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A record amount was raised 
for charity as teenagers Oscar 
Redman and Dan Pybus won 
Ponteland’s Wheelbarrow Race 
for the third year running.

The traditional event, thought to date back 
to the early 14th Century, is run every New 
Year’s Day at noon with a one mile circular 
course from the Blackbird Inn. 

Organised by Ponteland 41 Club and 
Ponteland Rugby Club, it includes an 
adult’s race and a junior race, and was 
started with a short parade of fancy dress 
barrows led by the ‘Lord of the Manor’ and 
the Mayor of Ponteland. 

This year there were 22 entrants, including 
Dave ‘The Fridge’ Taylor from Darras Hall, 
and prizes were awarded to the winners of 
the fancy dress, men’s, ladies’ and juniors’ 
races. 

Dan and Oscar powered home in first 
place in 7min 14sec, six seconds ahead 
of their fathers Alan Redman and Andrew 
Pybus, who had won five years in a row 
prior to their sons’ winning treble. Vicky 
Williamson and Joanne Brown were the 
quickest ladies’ team, while Will Scott and 
Lucas Eden won the junior race.

The records of previous winners of the race 
only go back about 10 years and the Town 
Council would like to compile a list of all  
 

previous winners. If you know who won the 
race in previous years please let us know 
and hopefully we will be able to publish this 
information.

The Blackbird gave us great support and 
provided a hog roast and prizes for the 
event, with barrows loaned by Greenham 
Tools of Gateshead and Jewsons of 
Ponteland.

Buckets were rattled and money was 
raised for the Bobby Robson Cancer 
Charity and Macmillan Cancer Support.  
A record £900 was raised and shared 
between these two charities.

Photos by Nick Clark: www.nickclarkimaging.com 

Barrow boys score hat-trick of victories 
as race raises record amount for charity
By Andy Anderson

Winners Oscar Redman and Dan PybusDave Taylor and Claire Richardson

Victoria Williamson and Joanne Brown
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 3 courses £15.95/children £8.50

Ristorante Fratelli, Bell Villas, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9BE

www.fratelliponteland.co.uk | 01661 872195
Open all day every day

Sunday lunch menu:
 1 course £9.95/children £3.50      
 2 courses £12.95/children £6.00

FAMILY FUN 
ON THE MENU
Sunday lunch entertainment is just magic!
Families are promised a magical time when they enjoy 
Sunday lunch at Fratelli, with a new special side dish of 
magic, face painting and balloon modelling. 
Every Sunday from 1pm to 3pm. 

Happy Hour - 12 ‘til 9pm Pasta / Pizza £6

Ponteland Community Middle School 
has become only the second school in 
Northumberland to be judged by Ofsted 
to be outstanding in every area since 
the introduction of a new, more rigorous 
inspection framework last year. 

The 553-pupil school was commended 
for its strong leadership and management 
in the report, which concluded: “The 
Headteacher leads a strong team of senior 
and middle leaders who share her dynamic 
vision and commitment to enriched 
teaching and learning. This team has 
created a whole school culture of positive 
thinking.”  

It continued: “Leaders, including 
governors, have the highest expectations 
of themselves and the staff they lead. Their 
enthusiasm and drive is shared by all who 
work in the school.” 

Giving achievement of pupils its highest 
rating, Ofsted reported: “The progress of 

Year 5 children accelerates rapidly so that 
they are well above the average by time 
they leave the school at the end of Year 8.”

An outstanding curriculum provides a 
broad range of subjects and a plethora of 
enrichment activities taught by extremely 
knowledgeable staff, inspectors added.

Under the revised Ofsted framework 
another key judgement is made on the 
behaviour and safety of pupils. Lead 
Inspector Christine Cottam said: “Pupils 
are proud ambassadors for their school 
and thrive in a positive, calm, working 
atmosphere, where staff model the highest 
standards of respect and behaviour for 
pupils to follow. High levels of mutual 
respect pervade the school so that 
incidents of poor behaviour, bullying or 
racism are rare.”

On governors, the report said: “They have 
an excellent understanding of the strengths 
and weaknesses of the school and have 

clear roles which they execute thoroughly.” 

Headteacher Dr Caroline Pryer said: “The 
(Ofsted) team were thorough, professional 
and fair. It was a positive, challenging and 
emotional experience. The children were 
expecting end of unit assessments so 
were delighted instead to share with the 
inspectors their love of learning in lively, 
well organised lessons.”

Chair of Governors Jane Bell added: “We 
are so proud of everyone. This report is a 
reflection of the hard work and dedication 
of all staff and pupils of which the whole 
community will be proud.”

The inspection was carried out on 
December 11-12 and the full report can 
be viewed at: www.pontelandmiddle.
northumberland.sch.uk/site/1923-school-
information/page-34523-ofsted

Cover shot: staff and students celebrate the 
outstanding verdict recreating the school logo in  
human form.

Students and staff celebrate 
‘outstanding’ inspection report

Charity ball to help 
fund all weather pitch
Ponteland Middle School is making good progress 
on its project to build an all weather 9v9 pitch on 
the school field this summer.

The new facility will be available to local schoolchildren, sporting 
clubs and the wider community.

We are securing funding now and are very grateful to Sport 
England, the Football Foundation, Northumberland County 
Councillors, Ponteland Town Council, the Lions Club of Ponteland, 
the Rotary Club of Ponteland, Darras Homes and local businesses 
for their support. 

Now the Friends of Ponteland Middle School are focused on a 
‘Night with the Stars’ ball at the Gosforth Marriott on March 1st. 
The evening includes a three course supper, disco, live band, 
excellent raffle and a few surprises! Tickets costing £49pp are 
available from the school. 

Members of the community are also invited to contact the school 
to discuss further details, make comments and support us in the 
consultation stage as we go through the planning application 
process.

We can be contacted at: 
pms@pontelandmiddle.northumberland.sch.uk  
or on (01661) 824853.

Staff and pupils at a Ponteland school are celebrating after it was identified  
as one of the best in the country by Ofsted inspectors.
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Residential Sales and Lettings

t: 01661 872 111
Number One Broadway, Darras Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9PW

www.dobsonsestateagents.co.uk
enquiries@dobsonsestateagents.co.uk

The Homesteadings
High Callerton Farm, Ponteland, NE20 9TT

High Callerton Farm is an exclusive and very rare scheme, the
architecture and design is innovative and modern, and yet the
buildings are traditional in style with beautiful stonework, quoins
and lintels with pitched slate roofs and conservation skylights.

