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Developer announces ‘affordable’
homes scheme for Birney Hill
...as opposition grows to Green
Belt development
Village wins Northumbria in
Bloom Gold Award

Splashing time at
the Duck Races
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Specialist in Wedding
Design and Exquisite
Individual Designs for
any Special Occasion.
Sympathy
Arrangements
Traditional &
Contemporary Flowers
for all Occasions.
FLOWERS, PLANTS,
GIFTS, CARDS.
Professional,
Trained Florists
Funeral Tributes

ORDER ONLINE: NEW E-COMMERCE WEBSITE COMING SOON!

Find Us.

Bespoke Wedding & Event Floral Design

68, Downend Road, Westerhope. NE5 5NH T: 0191 229 1915 M: 07801 789655
www.foxtaillilyflowers.co.uk E: info@foxtaillilyflowers.co.uk
Open 6 Days Monday to Saturday 9am – 5pm. All major Debit and Credit cards accepted.

Pont News and Views is published by Ponteland Town Council in conjunction with Ponteland Community Partnership. If you would like to submit
an article, feature or advertise in the magazine, contact: Tel: (0191) 3408422 Mob: 07954 157939 Email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk
Write: Cian creative pr, 5 East Boldon Road, Cleadon Village, SR6 7SH
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Flower show grows in popularity
despite poor summer weather
By Muriel Sobo
What a show! What efforts and
imagination went into the terrific
entries of young and old.
There were prizes for seven-year-old
Molly Storer, who decorated a souvenir
for the Royal Jubilee, and for Ella Pears,
a 95-year-old resident of Grange Lea,
who made the framed decoupage in the
handicraft class.
And praise for the many heroic growers
who battled with the dreadful weather this
year, the record-breaking rain and the lack

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

of sunshine, to display a great selection of
fruit and vegetables.
The vegetable entries were down but
thanks again to Bob Butcher who came
up with some wonderful specimens. The
marrow class for the heaviest was weighed
in by John Hinchley who grew all three
winners on his allotment at Prestwick.
There were nearly 900 entries from over
150 entrants and attendance was well up
on previous years with visitors across all
age ranges. Even the auction raised twice
the money of last year!

The acting show secretary Margaret
Cowan has an abundance of skills,
with prizes for acrylic art, gentleman’s
buttonhole, a vase of flowers, and her
photographs! Not to mention Syd’s ugliest
vegetable and many more.
A great afternoon, and many thanks for the
hard work of the organisers and the skills
and enthusiasm of all the exhibitors.
For the list of winners, visit ponteland.info/
ponteland-parish-flower-show-2012.html
Photos by Trevor Walker
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Quacking
turnout for
Duck Races
Ponteland’s annual Duck Races
proved the most popular ever, with
bumper crowds and more than £2,500
raised for charity.
Racegoers enjoyed rare rays of afternoon
sunshine on Sunday September 2 at Ponteland
Park with other attractions including a bouncy
castle, fairground organ, children’s games,
refreshments and displays.
Eric Marshall of Ponteland Rotary Club, which
organises the charity event, said: “It was the best
event we have had in over 25 years – the weather
was fine, we had good crowds and record
support from local businesses.”
All winners have been notified.
Cover shot and p4 pic by Trevor Walker
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• Three Bedrooms
• Living Room
• Kitchen
• Family Bathroom
• Walking Distance To Local Schools, Shops
& Amenities

• Three Bedrooms
• Living Room
• Breakfasting Kitchen
• Famiiy Bathroom
• Walking Distance To Local Schools, Shops
& Amenities

NE
Parklands, Darras Hall
• Three Bedrooms
• Two Reception Rooms
• Kitchen
• Garage
• Well Stocked Gardens

Guide Price: £330,000

Edge Hill, Darras Hall

Deyncourt Close, Darras Hall
• Five Bedrooms
• Four Bathrooms
• Three Reception Rooms
• Dining Kitchen
• Rural Views To Front

• Original 1950’s House
• Three Double Bedrooms
• Two Reception Rooms
• Breakfasting Kitchen
• Circa 0.33 Of An Acre

Guide Price: £395,000

t: 01661 872 111

Offers Over: £149,995

W

Guide Price: £155,000
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Guide Price: £750,000

Glebe Close, Ponteland

NE

• Four Bedrooms
• Three Bathrooms
• Kitchen/Living/Dining Room
• Two Further Reception Rooms
• Mature Gardens With Open Views

