Get the Party 1n the Park
date in your diary

Families are being invited to mark the date of one of
Ponteland’s biggest annual events - the Party in the
Park — in their diary.

The 14th party at Ponteland Park, which last year attracted an

estimated 3,000 people, takes place on Sunday June 12th from
1.30pm. Admission costs £1 (children under five free).

Entertainment will include a fun fair, pony rides, target paint ball, a
climbing wall, Spitfire simulator, archery, and the Richard Coates
Middle School orchestra and choir.

The event is as usual organised by the Christian Churches together
in Ponteland - St. Mary's, St. Mathews Catholic Church, Ponteland

Methodist Church and United Reformed Church - to create a social
gathering for the families and children of Ponteland and to support
local charities.

Families pack Ponteland Park at last year’s event.
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MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

INTELLIGENT MOTION

ASX OUTLANDER PHEV
FROM£14,249 - £23,899 INCLUDING £2,500 GOVERNMENT PLUG-IN CAR GRANT®
5 YEAR UPTO FIVE STAR UP TO 32 MILES | 156 MPG | NO ROAD
WARRANTY* | 61 MPG | EURONCAP EV RANGE COMBINED TAX
—
Blackshaws Book a test drive

Im Ak Rumily vince 1818

Coopies Way, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 6JT 01670 719 478 www.blackshaws-mitsubishi.co.uk

All prices shown include VAT (at 20%), deposit contribution (where applicable) and Government Plug-in Car Grant (where applicable) but exclude VED and First Registration Fee. Models shown are: ASX ZC-H 1.6 diesel 4WD manual at £22,499 (including
saving) and 16MY Outlander PHEV GX4hs 2.0 petrol hybrid automatic at £38,499 (including Government Plug-in Car Grant). Metallic paint extra. On The Road prices range from £14,434 to £43,054 and include VED and First Registration Fee. Metallic
paint extra. 1. Deposit contributions can be used towards a finance option or can be taken as a saving against the list price. Finance is through Shogun Finance Ltd T/A Finance Mitsubishi 116 Cockfosters Rd, Barnet, EN4 0DY and is subject to status
to UK resident customers aged 18 and over. Finance Mitsubishi is part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offers are available at participating dealers between 30th March and 28th June 2016. Offers are only applicable in the UK (excludes Channel Islands and
1.0.M) and are subject to availability and may be amended or withdrawn at any time. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to Finance Mitsubishi. Blackshaws Garage Ltd trades as Blackshaws Mitsubishi Morpeth. 2. All new
variants shown come with a 5 year/62,500 mile warranty (whichever occurs first) and the Outlander PHEV comes with a 8 year/100,000 mile traction battery warranty. For more information please visit vwww.mitsubishi-cars.co.uk/warranty. 3. For more
information about the Government Plug-in Car Grant, please visit www.gov.uk/plug-in-car-van-grants. The Government Plug-in Car Grant is subject to change at any time, without prior notice. Fuel figures shown are official EU test figures, to be used as
a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.

ASX range fuel consumption in mpg (Itrs/100km): Urban 38.2 — 54.3 (7.4 —5.2), Extra Urban 56.5 — 67.3 (5.0 — 4.2),Combined 47.9 — 61.4 (5.9 — 4.6),
€0, emissions 152 - 119 g/km.

Outlander PHEV range fuel consumption in mpg (ltrs/100km): Full Battery Charge: no fuel used, Depleted Battery Charge: 51.4mpg (5.5), Weighted
Average: 156.9mpg (1.8), CO, Emissions: 42g/km

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk pontnews&views 9



Your letters

A model for leading edge leisure and education

E facilities 1s put forward in this month's letters. ..
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Consett’s new leisure centre shows how it
should be done

In the interests of a balanced discussion regarding any
proposed development of the leisure centre and schools on
Callerton Lane, can | suggest that residents visit the new
development of leisure centre and educational facilities on the
perimeter of Consett’s town centre?

Perhaps this is what our local children’s future facilities should
look like? Not only has Consett’s centre been revitalised

but | understand the modern, new development is generally
appreciated by their residents.

Furthermore the leisure centre is always full and well supported
because it is leading edge. Consett, like other local centres, is
not being left behind in the 21st century.