The architects, Nicholson Nairn, very successfully interpreted the
requirements of modern day life with family recreation areas
overlooking the beautiful private gardens, courtyards and
terraces.

High Callerton provides a small hamlet of fine, historic properties
dating back to the 16th Century and is located on the edge of
Darras Hall, close by to the centre of Ponteland village,
immediately accessible to the road network to Newcastle
International Airport as well as the city centre.

The successful completion of two luxurious properties at
Callerton Gate provided the first phase of the redevelopment of
the former Steading.

Units 3, 4 and 5 are created from the nineteenth century stone
barns offering fantastic privacy within this exclusive
development and each of these properties will provide 4/5
bedrooms  with the use of large, glazed windows set to the
apex of the roof undoubtedly creating a magnificent open
space with the feeling of the countryside and adjacent gardens
coming into the house. 

These properties will have great style and character as well as
the latest modern services, bespoke furniture and beautiful
fittings to the bathrooms and kitchens.

NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR VIEWING

Dobsons A4 PN Jan13 homesteadings:Layout 1  13/1/14  22:55  Page 1
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PROJECTS REPORT

Skate park 
Councillors were reminded that the skate park opening has been 
postponed pending some issues raised at the post installation 
inspection. The installer of the facility has been asked to rectify 
various items.  It is also necessary to extend the steel fence with 
a gate and carry out some repairs to the existing wooden fence. 
Provision of a litter bin, signage and landscaping is also required. 
The installer has offered a 20 year warranty subject to an annual 
inspection and would also carry out any remedial work, although 
this required further clarification. The report was accepted and 
the various issues outlined above were delegated to the Clerk for 
action.

War memorial 
The work on the war memorial has been carried out, however the 
existing kerbstones also require attention. A proposal to replace 
the kerbstones as part of the refurbishment to match the existing 
wall was considered and agreed by the Council at a cost of 
£1,840.

BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2014-15

The Town Council is required to agree its budget for the 
forthcoming year and to submit the precept request to the County 
Council by January 17th. The budget as submitted was agreed 
but the amount of the precept and the sum available for project 
‘wish list’ items required determination. Councillors were reminded 
of the fact that the County Council would not be passing on the 
grant for the localisation of Council Tax Benefit.  This year a grant 
of £4,349 had been received and this sum would need to be met 
by the Town Council in 2014-15. Various options in respect of the 
precept and the amount available for the wish list were set out 
within the report. The Council agreed a precept of £358,815 with 
a transfer of £2,245 from reserves to match a gross precept of 
£361,060. This represented an increase of 2.9% on the Band D 
equivalent figure.  This represented an annual increase of £1.86 on 
the Band D rate which equated to 3.6p per week.

BUSINESS CONTINUITY PLAN

Councillor Johnson submitted a report suggesting the Town 
Council should look into having a Business Continuity Plan which 
would allow the Council to continue to operate in the event of an 
unexpected crisis situation such as loss of power, fire etc. She 
also suggested examining a succession planning document which 
would allow the more recent Councillors to gain information as to 
what the experienced Councillors actually did. The Council agreed 
to examine both suggestions further and a Working Party meeting 
would be held to progress these ideas.  A further report would be 
submitted to the next meeting.

NORTHUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL 
COUNCILS (NALC) SUBSCRIPTION 2014-15

The Council agreed to renew its subscription to NALC for 2014-
15 in the sum of £1,159.  The organisation provides invaluable 
support to parish and town councils in the county which was 
regularly accessed by the Town Council.

PONTELAND NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

The Council received the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Groups 
response to the Core Strategy which had been circulated. A brief 
update on the results of the questionnaire that had been sent out 
recently was also given and a report would appear in PNV. See 
article on page 14. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

Councillor Dodd reported that the County Council was in the 
process of going through its budget exercise for 2014-15. He also 
referred to the issue of parking and the traffic on Meadowfield 
Industrial Estate which was becoming a problem on occasions. 
The County Council will be looking into this as part of the parking 
survey.

 

This report is based on the minutes of the Town Council meeting 
held on January 13th. For all agendas and minutes visit  
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk 

  
  GOLF DAYS MARK GOLDEN   
  ANNIVERSARY OF PONTELAND ROTARY

The Rotary Club of Ponteland will be 50 years old in 2014 
when it is intended to organise a number of very special 
events to celebrate the Golden Anniversary.  

The first two will be the golf competition days and dinners - St. 
George’s Day on Tuesday April 22nd and the Am/Am on Tuesday 
May 13th.  St. George’s Day will continue to be a fun day, involving 
the whole community, followed by an appetising, time-honoured 
St. George’s Day Dinner. The Am/Am will be a major fundraising 
event whose format has been altered slightly to increase its 
attraction but also when the prizes will be more valuable than in 
the past.  

Another tasty menu will be available to everyone able to remain 
with us for dinner in the clubhouse that evening.  All the traditional 
features will continue on both days but we hope that the new 
features will increase their appeal to all golfers and their friends 
resulting in a larger contribution to a number of noteworthy 
charities.

Full details can be obtained from Stewart Blair, 45 Cheviot View, 
Ponteland NE20 9BH, or by emailing: 
stewart.blair1@virgin.net or telephoning (01661) 822367. 

 

  NEW CHARITY GROUP RAISES  
  £7,000 IN FIRST YEAR
The Founders would like to thank all Members and former 
Members of Pont Charity Group, who by their very presence 
enabled a step into the unknown to raise nearly £7,000 for 
charity in their first year. 

With such support and equally supportive businesses and public 
we will overcome all problems in presenting varied entertainment 
for enjoyment whilst we seek to emulate that success in our 
second year. May we wish all supporters the very best for 2014.
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One in ten drivers 
caught speeding in  
new crackdown
By PC Rob Anderson – Ponteland Community Beat Manager

In the period between December 
12th and January 14th we have 
had eight crimes recorded for 
the Ponteland area. 

These break down to the following 
offences:

• Two thefts from shops

• One theft

• One public order offence

• One common assault

• One harassment offence 

• Two damage to motor vehicles

Enquiries are ongoing in relation to 
the crimes; the assault offence, public 
order offence, one theft from a shop 
and harassment offence have all been 
detected.

The Community Speed Watch is up and 
running with volunteers from the local area. 
In the space of two weeks in Darras Hall 
250 vehicles were checked, with 25 letters 
being sent out to those who were found to 
be driving over the speed limit. 