The Lairage, Ponteland

W

The Crescent, Darras Hall
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Residential Sales and Lettings

Guide Price: £795,000

www.dobsonsestateagents.co.uk
enquiries@dobsonsestateagents.co.uk

Number One Broadway, Darras Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9PW

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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Developer announces cost of
‘affordable’ homes days after
revealing 300-home scheme
A developer has announced the cost of ‘affordable’ homes and invited
expressions of interest just days after revealing plans for a 250 to 300
home development at Birney Hill.
Lugano Property Group said it would
offer houses designed by internationally
renowned architect Farrells costing only
around £110,000 to £120,000 for a two
bedroomed house and £130,000 to
£140,000 for a three bedroomed house on
generous plots surrounded by landscaped
woodland and grassland.
Lugano said it was able to offer high
quality homes at such low prices because
by involving a community land trust, land
cost is not included, which traditionally
makes up to one third of the price per
unit to the buyer. This saves up to 50% of
the market cost for the quality, size and
location of the houses at Birney Hill.
The firm said the houses will be designed
to high building standards, and that selfbuild plots starting between £150,000 and
£200,000 would also be available to allow
larger houses with landscaped gardens to
be constructed.
Lugano currently envisages building around
30 low cost starter houses, 30 houses
for downsizing families or retired people
and 30 to 50 self build plots at Birney Hill,
but the county council would determine
the exact amount of affordable housing at
Birney Hill should planning permission be
granted.
Exhibitions held at Ponteland’s Memorial
Hall and Leisure Centre last month by
Lugano attracted 475 visitors.
They revealed three potential options for
the 250 to 300 home development at
Birney Hill which all, say Lugano, create
new wildlife corridors as habitats for
protected species, retain important trees
and hedgerows and protect key views
and landscapes.
The firm said they also create new
green areas, provide innovative flood
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Above: A map shows the location of the proposed Birney Hill housing development - option 3.

mitigation measures to reduce flood risk
for residents in the Edge Hill area, improve
the road network to meet county council
requirements and avoid building in areas
most affected by aircraft noise.
The displays focused on landscape
analysis and concepts, flooding and
drainage issues, transport improvements,
community facilities, the village centre,
housing design and provision, sustainability
of the development, affordable housing,
economy and jobs, and local initiatives
including a community land trust and a
community regeneration trust.
A team of specialists from each sector
were on hand to answer questions.
Lugano planning director Scott Munro
said: “From the feedback we received, one
option proved to be more popular than the
others. The third option, which offers the
smallest groups of houses and four green

corridors, was considered preferable by
more visitors than the other two.
“We’re delighted that hundreds of local
people gave up their time to have a good
look round the display and talk through
aspects of it with us. We gave much
more detail in this exhibition because local
people said they wanted more information
and we are looking carefully at each
separate aspect of living and working at
Ponteland from wildlife to jobs for local
people.
“The exhibitions were very useful, and
we will be preparing a third event in six
to eight weeks, to firm up the proposals
we showed for the first time at these
exhibitions.”

Campaigners fight to save
Green Belt: p8 - 9

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Advertising feature

Photographs for illustration purpose only. These are examples of the types of houses Lugano would like to offer at Birney Hill.

Lugano proposals for
Birney Hill Ponteland
Lugano Property Group
recently revealed options
for development at Birney
Hill, Ponteland. All include
between 250-300 units of lower
density, high quality housing in
landscaped locations.
They create new wildlife corridors as
habitats for protected species, retain
important trees and hedgerows and
protect key views and landscapes. They
also provide flood mitigation measures,
improve the road network and avoid
building in areas most affected by aircraft
noise.
All these houses will be designed by
internationally renowned architect Farrells
to high building standards. Birney Hill will
also offer some self-build plots starting
between £150,000 - £200,000 to allow
larger houses with landscaped gardens to
be constructed.
Scott Munro, Lugano planning director,
said: “From the feedback we received, one

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

option proved to be most popular - the
third option, with the smallest groups of
houses and four green corridors. We’re
delighted that well over 460 local people
gave up their time to have a good look
round the display and talk through aspects
of it with us.”