Peter Sutcliffe
Middle Drive, Darras Hall

Great concert - shame about the turnout

With some friends | went to the Queen’s 90th Birthday
Concert at the United Reformed Church on Broadway on
Friday April 8th.

I'd like to thank the organisers for such a wonderful evening
of varied music, superbly played and very reasonable priced,
compared with other venues in the North East.

However, the attendance was rather disappointing. It is good
to have local events of such high calibre, but organisers will
only continue to arrange these if they are supported. It seems
amazing to me that out of a population the size of Ponteland,
fewer than 100 were in the audience.

Come on fellow residents. Support local events. Remember the
old saying...if you don’t use it, you lose it!

Christine Tweedie
Cecil Court, Ponteland

Gentleman who lost watch outside Barclays
bank sought

I work in the Barclays branch in Ponteland and a few weeks
ago we had a gentleman who came in after he had fallen
outside a couple of days previously and lost a gold watch, and
was looking to see if anyone had handed one in.

Since then we’ve had a customer who has handed in a gold
watch that was found on the grass outside the bank and | am
unable to trace the gentleman who originally lost the watch.

| just wondered if anyone had been in touch with yourselves as
the gentleman was quite upset when he found he had lost this.
Any help would be greatly appreciated.

Steven Liddle
Barclays Bank, Ponteland branch

June issue deadlines: Delivery of the June issue will start on Tuesday May 24th and be completed by Saturday May 28th. The deadline for all copy
and adverts is Tuesday May 10th. If you are aware of any missed properties please contact the editor at pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk or call (0191) 3408422.
Businesses should be aware that all bookings for advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure placement in the June issue.

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher.
The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should include the writer's name and address.

extensions
conversions
new houses

www.planitdesigh.uk.com
info@planitdesign.uk.com
call 0845 604 3757
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RIBA HY

Chartered Architects
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Ponteland Methodist Church
Tuesdays 11am-11.45am
Ponteland United Reformed Church
Thursdays 9.30am-10.15am
Dinnington Village Hall
Fridays 9.30am-10.15am

“Eie

2

www.lindseythomsonheley.zumba.com Tel: 07732 359399

£4.00

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk




What's on...

Ponteland U3A

Our speaker at the monthly meeting on
Wednesday May 4th is Keith Bartlam and
his subject ‘Tales of an airline pilot’. We
meet in St Mary’s Church Hall at 2pm on the
first Wednesday of the month. Visitors are
welcome. See u3asites.org.uk/ponteland or
ring (01661) 822225.

Kirkley WI

The ladies of Kirkley WI look forward to
guest speaker Maureen Kesteven attending
their monthly meeting on Wednesday 4th
May at Kirkley Hall at 7pm, to talk about the
National Garden Scheme. Visitors welcome.

Ponteland Senior

Gentlemen’s Club

Our speaker at 2.30pm on Monday May 9th
in the lounge of Ponteland Memorial Hall,
Darras Road, is Prof Joh Derry and this is
also our AGM.

North East England Group

of the Alpine Garden Society
Monday May 9th - An Audience with John
Richards. John will talk about his life

and his work with Alpines. There will be
opportunities for members and guest to ask
questions. There will be a free buffet after
the meeting. Our meetings take place in St.
Mary’s Hall, Thornhill Road, Ponteland. The
doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start. The
charge to visitors is £2 per meeting. Details
from Terry Teal at t.teal@btinternet.com or
(0191) 4132574.

Ponteland Village WI

On Tuesday May 10th at 7.30pm in St
Mary's Church Hall it is our annual meeting
and annual baking competition. Contact
pontelandvillagewi@hotmail.com or
Facebook page 'PontelandVillageWI'.

Callerton Garden & Flower Club
The next meeting of Callerton Garden &
Flower Club will be on Wednesday May 11th
at 2pm at the Memorial Hall, Ponteland.

The demonstrator is Audrey Foster (AD) of
Whitby ‘Around Every Corner’. Visitors £5,
all most welcome.

Ponteland Business Network
Ponteland Business Network’s next
business breakfast meeting is at the
Diamond Inn from 7.45am to 9.45am on
Friday May 13th. All local businesspeople
who live or work within the NE20 and NE18
postcodes are welcome to join. The £10
cost includes a bacon butty or croissant
and tea/coffee. Contact: Brian Russell at
pbn@profitabilitygroup.co.uk

Stepping into Spring

Join us for a cuppa & a chat, find out more
about staying active, involved and well, local
activities and volunteering opportunities that

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

are happening near you. Saturday May 14th
10am - 12noon at St Mary’s Church Hall,
Thornhill Road, Ponteland. The Ponteland
Hopper is available to take you to and

from the event free of charge. For more
information or to book a seat on the bus
telephone 0770 699 6897.