The volunteers will be out on a regular 
basis so please be aware of your speed 
and stick to the legal limit.

Ponteland has always had a problem with 
public transport and as a result people 
rely on taxis to get back from Newcastle 
late on an evening. If possible please don’t 
travel back alone or, if you are with friends, 
make sure you all get out of the car at the 
same destination. 

If you are alone make sure you sit in the 
rear of the car. Another option would be to 
book a vehicle from a local firm to pick you 
up from Newcastle. 

If you would like some crime prevention 
advice please contact PC 613 Davison or 
myself, PC 395 Anderson, on 101.

Local police surgeries will be held on the 
following dates:

• PC Rob Anderson February 1st  
 10am - 11am Waitrose, Ponteland

• PC Rob Anderson February 1st  
 11.30am - 12.30pm Co-op, Broadway

• CSO Paul Cotterill February 15th  
 9.30am - 10.30am Merton Hall, 
 Ponteland

• PC Lee Davison February 22nd  
 11.30am - 12.30pm at Belsay village 
 shop

Please come along and have a chat to get 
to know us.

All hand washed cars from...

Contact Guy Lawson or John Gallagher on 05600 757769 
or call into our showroom.

Contact our Service Advisor Guy Lawson or Service Manager 
John Gallagher for a quote on our Service Hotline - 05600 757769 
or 01661 822288.

NOW OPEN SATURDAY MORNINGS
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NOW 
ACCEPTING 

NEW PRIVATE 
PATIENTS 
FOR 2014

(01661) 872979
higginsandwinterdental.com
info@higginsandwinterdental.com

Higgins & Winter Dental Practice,  17 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD 
Opening hours: Mon 9am to 5.30pm, Tues/Wed/Thu 8am to 8pm, Fri 8am to 4.30pm, Sat 9am to 12noon

NEW EVENING AND 
WEEKEND SURGERY 
LAUNCHED
From February 1  we will be open 
until 8pm three nights per week 
and also on Saturday mornings.

The new extended opening hours 
are designed to enable you to fit 
your dental treatment around 
work and other commitments.

A landmark building in the centre of Ponteland 
which dates back to the 1840s is to be largely 
demolished and replaced with two blocks of flats.

The derelict Belville House on Bell Villas, which has historically had 
numerous extensions, has been lying empty for several years since 
its occupation by an IT training business.

Owners McKenzie Real Estates have been granted planning 
permission to demolish all but the original building and build new 
extensions to either side of it, and a new three storey building 
behind, to house 30 one and two-bedroomed apartments.

The plans attracted 25 objections from neighbouring residents and 
from Ponteland Town Council with grounds including claims of 
inadequate parking provision and changing the original character 
of the building.

In a report to councillors, Northumberland County Council Senior 
Planning Officer Caroline Jones recommended approval for the 
plans. She said: “It is felt that, on balance, the development would 
be a positive addition to the conservation area in comparison to 
the buildings which exist on the site currently.

“It is not considered that the proposal would have a negative 
impact on the amenity of neighbouring properties in terms of 
dominance, overlooking or overshadowing.”

She added that the Highways Officer had assessed the proposals 
and was satisfied that adequate parking provision has been made 
in line with NCC car parking standards.

The application was approved by members of the Council’s West 
Area Planning Committee.

Flats plan for landmark Victorian building 
approved despite resident objections

An artist’s impression of the new development  
and (inset) the existing building.
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Your letters
A demand for answers on new housebuilding projections 
and a call for doggy bags for horses in this month’s letters…

County council core strategy  
has more questions than answers
I attended the drop-in session and the evening presentation 
on November 21st in the Memorial Hall for the communication 
of the ‘plan’ so far. There were 200+ residents present and the 
hall was full. 

After the presentation residents questioned way statistics had 
been used, which may have caused inflated house numbers in the 
plan. County council officers were unable to address the concerns 
on the night, but said they would check their figures. 

Housing growth

Councils across the country are planning new housing build to 
meet perceived demand to help fuel economic growth. 

Ponteland is termed ‘a service centre’ by the planners. We 
are similar to Corbridge, which has better facilities in fact, so 
we should expect to have similar housing requirements for the 
future. Corbridge is earmarked for about 15 homes per year. Yet 
Ponteland needs 42 new homes built per year according to the 
NCC plan.

Locations for new housing and employment land 

There are currently about 20,000 houses for sale (Zoopla) in 
Northumberland and Tyne & Wear for under £250,000. The 10% 
or so of unemployed people can’t buy them unless jobs are 
here first and cheap loans are available. Jobs will not appear just 
because homes are built.

How many homes have been built in Ponteland in the two years 
2011 – 2013? This figure was not known by the planning team. 
Since 2011, the following developments have been completed 
or are in plan: McCarthy & Stone – 59; Bellway Peel House – 21; 
Care village – 54; Ponteland Mart – 59; Northumbria Police (150 
in plan, but 350 quoted on Nov 21st). Flats in Rowan Drive? Infill 
housing in Darras Hall?

This could equate to more than 10 years’ development.

The Northumbria Police site is the major area for development 
near Ponteland. What is actually wrong in limiting major 
development in Ponteland to that site?

The Green Belt

The plan is supposed to ‘reflect the needs and priorities of local 
communities’. We do not wish the existing Green Belt around 
Ponteland to be used for building. Are the planners listening? We 
shall see. 

Finally…

Ponteland is planned to be used as a service centre for people 
who will probably commute south to work, when there is 
insufficient money to provide the correct infrastructure i.e. schools; 
sewerage; drainage, to name a few.

We have already seen large applications for housing developments 
for 300 & 600 homes. 

It is obvious that developers are not interested in 20 to 30 
homes per year, so how are the planners going to control a 
yearly increase and still ‘reflect the needs and priorities of local 
communities’?

JR White 
Willow Way, Darras Hall

* See articles on page 14 about the Core Strategy 
consultation and Neighbourhood Plan feedback.

Horse bags also needed
I’ve had a lot of comments about my letter in the December 
magazine on the lack of dog bins and the consequential mess 
it leaves on our pavements, so I’ve been inspired to write 
again about a bigger but related issue. 

My issue this month moves me from canine to equine fouling 
and the point is simple. Why are there signs around about fines 
for ignorant dog owners, yet horse riders are free to allow their 
charges to empty their tanks all over our footpaths, roads and the 
bridle path?

They don’t give the slightest thought to what is going to happen to 
this mess; there are only so many rose enthusiasts on the estate! 