LOW COST, HIGH QUALITY
HOUSES
As part of the scheme a number of
affordable houses designed by Farrrells will
form part of the plans at Birney Hill. They
will cost only around £110,000 - £120,000
for a two bedroomed house and £130,000
- £140,000 for three bedrooms on
generous plots surrounded by landscaped
woodland and grassland.
Lugano Group is able to offer high quality
at low costs because land cost is not
included, which traditionally makes up to
one third of the price per unit to the buyer.
As a result housebuyers for the affordable
homes will save up to 50% of the market
cost for the quality, size and location of the
Birney Hill houses.

The move opens unique opportunities for
first time buyers and other local people
to purchase a house in Ponteland at a
fraction of its value, to enable people with
strong local connections to afford a home.
A community land trust removes land cost
from house ownership. The homeowner
owns the bricks and mortar and any
improvements on the land, but not the plot.
Scott Munro said: “The land trust means
that these homes will be managed by the
community, and the Trust will select who
gets the right to buy a house if an owner
sells it. The land discount will always be
applied. It is a powerful way to enable
generations of families to live close by who
would not otherwise be able to afford to.”
Register your interest at
pontelandfutures.co.uk or visit the
Birney Hill development exhibition on
Saturday October 27 from 11.00am4.00pm at Memorial Hall, Darras Road,
Ponteland.

pontnews&views
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Ponteland Green Belt Group
• We are a group of volunteers set up to protect green belt designated land
and retain the attractive landscape
• Stop urban sprawl
• Conserve and enhance the natural environment
• Keep residents informed
• With residents support, make Northumberland County Council and
The Town Council aware of the communityʻs concerns
A696

Police HQ

Ponteland
Clickemin

Dissington Estate

Prestwick

Dinnington

Airport
Opencast
Darras Hall

Woolsington

GREEN BELT

Medburn

Birney Hill
Westerhope
A696

Red shaded area on map highlights Green Belt at risk from potential development
To find out more information, to get involved or to simply donate visit:

www.pontelandgreenbelt.co.uk
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or contact us on: 07532 157 035
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Ponteland residents campaign
to save the Green Belt
Two residents groups have been set up to launch campaigns against housing
development on the Green Belt surrounding Ponteland and Darras Hall. Pont News
asked the campaign leaders to set out their objections.
Lesley Noble, Chair,
Protect Our Ponteland Group

Residents of Ponteland and
Darras Hall have pledged to fight
to preserve the Green Belt.
More than 100 home owners from Cheviot
View, Ridgley Drive and Elm Road which will all be affected if the Banks
Group goes ahead with its proposals to
build 500 houses on fields in the Green
Belt surrounding their homes - met on
September 3 at The Badger.
There was unanimous concern not only to
protect the Green Belt but to preserve the
character of Ponteland and Darras Hall and
save the village from over-development.

settlement like Berwick, Alnwick, Morpeth
and Hexham - a key hub for healthcare,
housing, employment and retail.

We are not against progress and we
know that Ponteland cannot and must not
stay just as it is. But the village is already
bursting at its seams. Traffic is a problem,
parking in the village is difficult, the schools
are already full and the village simply could
not cope with development on this scale.

Being listed as a Tier One town could be
seen as giving developers the green light
to build what they want, where they want.
The vast majority of residents consider
that Ponteland clearly meets the county’s
criteria to be a Tier Two settlement
with development that maintains and
strengthens Ponteland as we know it.

Northumberland County Council is legally
committed to provide for new homes and
has estimated that the south and west of
the county would need between 4,950 and
6,850 new homes by 2031.
Current legislation only allows development
on Green Belt land in “exceptional”
circumstances. Residents felt very
strongly that there were no “exceptional”
circumstances and that other available land
could be used to fulfill the county’s need to
provide new homes.
Ponteland is the gateway to rural
Northumberland and maintaining the Green
Belt is vital – for now and for the future.
There is no proven need for more housing
here, and developments on this scale
would have a major impact - Ponteland is
already at saturation point.
We have already collected more than 200
responses to Northumberland County
Council’s Local Development Plan Core
Strategy document which have been
forwarded. Residents are especially
concerned that Ponteland should not be
compared to large towns.
The county council has proposed that
Ponteland is designated a Tier One
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

By Alma Dunigan, Chair,
Ponteland Green Belt Group

This group of local volunteers is
looking at the issues of potential
large scale development around
Ponteland at a time when local
authority’s Local Development
Plan is not in place. This can be
seen as a window of opportunity
for any developer.