Plant Heritage North
East Group

Our next meeting will be at 2.30pm on
Saturday May 14th in the Memorial Hall
where speaker Alistair Chalmers from the
National Trust for Scotland will tell us about
the Gardens at Branklyn and their four
National Plant Collections.

Ponteland Tennis Club

‘The Great British Tennis Weekend’ is
on May 14th/15th at Ponteland Tennis
Club. The link to book your place

is: clubspark.lta.org.uk/OpenDays/
SearchResults?location=ponteland

Ponteland Community

Partnership

Come to a meeting and share your

ideas, concerns and expectations

for improving the quality of life in our
community. All welcome. Our AGM is

at Ponteland Town Council offices at
7pm on Wednesday May 18th. Contact:
pontelandcommunitypartnership.co.uk or
shirleyahill@o2.co.uk

Queen’s 90th Birthday Service
A service is being held at St Mary’s Church
at 3pm on Sunday May 22nd to mark the
Queen’s 90th birthday with refreshments
afterwards at St. Mary’s church hall. All
welcome.

Ponteland Embroiderers Guild
Monday May 23rd - Melita Butterall,
Durham, ‘Durham Cathedral Embroidery
Collection’. Meetings are held in the
Memorial Hall, Darras Road on the 4th
Monday of each month from 2pm to 4pm.
Contact: ponteland.eg@btinternet.com or
(01661) 881395.

The Bridge @ Ponteland

Methodist Church

The Bridge is a different way of doing
church. We are relaxed, friendly and
relevant to life today. Everyone is welcome
whether you are a Christian or just
wondering. We meet at 4pm in the church
hall on most Sundays. Dates in May: 1st;
8th (all age service); 22nd; 29th. Sunday
school/kids activities available. For more
info call Tim or Kay on (01661) 822057,
email thebridge.ponteland@gmail.com or
find us on Facebook.

Ponteland Bowling Club

On each of the four Saturdays in May and
the first Saturday in June Ponteland Bowling
Club in Darras Road, Ponteland, next to the
Memorial Hall, will be hosting free ‘Bowls
for Fun’ mornings. Sessions are from
10.30am until 12noon. Why not come along
and give bowling a try, everyone welcome
and no age limit? The club currently has
membership vacancies for females and
males of all ages and no joining fee. See:
www.pontelandbowls.com

Ponteland Ladies’ Choir

Are you interested in joining a friendly
group of singers with a young, enthusiastic
conductor? We meet at Ponteland
Methodist Church on Mondays from 7.15pm
to 9pm in term time. No audition needed.
Contact Brenda on (01661) 821704 or Rosie
on (01661) 871663.

Rotary Club of Ponteland
Rotary Club of Ponteland meet every
Tuesday at Ponteland Golf Club. The
meetings alternate between lunch times
(1st & 3rd Tuesdays) and evenings (2nd
& 4th Tuesdays). New people of all age
groups and both ladies and gentlemen
are very welcome. If you would like more
details please contact Alan Hall at
alanhalleef@msn.com or on

(01661) 860284.

Line dancing

We meet every Wednesday at 7pm in St
Mary’s Church Hall. We have lots of laughs,
friendship and exercise to music. The cost is
£20 for ten sessions. Dancing is at Beginner
and Intermediate level. New dancers are
always welcome, free taster session offered.
Contact Rosemary Gray on (01661) 822493.

Wednesday evening bridge at

Merton Hall

If you enjoy relaxed games of bridge,

you will be welcome at Merton Hall each
Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm until next
Easter. You do not need to bring a partner.
Why not come along to try us out? We play
Acol and Chicago scoring.

Ponteland Village Bridge Club
Would you like a friendly game of bridge?
Ponteland Village Bridge Club meet every
Friday evening in Merton Hall at 7pm. We
play 20 boards of relaxed duplicate bridge.
If you don't have a partner you can still
come along, please telephone Pete Ford
our Chairman on 07739 208308 and if
possible he will fix you up with a partner.