If dog owners should carry bags and pick up I think it’s only right 
that horse owners do likewise. They might enjoy their trots, but I 
don’t want to have to walk in them!

Steve Eglon 
Western Way, Darras Hall

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher.   
The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should include the writer’s name and address and not exceed 150 words.

March issue deadlines: Delivery of the March issue will start on Thursday February 27th. The deadline for all copy and adverts is Monday February 9th. Businesses 
should be aware that all bookings for advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure placement in the March issue.

Coffee Shop
Bolam West House Farm, NE61 4DZ

Beside Bolam Lake
Open: Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday

10.30am - 4.30pm
Tel: 01661 881244
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What’s on...
County Council 
surgeries 
Your local Northumberland County 
Councillors Richard Dodd, Peter 
Jackson, Veronica Jones and 
Eileen Armstrong are available 
to meet constituents on the 
first Saturday of every month 
from 10am-11am at Waitrose 
supermarket, Ponteland and 
Broadway, Darras Hall. Their next 
surgery is on Saturday February 1st.

Ponteland  
Wildlife Group
The February meeting of the 
Ponteland Wildlife Group is on 
Tuesday February 4th. Our AGM 
is followed by a talk by Mike 
Pratt, the Chief Executive of 
the Northumberland Wildlife 
Trust, on ‘The Next Forty Years 
of Nature Conservation’.   This 
special meeting marks the 40th 
anniversary of the setting up of 
the Ponteland Wildlife Group. The 
meeting starts at 7.30pm in St. 
Mary’s Church Hall in the village. 
Entry £2 including refreshments.

Ponteland U3A
Our AGM is on Wednesday 
February 5th at 2pm in St Mary’s 
Church Hall, followed by the 
monthly meeting, with entertainment 
provided by our choral, recorder and 
ukulele groups. We conclude with a 
faith tea. Visitors are welcome. No 
charge. Interested in joining U3A 
activities? Visit our website at  
www.u3asites.org.uk/ponteland  
or ring (01661) 822225.

Ponteland Senior 
Gentlemen’s Club 
Our speaker on Monday February 
10th is Bernard Hope whose talk 
is entitled ‘Nearly 40 Years at the 
Chalkface’. Meetings are usually 
held on the second Monday of 
every month in the lounge of 

Ponteland Memorial Hall, Darras 
Road, at 2.30pm. Membership 
is open to gentlemen aged over 
55. The annual subscription is 
£10. For further details contact 
Donald Lloyd at donaldflloyd@
sky.com or on (01661) 872661. 

 

North East England 
Group of the Alpine 
Garden Society
The subject of the meeting on 
Monday February 10th is ‘The 
Rocky Road to Chelsea’. We are 
delighted to welcome David and 
Stella Rankin from Kevock Garden 
Plants. Their talk is a behind-the-
scenes look at the hard work, 
challenges and thrills involved in 
putting on a floral display for a big 
horticultural show. Kevock Garden 
Plants have become renowned for 
their ‘natural’ displays of alpine, bog 
and woodland plants - a mountain 
on a (big) table. There will be an 
opportunity to buy some of their 
plants. Visitors are welcome. Our 
meetings take place in St. Mary’s 
Hall, Thornhill Road, Ponteland. The 
doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm 
start. The charge to visitors is £2 per 
meeting. Details from Terry Teal at 
t.teal@btinternet.com or on  
(0191) 4132574.

Ponteland Village W.I. 
Ponteland Village W.I. meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall – 
next meeting February 11th. This 
is a relatively new WI, set up last 
summer. Wide ranging activities and 
speakers include wine & cheese 
evenings from Waitrose, Blagdon 
Parlour ice cream tasting, learn to 
knit, hair & beauty, photography 
competitions etc. New members are 
always welcome. No age limits - we 
range from 30 upwards. Visit our 
Facebook page for more details: 
facebook.com/PontelandVillageWI

Darras Hall W.I.
Darras Hall W.I. invites you to its 
February meeting on Thursday 
February 13th at 2pm in the 
URC Church Hall.  The speaker 
will be Sue Nuttall, and the talk 
will be about the international 
charity ‘Water Aid’.  A child dies 
every 20 seconds through lack 
of clean drinking water and 
inadequate sanitation. Come along 
and find out how we can make 
a difference.  The competition 
will be for ‘A Snow Topped 
Mountain’ - chosen with Sue in 
mind, she climbed Mt Kilimanjaro 
to raise awareness for Water Aid. 

Merton Hall    
Merton Hall is a great place to meet 
up with friends, read the papers 
and have a cuppa for 30p and the 
second cup is free (Monday to 
Saturday morning). All are welcome 
to Merton Hall ‘Bingo and Brunch’ 
on Thursday February 13th. Brunch 
is served from 12noon till 1pm 
followed by fun game of bingo 
from 1.15pm till 2.15pm. Slimming 
World is coming to Merton Hall each 
Thursday at 5pm and 7pm. Chair 
based exercise every Monday from 
11am till 11.45am is open to all. No 
need to book; just come and join 
in for £1.50. The Country Market 
will be taking a break for the winter 
and will recommence on Friday 
March 7th. The Citizens Advice 
Bureau volunteer who provided a 
valuable service to the community 
has moved nearer to his family. 
The CAB service from Merton Hall 
is suspended until further notice. 

Ponteland  
Floral Art Club
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 
February 18th at 7.30pm at 
Ponteland Memorial Hall where 
we have a demonstration 
by Kathleen Marlor of Ryton 
entitled ‘Turning Pages’.

Fairtrade Fortnight: 
February 24th to  
March 9th 
This Fairtrade Fortnight’s theme is 
“Abolish the Unfair Banana”. This 

will involve getting as many people 
as possible to sign a petition to 
the UK Government asking it to 
investigate the unfair supermarket 
banana price wars. Since Ponteland 
is a Fairtrade Town we will celebrate 
with a ‘Big Brew’ in St Mary’s Hall 
on Saturday February 22nd and 
another in St Matthew’s Hall on 
Saturday March 1st - both from 
10am until 12noon. There is also 
a Fairtrade coffee morning in 
Merton Hall on Friday March 7th. 
Ponteland Methodist Church will 
also be holding a Fairtrade event.