The Green Belt is not up for grabs. Any
development on the Green Belt would
destroy the character of Ponteland. It is a
unique village with a charm and soul all of
its own. Protecting the Green Belt around
the village is vital.

To date, developers are looking at the
possibility of developing on Green Belt
designated land at Clickemin Farm and
Birney Hill Farm - in total up to 800 houses.
There is also a land reserve of 2,500 acres
at Dissington Estate, and maybe other
areas.

MP backing campaigners

The Green Belt Group has grave concerns
about the impact any developments of this
size could have on Ponteland, which most
residents still see as a village with unique
characteristics.

Ponteland MP Guy Opperman, who has
launched a petition against Green Belt
development signed by more than 1,500
people, said: “I am committed to protecting
the Green Belt around Ponteland...and I
have never seen our community so united.
“The county council should not hive off
bits of Green Belt around our town to big
developers. What we need is sustainable
growth across the county. Destroying the
unique character of Ponteland and Darras
Hall to make a quick few quid will not solve
any of our housing problems.
“I fully accept we need more affordable
homes for families in Northumberland.
However, let’s be clear, that is not what
developers here are going to build. We will
fight this all the way.”

This situation is compounded with
the revised National Planning Policy
Framework, which streamlines the
process for planning applications. We all
need to respond to the county council
when the applications are submitted for
consideration.
If you would like to be kept up to date
or get involved:
Visit www.pontelandgreenbelt.co.uk
Call 07532 157035
Campaigners against the Banks Group
plans. Photo by Trevor Walker.
pontnews&views
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Your letters
The two major housing plans looming over Ponteland
dominate this month’s extended letters’ page...
Don’t take our beautiful
home away from us
I live in the village of Ponteland
and I would like to grow up with
Ponteland as a peaceful place,
rather than a crowded, busy
town.
I think Ponteland is perfect; it
doesn’t need 500+ more houses.
I like to wake up in the morning
and see the fields stretching out
before me, sometimes with deer
running around in them. I like to
go to sleep at night hearing an
owl hooting and birds singing; I
don’t want to look out my window
and have my view obscured by
hundreds of houses and to be kept
awake at night by even more traffic
speeding down Cheviot View and
Rotary Way.
The schools will be overloaded and
the roads even more so. Ponteland
and its residents would be
changed forever - and not for the
better. The beautiful fields are what
add to Ponteland’s unique beauty
and without them, I am sure most
citizens would be turned away and
won’t remain here much longer.
One of my main concerns is the
wildlife. Due to the vast area
of land, many animals have
found home in Ponteland and I
don’t want to face the facts that
hundreds of animals will lose their
habitats and even more, their
lives. Without our wildlife, the rare
beauty of Ponteland will end up
like so many other heartless, ugly,
concrete towns.
The houses are pointless. They
would be hardly affordable for
young people now - my parents
had to work for years to get
enough money to buy a house
here to bring me up somewhere
special - and very soon, a few
sales down the line, the prices are
going to rocket, and then will they
be affordable? No.
So leave our town be, because
no one wants these houses, they
won’t be any use to us. When I’m
older, I want to bring my children
up in a beautiful, special village,
Ponteland, but the quiet, innocent
Ponteland. We all do and it’s so
rare to find.
I hope you notice how strongly
our fellow Ponteland citizens are
protesting against this, how many
meetings are being held by not
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only our Town Council, but by the
local residents of Cheviot View and
Ridgley Drive, how many hours we
are giving up to save our precious,
beloved village. We won’t go down
without a fight, don’t take our
beautiful home away from us.
Lauren Mole (aged 13)
Cheviot View
Ponteland

England’s green and
pleasant land...or so it
used to be?
Like many residents of
Ponteland village and Darras
Hall, I have watched with
increasing dismay at proposals
put forward by developers
Banks and Lugano that could
lead to an additional 2,000
residential properties being built
in and around the surrounding
Green Belt.
We are under threat of losing
our Green Belt to urbanisation.
Eventually, this will connect to
Newcastle with its proposed urban
sprawl, to cumulatively become
an over extended 20-mile circle
of concrete sprawl, including
Northumberland, Gateshead, North
Tyneside and Newcastle.
Under new planning laws
Green Belt land now lies ‘up
for grabs’ to the highest bidder
amongst housing consortiums
in a Government-led attempt at
boosting economic growth. But
tearing down our countryside
is no path to lasting economic
prosperity.
Large scale urbanisations are
already being proposed in
Ponteland, whilst Morpeth is
getting its fair share of developer’s
greed, and Newcastle is
overwhelmed with extensive plans
up to Newcastle Airport in an
unprecedented urban sprawl.
Those proposing these
developments have talked of
the “the demand and need” for
additional housing within Ponteland
village. And yet, over 130 midhigh cost properties of the same
type proposed currently remain
uninhabited throughout Ponteland
village and Darras Hall, each taking
an average 3-4 years to sell.
These proposals will lead only to
additional strain on already limited