Pont Badminton Club

Pont Badminton Club meets every Friday
evening between 8.30pm and 10pm at
Ponteland Leisure Centre. Adults of all ages
will be assured of a warm welcome. Just
come along or contact 07986 388822 for
more information.
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onteland Town Council

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS

The Town Council meeting was preceded by
the Annual Town Meeting attended by nine
residents and town and county councillors.
The Mayor presented his annual report for
2015-16 and he also presented the Meritorious
Service award along with a gift and flowers to
Val and Peter Riley for their work assisting at
Merton Hall as volunteers.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

SCHOOLS CONSULTATION

Councillors were asked for their initial views
on the proposals for a two tier system of
education in Ponteland. It was agreed that
the Council would agree a response to the
consultation following attendance at the NCC
consultation events on April 23rd and 28th.
The consultation ends on May 11th.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY

A report updating Councillors on the
celebrations for the Queen’s 90th birthday
was presented, with a list of the various
events at which the Council would be
represented. Councillors were pleased

with the response from organisations and
businesses who had agreed to be involved
in the celebrations. They also agreed to send
a letter of congratulation to the Queen on
behalf of Ponteland. A press release was to
be issued to the local media and a message
from Prince Charles that had been circulated

Saturday 14 May 2016
10.00am — 12.00pm

St Mary’s Church Hall
Thornhill Road, Ponteland

The Ponteland Hopper is available to take you to and from the
event free of charge. For more information or to book a seat on

the bus telephone 0770 699 6897.

12

pontnews&views

to Councillors would be published on the
website and Facebook pages.
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HIGHWAYS WORKING PARTY

A recommendation from the Highways
Working Party, which had met on March 11th,
to instal a new lighting column on the footpath
between Kirkley Drive and Meadowfield
Industrial Estate and another at the Close just
off Darras Hall for reasons of pedestrian safety
was agreed. New street signage for Western
Way to Edgehill (five signs) and from North
Road to Main Street (eight signs) was also
approved.
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ENVIRONMENT WORKING PARTY
The Working Party had met on 18 March
2016.The Council agreed to obtain costs for
covering the large planter at Merton Way with
artificial grass or recycled green rubber to be
in place for the Northumbria in Bloom judging
in July.
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PONTELAND LIBRARY

Coun Dodd said it appeared the current site of
the library was being earmarked for housing
Development, but he was still hopeful that a
library and community hub including offices
would also be located on the site. It was very
likely that the library would move temporarily
from its current site to the leisure centre in the
near future.
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PONTELAND
TOWN COUNCIL

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
COUNCIL

Coun Dodd said county councillors were
keeping a watching brief on the schools
consultation. A recent planning committee had
approved the plans for the new County Hall
to be located at Ashington. Coun Dodd said
he would use some of his special allowance
to carry out some works at the car park at the
back of Merton Way. He urged councillors to
attend the NCC Central Area Committee on
Thursday May 12th at the Memorial Hall at
6pm to discuss matters of concern with NCC
officers. Coun Jackson reported on changes
to the planning system, including a reduction
in the number of central planning committees
from three to two with delegation of decisions
now at 96%. Any objections to applications
would be considered by a small working
group with the officer in charge of planning
and the committee chair and vice chair.

They would consider objections and decide
whether they were serious enough to warrant
taking the application to committee. The
planning enforcement system in Ponteland
was being strengthened, with four additional
area based officers to include a named officer
for the Ponteland area.

This report is based on the minutes of the
Town Council meeting held on April 13th.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o
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RECEPTIONIST/CLERICAL

Salary: Spinal Column Point 14 - £16,231
(pro rata — 15 hours per week)

Part time 15 hours Monday to Friday between
hours of 9.30am to 12.30pm

PRIDE IN PONTELAND

Ponteland Town Council is a Quality Council serving some
12,000 residents who want to make everyone feel “Pride in
Ponteland”. The Council is seeking to appoint a Receptionist/
Clerical Assistant to support the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and the
Council. We are seeking someone who has experience of
dealing with the public and can provide an excellent ‘front of

At least three years of relevant administration and reception
experience together with excellent IT skills and the ability to work
as part of a small team are essential.