Woman’s Day of  
Prayer – St Matthew’s 
RC Church
A Woman’s Day of Prayer service 
is being held on Friday March 7th 
at 2.15pm at St Matthew’s RC 
Church, West Road, Ponteland. 
Speaker: Sister Michael ‘Streams 
in the Desert’ prepared by Christian 
women of Egypt. Each year a 
country is selected to produce a 
programme for this international 
event, and this year it will be 
from the Christian Women of 
Egypt, and the main issue will be 
focusing on the need for water 
worldwide. Everyone is most 
welcome. Afternoon tea to follow 
afterwards in the church hall.

Charity music night  
at Britannia Hotel
Kate the violinist and leading 
North-East saxophonist Keith 
Robinson present a show for all 
– classical and modern – at the 
Britannia Hotel, Newcastle Airport, 
at 6pm on Sunday March 23rd. 
Tickets cost £12 (concessions £8/
under-16s £5) in aid of Cerebral 
Palsy are available from Mackley & 
Steven, 25 Main Street, Ponteland. 
Sponsored by the Britannia Hotel.

Pont Badminton Club
Meet Friday evenings from 8.30pm 
to 10pm at Ponteland Leisure 
Centre. Adults of all ages assured of 
a warm welcome. Just come along 
or contact 07986 388 822.

Organisations can now list events online on the new Town Council website’s events calendar at: www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk/events-calendar
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Ponteland Community High School Report
In a new feature for Pont News, budding journalists from the high school will provide  
a monthly report on success stories both inside and outside of the classroom.

As the clock struck midnight on 
New Year’s Eve I’m sure many of 
us vowed to change; setting new 
year’s resolutions in an attempt 
to make 2014 the best year it 
can be. 

Even in its initial weeks, this year is proving 
to be one filled with hopes and dreams.

Around school there is a distinct feeling 
of diligence and aspiration as many of 
our students dawn on the realisation that 
this coming year might well become life 
changing. As we step up our preparations 
for our coming exams there still remains 
time to reflect upon 2013 and look forward 
to what we hope to achieve in 2014. 

“We have a number of students working 
towards GCSE, AS and A levels and I 
would hope that they seize the opportunity 
and commit to achieving grades beyond 
what they think they are capable of. If they 

can harness high levels of motivation with 
a strong work ethic and a questioning 
outlook they will be successful,” said head 
teacher Kieran McGrane. 

This positive and enthusiastic mindset is 
projected across the student body of PHS 
providing a strong foundation for success. 

Throughout the sixth form this feeling 
may be mixed with excitement, coupled 
perhaps with slight panic, as Year 13 
continue on their journey to their final 
exams which have the potential to set 
up their future. Yet their mindset remains 
determined and focused.

When asked about their resolutions and 
goals for 2014, upper sixth students Robyn 
Lillico and Jessica Keating stated: “not to 
give up when things get difficult; it will be 
worth it on results day.” “To get the grades 
to get into Oxford University,” commented 
Jess, “and not to stress too much about 
everything and just keep things organised.”

The pressure builds as universities begin 
to distribute offers and plans are being laid 
for the future. Yet the aspirations of our 
students are not just purely academic. 

Sixth form student Charlotte Huddart 
is known for spreading her joy and 
enthusiasm across the common room 
and this is reflected in her goals for 2014: 
“Instead of making resolutions this year, 
which are too easy to break, I choose to 
work to make myself and those around me 
happy. I believe everything should fall into 
place around that.”

Added to the academic strength of PHS, 
resident band Almost Equal hope to, in 
2014, “record and release an EP by the 
end of the year”.

So PHS begins 2014 on a strong footing 
which, with the positive mindset of 
students and teachers alike, is sure to last 
right through to results day.

Christmas time has become 
synonymous with family 
gatherings, good food and even 
the odd carol or two. 

And within every family there remains that 
odd tradition which is upheld year upon 
year. The family of Ponteland High School 
is just the same; with Christmas brings the 
renowned staff pantomime.  

This year writers took an unusual twist on 
the prestigious musical ‘Les Miserables’. 
Set in the imaginatively named Dunsgreen 
Academy, the story follows the good 
hearted Les Miserables in his battle 
between good and evil.

Speaking before the show, writer, director 
and actor Larraine Tilley said: “Hopefully 
some of the younger students will see their 
members of staff like they’ve never seen 
them before. And for some of the older 
students, as they know exist, but don’t 
often see.”

Each member of the 33 strong cast, 
consisting of staff and support team 

members, certainly put 100% into their 
performance, even if there were some 
strategic placing of lines hidden behind 
props. The laughs were non-stop as the 
staff laid bare their musical talents with an 
original Geordie version of Gloria Gaynor’s 
‘I will survive’ with school inspired lyrics 
and a special guest appearance from boy 
band No Direction!

What struck me most was the ability of 
each member of staff to lose themselves in 
their character, mimicking their pupils in an 
obscure reversal of roles. So much so that 
many of my very own teachers became 
unrecognisable. 

The efforts of the staff of Ponteland High 
raised a remarkable £482, all of which 
will be donated to Tynedale Hospice in 
memory of Penny Sowler, a much loved 
member of staff and leading star of the 
pantomime, who sadly passed away 10 
years ago. Tynedale Hospice nursed her 
in her final few months of life and the staff 
continue to show their appreciation and 
support through their fundraising efforts.

This year’s pantomime was undeniably 
a resounding success as the non-stop 
laughter of the night proved. So onwards 
and upwards from here as we look forward 
to next year’s show.

Non stop laughs as staff panto  
raises nearly £500 for hospice
By Jess Rae

Headteacher Kieran McGrane and colleagues in panto

Students look ahead to life changing year
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Ponteland Community High School Report

WEALTH MANAGEMENT  I  INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT  I  STOCKBROKING  I  OFFSHORE  SERVICES

BATH  I  HARROGATE  I  KIRKBY LONSDALE   I  LONDON  I  MARLOW  I  NEWCASTLE  I  SEVENOAKS

At Sanlam Private Investments we take the 
time to get to know you, so we can better 
understand your investment needs and aim to 
give you a better return.  Think Personal.

Investing involves risk. 
The value of investments, and the income from them, may fall as well as rise and is not guaranteed. 
Investors may not get back the original amount invested.  