public services in and around
our region, extreme congestion,
the destruction of wildlife and an
increased risk of flooding.
The planning adjudication officials
have a presumption to say “yes”,
unless we as a community say
in enough numbers that we do
not want it. Ponteland Green Belt
needs to be saved and Green
Belt protection must mean Green
Belt protection. I therefore urge
all residents to stand together in
opposing these proposals: once
the Green Belt is gone, it is gone
for good!
Adam Shanley
Linden Way
Darras Hall

Once we redesignate
Green Belt land there’s
no way back
I live in the village of Ponteland
at the gateway to the
Northumberland National Park.
Recently, property developers put
forward proposals to transform
this village into a ‘new town’ on
a grand scale: new houses; even
more care and retirement homes;
offices and revamping or moving
all the existing facilities we already
have. And all this using the Green
Belt land in and surrounding this
little village.
I understand this is happening in
many areas around Britain and
people are being forced to fight to
retain this green and pleasant land.
The Conservative Party promised
to safeguard the Green Belt, the
Liberal Democrats persuaded them
to use it for building in an effort to
kick start the economy - without
money from the banks to help sell
these ‘buildings’ - I don’t think
so! Conservative MPs rebelled at
the decision to sacrifice the Green
Belt land and the decision was
reversed, so is our Green Belt now
safe?
Once we start to redesignate
Green Belt land there is no way
back. Our beautiful green and
pleasant land will gradually be
eroded and eventually lost forever.
We have beautiful countryside;
help us to keep it that way.
Margaret Appleby
Cheviot View
Ponteland

Ponteland: we’ve got
you surrounded!
The wooden horses have visited
the Memorial Hall and now the
Sports Centre. They will Troy
again.
We are facing a battle on two
fronts: Lugano whose identity has
become clearer; and Banks who
have become less opaque.
Millions has been spent purchasing
agricultural land on the north
and west sides of Ponteland so
the pressure will be immense
on Lugano to develop this into
housing. Banks has drawn up
a questionnaire with leading
questions in it - this could be used
as consultation backing for the
eventual planning application for
the Clickemin area.
I suspect that the plan is to see
what ‘gifts’ we residents would
like so that, when they apply for
planning permission, they can
dangle the carrots.
They know what’s in it for them,
but what is in it for us? Nothing
but more pressure on an already
overloaded infrastructure eg
schools, roads, sewage treatment
and removal of the open spaces
we bought into Ponteland for, to be
replaced by smaller open spaces
(probably to be used for floodwater
storage) in denser housing
developments!
We understand the need for
affordable housing - what is wrong
with the Police HQ site for this?
The people of Ponteland know
what they want. Ponteland is
unique; most of us want to keep
it that way. If the “Town” Council
wants to grow beyond its means,
let’s have a referendum on these
projects. I feel that we are under
siege.
John Pearcy
Ponteland

Money talks...but where
will it end if they destroy
Green Belt land?
Do Banks and Lugano think we
are idiots? They wrap up their
plans with proposed sweeteners
for a better environment, when
all they will do is destroy what
we already have.
Unfortunately money talks and it
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

seems to me that both the Town
Council and the County Council
are selling their souls in the hope of
being able to pay for the work they
need to do in the village. (We shall
never be able to call it a “town”.)
We feel that the adverts, not
articles, that are being put in Pont
News & Views in no way reflect
the anger and frustration felt by
the people we have met at recent
meetings and exhibitions, who are
prepared to fight with all they’ve
got to preserve what we already
have.
We must keep up the pressure
to ensure that Ponteland is put
into Tier 2 and not Tier 1 of
Northumberland County Council’s
Core Strategy Document, which
was unanimously agreed at our last
meeting.
There are some very good,
knowledgeable and vociferous
people in the area - please help
them fight for what we believe
should not happen.
We would urge all those who have
not yet attended some of the
action groups, because they don’t
think they will be directly affected
by the plans, to do so, as they are
well worth listening to. Where will
it end if they start destroying Green
Belt land?
Sylvia & Michael Rowlands
Cheviot View
Ponteland

and Hexham has a thriving local
theatre; both have run prestigious
local festivals for years past.

western green belt by our very near
neighbour the City Council - they,
however, do not ‘consult’ us!