For an application form, send a SAE to Ponteland Town Council,
Unit 1 Meadowfield Court, Meadowfield Industrial Estate,
Ponteland, NE20 9SD or ring (01661) 825092. A copy can also
be downloaded from the website ponteland-tc.gov.uk

Closing date: Noon Friday 20 May 2016
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ASSISTANT

house’ service.
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.- for countryside
N festival

Kirkley Hall is offering a day of family fun as its
grounds are opened for its annual countryside
festival.

More than 4,500 people attended last year’s event and on
Sunday May 15th visitors will be entertained by Morris dancing,
horse riding displays, a fun dog show, tree climbing, floristry
displays, fairground rides, and a cattle and sheep display.

Other attractions include the Zoological Gardens and a variety
of stalls selling local crafts, plants and food including a hog
roast and BBQ, while teaching staff will offer careers advice
and answer any questions on courses Northumberland College
offers at Kirkley Hall.

Entry costs £4 per person and parking will be in a field with a £1
charge per car.

Kirkley Hall Zoological Gardens houses over 300 species of
animals including new world monkey species such as the
critically endangered cotton-top tamarin and endangered

A dog performs at last year’s festival. Photo by Trevor Walker. Goeldi’s monkey. See kirkleyhallzoo.co.uk
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COUNTRYSIDE
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SUNDAY 45TH MAY, 10AM-4PN

KIRKLEY HALL

CONFERENCES | WEDDINGS | EVENTS

www.thejewellersguild.co.uk
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barista coffee - speciality teas

homemade cakes & scones

for directions and more details visit:

kirkleycycles

01661 871 094

service repairs spares
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BARNARDOS PONTELAND CELEBRATES

25 YEARS OF FUNDRAISING

The Barnardos Ponteland Committee is celebrating 25 years
of fundraising which has seen £115,000 raised with the loyal
support of many local residents.

The local landmark coincides with the 150th anniversary of
Thomas Barnardo starting his work with destitute children in
London, following an outbreak of cholera.

Across the UK Barnardos has helped 240,000 children,
young people and their families and runs 960 services - many
of these in the North-East helped by money raised by the
Ponteland committee.

Barclays Bank recently handed over a cheque for £980 in
match funding to members of the Barnardos Ponteland
committee following our ladies lunch at Horton Grange.

JUST TWO WEEKS LEFT TO COMMENT

ON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN VISION

Residents and businesses have just two weeks left to
comment on a vision and set of objectives for the future
development of Ponteland.

An online questionnaire can be completed at
pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk and hard copies sent out
with last month’s Pont News are also available at the Town
Council offices and the library.

The vision and objectives, which cover the environment,
housing, employment, transport, education and healthcare, are
the culmination of a three year process managed by Ponteland
Neighbourhood Plan Group, a group of volunteers working on
behalf of the Town Council.

It is the final consultation stage before PNPG produces a

full draft Neighbourhood Plan for Ponteland Civil Parish. This
will be subject to a six week consultation and scrutiny by an
independent examiner. If passed it will go to a full referendum
and if more than 50% of voters support it, the plan will be
adopted and become part of Local Development Plan for

the area.

NOMINATIONS SOUCHT FOR

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

The 2016 Annual General Meeting of Ponteland Community
Partnership will be held on Wednesday May 18th at 7pm in
Ponteland Town Council Committee Room, Meadowfield
industrial estate.

Nominations for membership of the Executive Council for
the posts of Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer
are being sought as well as members of the Management
Committee and should be submitted in writing no later
than May 4th to: Mrs Shirley Hill, Hon. Secretary, Ponteland
Community Partnership, 90 Runnymede Road, Ponteland,
NE20 9HH.

We are a group of volunteers all with a strong community spirit
who wish to reach out to all residents, working with other local
groups, and engage with projects and events for young and
old to enhance their quality of life. Do come along and meet us.
You will be made most welcome.

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk
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' Woodland walk leads to
huge display of daffodils
e By Muriel Sobo

... The Monday Walkers of Ponteland Leisure

. Learning (U3A) explored a fascinating ancient
semi-natural woodland of about 14 acres near
Dipton Mill.

Called Letah Wood, and managed by the Woodland Trust, it
is said to be the most northerly habitat of native daffodils in
England.

Cultivated daffodils have made a great show this year and
lasted for quite some time but there is no comparison with the
delicate more muted colours and form of the native variety.