Many happy 
returns.

www.spi.sanlam.co.uk

Formerly Iain Nicholson Investment Management, we have 
been advising clients in Ponteland for over two decades. 
If you would like to arrange a meeting, please call  
Charles Nicholson on 01913 009 242.
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Findings of major residents’ survey published: 
Only 4% support green belt housing development

The survey was published in the November issue of Pont News & 
Views and the Group - a team of local residents working on behalf 
of the Town Council - received 412 responses. They will form the 
principal reference point for community opinion for those preparing the 
first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

If approved in a referendum, this document will enable the local 
community to decide its own vision for Ponteland going forward and 
to determine future local planning policy. The policies will ultimately 
need to align with the broader Core Strategy for growth and 
development in Northumberland drawn up in draft form by the County 
Council and currently at consultation stage.

There will be further opportunities for community consultation over 
coming months, culminating in the referendum. 

Key findings included:

HOUSING
• Only 4% of respondents supported the proposal in Northumberland 
 County Council’s draft Core Strategy that Ponteland should 
 contribute an additional 850 houses over the next 20 years.  
 This increased to 19% if it could be achieved without the loss of 
 green belt.

• 92% of respondents were of the view that new housing should 
 preferably be built only on previously developed land.

• Almost half of all respondents did not agree that more affordable 
 housing should be provided in Ponteland with only 32% positively in 
 favour of that proposal.

TRANSPORTATION & HIGHWAYS
• 74% of respondents supported the principal of a northern by-pass 
 around Ponteland if a suitable route could be agreed.

• Traffic congestion in the vicinity of local schools is considered to be 
 dangerous as well as inconvenient by 84% of respondents.

• Just as many people are opposed to the Metro being brought into 
 Ponteland as support the concept.

DRAINAGE & FLOODING
• 59% of respondents considered it unacceptable that there should 
 continue to be weak points in Ponteland’s flood defences against a 
 1 in 100 year storm.

• Only 8% of respondents were opposed to the establishment of a 
 Community Agreement which makes arrangements for a local 
 flood action group to take initial steps following a flood warning 
 being issued.

• 83% of respondents agreed that open channels and storage ponds 
 should be located away from areas of family housing.

BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT
• 58% of respondents were of the view that Ponteland needs to 
 retain an industrial estate but 51% were also in favour of it being 
 relocated to a peripheral location in due course in order to free up 
 land for other uses.

• Only 34% of respondents said that they would prefer to work in 
 Ponteland if they could.

CONSERVATION & HERITAGE
• 95% of those responding supported the view that protection should 
 be extended to include the trees and green spaces on the 
 approach roads to Ponteland and 85% agreed that the 
 Conservation Area should be reviewed and extended.

GENERAL
• The proposal that more community use should be made of school 
 buildings and playing fields was supported by 71% of respondents.

• 87% of respondents confirmed that they would prefer to stay in 
 Ponteland as they get older but only 18% supported the provision 
 of more residential care homes in the village.

• 90% of respondents supported the view that there should be 
 restrictions on the type of front boundaries permitted in order to 
 maintain and enhance wildlife corridors while 69% supported the 
 extension of Tree Preservation Orders to all properties.

Please refer to: www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk  
for the detailed results to all questions in the survey.

The key findings of a questionnaire seeking residents’ views on a long term planning 
blueprint for Ponteland have been published by the Neighbourhood Plan Group. 

County council chiefs say they 
are “extremely pleased” with 
the public response to the Core 
Strategy consultation.
More than 350 people attended the 
Ponteland event, held at the Memorial Hall on 
November 21st, which included an afternoon 
exhibition, with planning officers present, 
followed by an evening discussion session.

The roadshow was part of a nine week 
consultation which ran until January 2nd on 
the county council’s new long term planning 
blueprint, which includes proposals to delete 
areas of Ponteland’s Green Belt to enable 
new housing.

Coun Allan Hepple, policy board member 
for regeneration, housing and planning, said:  
“We are extremely pleased with the level of 
response from residents and organisations 

across Northumberland to the preferred 
options for housing, employment and Green 
Belt.  

“Almost 1,000 people attended organised 
events, many people took part in an 
online forum and the council has received 
thousands of individual comments on 
the issues highlighted in the consultation 
documents.  All of the comments received 
will be published on the website over the 
next few weeks.  A high number of additional 
potential development sites have also been 
submitted for consideration, these will also be 
made available online. 

“For Northumberland to be economically 
viable into the future it needs more homes 
for working families.  It is very good to see 
that some people do accept that economic 
development and more housing are needed in 
Northumberland in order for it to be a vibrant, 

thriving county.

“We will be carefully considering all comments 
and feedback received, and taking this into 
account in the next phase of development of 
the plan.  We will provide a full commentary 
showing where we have made changes as 
a result of comments, and where we don’t 
explaining why.”

The next phase of consultation on the core 
strategy of the Northumberland local plan 
is scheduled to take place from April, when 
residents will be able to comment on a full 
draft document. During the coming months 
the council will be doing further work with 
local communities, including meetings with 
town and parish councils and other local 
groups such as neighbourhood plan groups.

To register your interest in commenting  
on a future version visit: 
northumberland.gov.uk/corestrategy

County council pleased with response to consultation
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Fantastic range, great prices, unrivalled experience.
Whatever your taste or budget, call 01661 824647

Not just
50 shades
of beige!

SMALLBURN
NE20 0AD
(1m north of
Ponteland)
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Time to visit Mr Gray at Bonner and White.

New farm manager and 
shepherdess join as 
Kirkley Hall campus 
upgrade gets underway

New staff at Kirkley Hall: John Charlton and Emma Gray

A new farm manager 
and shepherdess 
have been appointed 
by Northumberland 
College as work starts 
on a £9.5m upgrade 
of its Ashington and 
Kirkley Hall campuses.
John Charlton will manage the 
college’s farms at Kirkley Hall, 
near Ponteland, and Carlcroft in 
the Coquet Valley.

Stock includes a herd of pedigree 
Aberdeen Angus, a commercial 
herd of Limousin suckler cows, 
a commercial flock of mules 
at Kirkley Hall and Scottish 
Blackface sheep at Carlcroft. 
Gloucester Old Spot pigs will 
be introduced soon, along with 
a pedigree flock of Texel sheep. 
Work also includes arable and 
land operations.

John, from Morpeth, brings 20 
years’ experience of arable and 
livestock farming to the role 
and will oversee introduction of 
the new breeds and establish 
new opportunities for students 
such as showing stock at the 
Northumberland County Show 
in May.

He is joined by award winning 
Northumbrian shepherdess and 
former Kirkley Hall student Emma 
Gray, who will be running weekly 
sheep dog training drop-in 
sessions.