‘ They are beautiful, and to see carpets of them in a mainly beech

and oak woodland interspersed with green carpets of garlic "*,
_ almost ready to flower is very uplifting; members of the group
- . were delighted to have the pleasure of a walk taking in this
=44 unique sight.
% We were accompanied by a loud woodpecker in the wood and
1% | larks in the pasture outside. The walk of about three miles
% started and finished at the Dipton Mill pub, just two miles south
o of Hexham, where we were refreshed with an excellent selection -

of sandwiches and drinks.
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Build a
o LET'S GET GLOWING!
b rlg hter : ' NEW FITNESS CLASS STARTS MAY 4

Dance routines and glow sticks to some banging club anthems

.I from the 90s to current day. Burn up to 500 calories an hour.
u u More like a night out than a work out!
£4 PER CLASS

. §
yo u r c I . Contact Rebecca at bex.nolan@yahoo.com or call 07791 907062

Every Wednesday 6.45pm to 7.45pm at Ponteland Memorial Hall

Kip McGrath's qualified teachers
create individual tutoring programmes,
using proven Kip McGrath methods.

MMaths MReading &) RTT:F el S H
MEnglish MSpelling KIS o .1 _ Impson llome

M Comprehension assessment and Pet Sitting

Newburn & Westerhnpe K. Putting your mind at ease. ..

01914355274 ke i
1st Floor - Tynevale Works, et

High Street, Newbum, EDUCATIONCENTRES
NE15 8LN kpncgroth o uknewburnweserhope

References given on request
Fully insured!

Forinfo call 07719990 817 I
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Merton Hall volunteer couple
receive award for ‘sterling work’

A couple who have worked for many years as volunteers at Merton Hall have received a
prestigious accolade from the Mayor of Ponteland.

Peter and Val Riley help with the running of events and general functions, book service and general handyman assistance on
upkeep of the popular Ponteland community venue. items such as tables and chairs.

Praising their “sterling work”, Coun Carl Rawlings presented “They are well regarded by the team of volunteers, they

the Town Council’s 2016 Meritorious Award along with a communicate well and work hard to keep Merton Hall a safe
bouquet of flowers and said: “Val and Peter have worked in and pleasant place to visit. It therefore gives the Town Council
the hall for some years on tasks such as the volunteer rota, great pleasure in presenting this small token of appreciation.”

ENJOY OUR RELAXING | thegmld the

e N TS © e

Bring in this advert and receive a 10% discount off your first treatment.

ouild

Theraplsts

™

R Orticians h b \

Beauty & Podiatry BeO uty

We aspire to be innovators in the Beauty industry. Fashions and styles come and go. We intend to be here

through them all, giving you the warm, personal attention you deserve. If you need a massage after a long, hard day
or are ready to treat yourself to a total body treatment, we offer you a comfortable atmosphere and a staff that'’s
dedicated to serving you with a complete range of therapeutic treatments.

e D, OO I
Su“JUDk'e oy I JESSICA eLEMIS

tel: 01661 820008 | email: Info@hb-opticians.co.uk
hb Opticians 29 Broadway, Darras Hall, Ponteland, NE20 9PW.
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Will represents region

in national rowing finals

Ponteland High School rower Will Viney is off
to Nottingham to compete for the North-East
in the British Rowing Junior Inter-Regional
Regatta.

The Year 9 student secured his place at the finals being held at
the National Water Sports Centre after winning the double sculls
in the Ponteland Junior Head time trial on the River Tyne with
Tyne United teammate Michael Bessent.

The pair have been selected to represent Northern Rowing, and
they will compete against the best boats in their age group from
each of the other 11 British Rowing regions.

FUTSAL FINALIST ALEX
ON TARGET

Ponteland schoolboy Alex Richardson could
be on his way to playing for England after
picking up a runners-up medal in a national
futsal tournament.

The Year 9 student played for the FA Regional North and
East Yorkshire Deaf and Partially Sighted Futsal team at the
tournament held at the Birmingham Futsal Centre.