Emma, 23, last year became 
the first female winner of the 
Northumberland Sheepdog Trials 
League in its 40 year history and 
has also represented England 
in the International Sheep Dog 
Trials.

She runs a remote 120-
acre farm near Harwood in 
Northumberland’s beautiful 
National Park, managing a flock 
150 sheep and a dozen head 
of cattle. In November she 
appeared on ITV’s Tales from 
Northumberland presented by 
Robson Green.

Emma said: “By the time I was 
17, I knew I wanted to work with 
dogs and with my faithful border 
collie Bill in tow, I got a place on 
a specialised sheep management 
course at the Kirkley Hall 
campus. Then, after spending six 
months in New Zealand, I got a 
job at a farm in Northumberland, 
looking after 900 sheep before 
running my own farm from 2009.

“I’m delighted to be able to come 
back to Kirkley Hall campus to 
deliver sheep dog training and I 
am looking forward to passing on 
my shepherding skills to others.”

Additions to the Kirkley Hall 
campus will include new 
arboriculture and tractor 
workshops and a new-build 
education block with eight 
classrooms, open learning suite 
and learning resource centre, 
with plans for plans for a rural 
business centre to follow.

Marcus Clinton, Vice Principal 
Enterprise and Innovation at 
Northumberland College, said: 
“Our plans are to ensure Kirkley 
Hall is firmly at the centre of this 
community and training the next 
generation of farmers.”

To find out more about 
Northumberland College courses 
visit  www.northumberland.ac.uk

Keep up-to-date visit :
www.kirkleyhall.co.uk

Conferences  |  Weddings  |  Events

Kirkley Hall

Bridal Makeup Workshop  
by F.A.C.E Makeup Artistry 
Sunday 16th March 1pm-3:30pm.  
£25pp including Cava and cake on arrival.

Mother’s Day Carvery Sunday Lunch 
Sunday 30th March 12noon-2pm.  
£15.95pp. Mums eat for half price.

Tel: 01670841235 
Email: enquiries@kirkleyhall.co.uk  
Kirkley Hall, Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 0AQ

Lambing Weekend 
Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd March 
10am-4pm. Usual zoo entry price



email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.ukpontnews&views16

Joining fee suspended 

Northumberland County 
Council’s Labour leadership 
has denied plans to close 
County Hall in Morpeth 
represent a move back 
to district councils, five 
years after their abolition 
under a local government 
reorganisation.

Council Leader Grant Davey said the 
building, opened in 1981, is extremely 
expensive to run with a £450,000 a 
year energy bill and in need of £10m in 
repairs.

The authority says it needs to save 
£130m over four years due to 
Government cuts and plans to disperse 
1,000 staff to nine other offices around 
the county, including former district 
council headquarters in Berwick, 
Alnwick, Ashington, Blyth and Hexham.

The council hopes to recoup the full 
£130m from the sale of County Hall, with 
the potential for up to 2,000 homes to 
be built on the prime development site to 
the south of the town. 

The announcement has sparked a 
huge political row, with Morpeth Town 
Councillors fearing the impact on the 

local economy and future development.

Meanwhile Conservative Group Leader 
Peter Jackson said it could result in 
a council run increasingly from Blyth 
and Ashington, criticising the public 
pronouncement as “heartless and 
thoughtless” given the fresh uncertainty 
for staff it had created.

Labour hit back, with a group 
spokesperson saying: “These plans are 
not about recreating district councils, 
they’re about keeping our promises. We 
make no apology for our plan to protect 
jobs not buildings.”

An electricity sub-station by 
the entrance to Ponteland 
Park has received a revamp.

Renovation works have included the 
removal of overhanging trees and 
vegetation, installation of new floral 
tubs and the fitting of new doors to the 
building, located on Darras Road.

The works, a joint effort between 
Ponteland Town Council and Northern 
Power Grid, are a continuation of the 
Council’s efforts to keep Ponteland 
tidy in readiness for the next visit of the 
Northumbria in Bloom judges in 2014.

Plans to close County Hall 
spark furious political row

  PONTELAND LIONS 
  CHARITY FUND ‘FLAG 
  DAY’ COLLECTION

Once again the residents of 
Ponteland have generously supported 
Ponteland Lions annual collection 
by donating a total of £800.59 to our 
charity fund. 

We collected in Broadway and Waitrose 
on Saturday December 7th and received 
£586.96. On Sunday December 15th 
we raised £213.63 at Dobbies Garden 
Centre. 

We are very pleased with this result 
and thank all those who contributed to 
this total. It is a significant sum to the 
donations that the club makes via its 
charity fund to various local, national and 
international appeals.

Electricity sub-station  
gets a revamp
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By Keith Nicholson, Head of Tiny Lives

A charity ball organised by a Ponteland 
nursery has raised more than £30,000 
for the RVI’s Tiny Lives Unit.

Well over 400 guests attended the Diamonds and 
Ice spectacular held at the Marriott Gosforth on 
December 15. The evening featured a range of 
spectacular entertainment from fundraising  
games through to a gigantic Ice Sculpture and  
fun photo booths.  

The event, first run last year, was the brainchild 
of Ponteland Private Nursery manager Jo Slade, 
whose son Joseph, now 19 and 6ft 2in, was born 
five weeks prematurely weighing 4lb and spent 
several weeks in the RVI’s Tiny Lives Unit.

Nursery owner Deborah Jackson said: “We were 
so pleased with the support from attendees in the 
run up to the night and for the generosity of people 
donating fabulous auction prizes.”

Keith Nicholson, Head of Tiny Lives added: 
“Deborah and Jo and the staff and supporters of 
the Diamonds and Ice Ball have once again pulled 
off the best ball in town and the money raised will 
make a significant difference to the lives of those 
facing difficulties on the Special Care Baby Unit at 
the RVI.”

The organisers would like to thank the many various 
supporters and donors involved in the event.  

Anyone wanting to find out more about the work  
of Tiny Lives can visit their website at  
www.tinylives.org.uk or follow them on Twitter @
TinyLivesTrust or via Facebook www.facebook.com/
TinyLivesRVI or please contact the office on  
(0191) 230 2112.

Nursery ball raises £30,000  
for RVI’s special care baby unit
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Kumon’s maths and English 
study programmes are tailored 
to your child’s individual needs, 
nurturing their independence  
and enthusiasm for learning.

Develop 
your child’s 

independence

kumon.co.uk

To unlock your child’s potential, contact  
your local Instructor for a Free Assessment.

Ponteland Study Centre 
Liz Burrin 01661 823273

I and all the Town Councillors would like to 
thank the many people who do voluntary work in 
Ponteland. Our community is fortunate to have so 
many volunteers – but we need more.  

Ponteland has many voluntary organisations – there are 45 already 
listed on the new Town Council website – who will welcome 
new volunteers. I would urge you to consider the benefits of 
volunteering, both for your community and for you as an individual.

Benefits for the community 

Volunteering is really about community service. It’s a nice thing to 
do – it’s about people helping each other and improving quality of 
life. 

Benefits for the individual

Volunteers make a vital contribution to life in Ponteland. 
Volunteering can produce a feeling of self worth and respect and 
can assist in skills development, socialisation and fun. 

Ponteland needs more volunteers

A number of organisations in Ponteland are looking for more 
volunteers. Please visit the new Town Council website at  
www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk and click on ‘Local information’ and you 
will see an A-Z list of local organisations.  

Activities range from services to sports to wildlife and there is 
something for all age groups.  If you wish to know more, please 
contact the organisation directly. 

If you would like your voluntary organisation to be listed in the 
A-Z or you wish to amend the contact information, please email 
enquiries@ponteland-tc.gov.uk with details to include organisation 
name, contact name, phone, email and website if available.

Ponteland needs more volunteers – let’s spread the word and 
increase our numbers in 2014.

Ponteland needs you!
Call for volunteers to help local organisations

By Carl Rawlings, Deputy Mayor of Ponteland

  ‘HEAR TO HELP’ HEARING AID  
  SUPPORT IN PONTELAND

Run by Action on Hearing Loss (previously RNID) on the second 
Monday of each month (excluding Bank Holidays), 2pm – 3.30pm 
at Ponteland Health Centre on Meadowfield.

It’s a first come, first served drop in; people may have to wait a little 
while, but you will be seen so please bear with us! The ‘Hear to Help’ 
hearing aid support sessions are open to everyone and please sign in 
at reception. 

We work in partnership with the audiology department at the Freeman 
Hospital and the project is currently funded by The Co-operative 
Foundation and the Big Lottery Fund.  

We offer: 
• Retubing for most NHS hearing aids  
 (which should be done every 6 months or so) 
• New batteries for NHS hearing aids 
• Taking in used batteries 
• Information on hearing loss

For further information or enquiries contact:  
northoftyne.heartohelp@hearingloss.org.uk  
or (01670) 513606.

  PONTELAND BUSINESS NETWORK 
  BREAKFAST CLUB

The next meeting of Ponteland Business Network’s Breakfast 
Club is being held at the Diamond Inn on Friday February 14th.

The meeting runs from 7.45am to 10am, and a £10 fee is payable. 
Anyone wishing to attend can register with organiser Brian Russell, of 
Russell and Co. Accountants, brian.russell@profitabilitygroup.co.uk  
to book their place.
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Tel. 01661 822055
B r e w e r y  L a n e ,  P o n t e l a n d ,  N E 2 0  9 N Z

TAYLOR’S PHARMACY
P O N T E L A N D ’ S  I N D E P E N D E N T  P H A R M A C Y

Jessica Taylor MRPharmS 

Bespoke care  •  Free daily delivery service  •  Prescription collection
Weekly dossette trays  •  Medicine use reviews  •  Friendly pharmaceutical advice

Ponteland woman awarded  
MBE in New Year’s Honours list
Former NHS chief recognised for voluntary work

A 30 year career in management 
in the NHS was only the start 
for further roles in a variety of 
voluntary and charitable sectors 
for wife and mother Jackie 
Axelby.  

Jackie arrived in Ponteland in 1990 with 
husband John and sons Paul, Jonathan 
and Andrew who attended the local 
schools. She came to the area to take up 
the post of Chief Executive of Gateshead 
Family Health Services Authority. 

Jackie moved on to bigger roles, as 
Chief Executive of Northumberland 
Health Authority and then at the NHS 
Northern England Workforce Development 
Confederation. Now retired, she still retains 
links with the NHS in the North-East, as 
Vice-Chair of the Dental Directorate board. 

Originally hailing from South Yorkshire, 
she now regards herself as an adopted 
Northumbrian and loves living in Ponteland. 
Jackie received her MBE award for 

services in the education and training 
sectors and especially to people with 
learning disabilities.

From 2004 to 2011, Jackie was a non-
executive director and trustee of Azure 
Charitable Enterprises which is based at 
Cramlington, with its well-known garden 
centre and café, printing works and 
residential and day care services which 
help hundreds of people with learning 
disabilities.  

During the same period, she was Chair 
of the North-East Judging Panel for the 
National Training Awards, which took her 
into many of the North-East’s businesses, 
schools and colleges, and hospitals to 
assess their applications for awards. Jackie 
has also served as a member on the 
Council of Durham University.

For the last three years, Jackie has 
been Chair of Isos Housing, a registered 
social landlord of 12,000 homes across 
the North-East. This is time consuming 
but Jackie says she gets a great deal 

of satisfaction from it and she also finds 
time to be an independent member of the 
Academy Trust of Whickham School and 
Sport College. 

Jackie has acted as Secretary to the 
Ponteland Leisure Centre Stakeholder 
Group since it was founded two years 
ago. This is the body that brings together 
representatives from all the sports, clubs 
and activities based at the Centre, as 
well as the local Councillors, the County 
Council managers and the Residents’ 
Association.

Obviously delighted with the award and 
recognition for her dedicated work in the 
voluntary and charitable sector, she said 
her main relaxation was going on holidays 
and visits to the theatre with her husband.  

They enjoy visits to many places at home 
and abroad but have a soft spot for North 
Yorkshire which they visit every year as 
well as the Canary Isles.  At home, Jackie 
enjoys cooking and just being with the 
family.

By Muriel Sobo
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For a free, no obligation consultation please call:

0191 461 8861
www.athomewithhelenmcardlecare.co.uk

Do you need help at home?

You can also access services in:
Hair and Beauty  •  DIY  •  Decoration  •  Gardening  •  Day Care  •  Short Breaks

At Home with… Helen
McArdle Care can offer
you a bespoke package in
personal care to enhance
your life and maintain
your independence.

We provide reliable and
flexible services in:

Did you know?

You can use your personal budget
from Social Services to pay for Home
Care services?

Call us today - we can offer you help
and support to arrange this.

- Personal Care
- Carer Relief
- Companionship for Outings
- Shopping and Cleaning
- Meal Preparation