Headteacher Kieran McGrane said: “Alex is in his first year at
Ponteland High School and has made a great start, impressing
everyone with his enthusiasm and positive attitude. | am sure
these characteristics will be essential to him as he continues to
progress, hopefully to represent his country.”
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GKM CLEANING SERVICES

Fully insured « DBS certified - COSHH compliant
We are a local family run budineds offering an
exceplional derwice ol affo'dable priced
All types of domestic and commercial cleaning
services available from £10 per hour

For enquiries please contact Giselle Gibson on
07808 892 517 or GiselleGibson@hotmail.co.uk
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PONTELAND
- GOLF CLUB

VENUE FOR HIRE

“One of Northumberland’s finest!

Excellent catering & bar facilities.”
Golf North East

Our recently refurbished dining
room is the perfect venue for
any private and intimate occasion

We cater for all occasions including christenings, birthdays,
anniversaries and weddings. We also cater for funerals, providing
a sympathetic and professional service. Our function room can
hold up to 100 guests.

We offer a range of hot and cold buffets along with a formal
menu for seated dinners.

Our professional and attentive team ensures that you have the most
pleasant and effortless time during your function.

With a wealth of experience - both front of house and in the kitchen -
we guarantee that we can cater for your every need.

Call now for availability

01661 822 689

pontnews&views
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DARRAS HALL

TAXIS

01 6612‘;91 0184

email: darrashallprivatef@hotmail.co.uk

CHEAPEST FARES GUARANTEED
PRICE PROMISE

WE WON'T BE BEATEN ON PRICE
OR RELIABILITY BY ANY OTHER
LOCAL TAXI COMPANY.

24 HOURS A DAY

EXECUTIVE 6 SEATERS AVAILABLE

BOOK A DARRAS HALL TAXI

and see the difference in the cost
to your journey!

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk



Do you need help at home?

@ TR =T

You can also access services in:
Hair and Beauty « DIY « Decoration « Gardening « Day Care « Short Breaks AWARD

For a free, no obligation consultation please call:

= 0191 461 8861

www.athomewithhelenmcardlecare.co.uk

At Home with... Helen
McArdle Care can offer
you a bespoke package in
personal care to enhance
your life and maintain
your independence.

We provide reliable and
flexible services in:

- Personal Care

- Carer Relief

- Companionship for Outings
- Shopping and Cleaning

- Meal Preparation

At
with...

@ Helen MArdle Care

Did you know?

You can use your personal budget
from Social Services to pay for Home
Care services?

Call us today - we can offer you help
and support to arrange this.

@ Helen MArdle Care

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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L HAVEL| 4#' Great Indian food just
got even better...

Secret
iner i Diner
/ARDS |l AWARDS

27149 27515

Winner = o
Diners’ Choice Th D-Se(ret g
P\

Award ﬂPE“TIbI-ﬂ" Sea of the Year

- At Haveli, we are committed to sourcing and
- using the best possible ingredients. In our quest
- for quality, we conducted blind taste trials
3 . with guest chefs to see if they could tell the
‘l difference between San Marzano Denominazione
: d’'Origine Protefta (DOP) tomatoes and the more
- commonly used Roma plum tomato. They agreed
& unanimously that the San Marzano DOP tomato
‘ based curries were much better in terms of flavour,
texture and the tomatoes’ ability to ‘hold’ spices. 1
San Marzano DOP tomatoes are more fleshy than
R most other plum tomatoes, have fewer seeds with
a stronger and sweeter but less acidic taste. Asa
¢¢-...~‘$ e ) result, our chefs now use Italian San Marzano DOP &
® N certified tomatoes exclusively in all of Haveli's
tomato based curries.

San Marzano DOP tomatoes enjoy the same
protection under EU law as Champagne. The
tomatoes can only be grown in the Sarno-Nocerno

“Ele - Vdlleys where the volcanic soil is specially fertile
thanks to Mount Vesuvius. There are many other
regulations which must be complied with for DOP
certification, which means that the tomatoes used
in Haveli's curries are the finest available anywhere
in the world. After all, great ingredients make for

. great food.
-
Private Dining Takeaway Menu
Plan a gathering, party or event at Haveli and Experience restaurant quality food in the comfort
use our 14 seat private dining room where you & of your own home. Now with free local delivery
your guests will receive personal attention from for orders over £20

their own dedicated waiting staff. The main
dining room is also available for larger events

Open 7 days a week - 5pm til 11pm, 3-5 Broadway, Darras Hall, Ponteland, NE20 9PW

01661 87 27 27 www.haveliponteland.com ¥ @HaveliPonteland § /Haveli.net