It is, of course, legitimate to
regard Tier 1 for Ponteland as
an aspiration for the future. But
make no mistake, apart from the
financial implications it would
require significant amounts of new
land space to get anywhere near
rivalling our neighbours – and
we simply don’t have this within
the present settlement boundary.
The Green Belt would have to be
encroached upon.

To anyone who was blissfully
unaware of all or part of this
ominous news till now, I apologise
for the rude awakening.

The “Neighbourhood Plan” now
proposed, however, will provide
a vital opportunity to explore the
views of the whole population
of Ponteland. A proper process
of consultation must be set up
which will allow this question to
be specifically asked at an early
stage.
If the residents should decide that
they want Ponteland to become
a Tier 1 town over the coming
years, then so be it; if the feeling
goes the other way, then equally
this decision must be respected.
But let us not have any illusions
about what would be necessary to
achieve Tier 1 status as currently
defined.
Philip Ham
Chairman
Ponteland Civic Society

Kath Guellard
Meadow Court
Ponteland

We have a duty to
protect Green Belt land
I am writing to express my
concern over an incorrect
statement in your article on page
8 of the latest issue (Issue 84
September 2012).
In the second paragraph you report
that the company says the scheme
is being designed to help address
the town’s acknowledged need for
new housing.
I would like to know where this
information was found? At present
there are over 200 houses for sale
across a wide price range within
the Ponteland area.
In the sixth paragraph you go on to
quote Banks Property: “We firmly
believe that everyone has a right
to live in the place that they wish
to be.”
Is it not also the case that everyone
has the right and in my opinion the
duty to protect our Green Belt land.

Ponteland is no
Morpeth or Hexham

What do we want
developers? To be
left alone!

Joanna Drummond
Cheviot View
Ponteland

There is evidently some division
about whether Ponteland should
be classed a “Tier 1” or “Tier 2”
town.

Am I alone in feeling totally
confused by all these
multifarious ‘consultation
events’ throughout the summer?

The County Council’s Consultation
Day showed that at least 90%
of those present thought that
it should be Tier 2. The Town
Council, in so far as one can judge,
seems to prefer Tier 1 – and so do
those developers looking eagerly at
our Green Belt, which should give
us all pause for thought.

For the benefit of anyone who has
enjoyed long vacations away from
Ponteland, we have been beset
on all sides by the County Council
strategy and the Town Council
plan: and by two large developers,
Banks and Lugano, who have
suddenly leapt into action with
amazing ambitions for our green
fields - to the east, to the west,
and to the south of Ponteland!

Residents should
challenge incorrect
statements from
developers

Comparing our facilities with
those to be found in our nearest
neighbours such as Morpeth and
Hexham, it is difficult to see how
Ponteland can possibly be classed
as Tier 1.
Both have their own rail and bus
stations with really good services;
they have a wide range of shops
including large supermarkets,
department stores and a range
of specialist outlets such as
bookshops, art galleries and
jewellers. Both have Visitor Centres

And they all keep asking us the
same question: ‘what do you want,
what do you want?’ As if it isn’t
obvious: we want to be left alone!
We don’t want to lose our green
fields (isn’t there a global food
shortage looming?) We don’t want
our infrastructure to be overloaded,
and we don’t want the environment
to be spoiled. We are also mindful
of the very large threat (Callerton
Park) already posed to Newcastle’s

I am writing in response to the
article in last month’s edition
of Pont News & Views - ‘High
turnout for first public exhibition
of Garden Village plans’.
It is extremely disappointing
that our community magazine is
being used by developers as free
advertising – press releases printed
verbatim with no obvious attempt
made to challenge or question
sweeping statements. Banks
Property refers to a scheme that
is ‘designed to address the town’s
acknowledged need for new
housing’.
According to Banks, this statement
is informed by the Northumberland
County Council Core Strategy
Consultation Document – this is
inaccurate.

The Core Strategy acknowledges
a need for new housing across the
County of Northumberland; the
document then details proposed
requirements across three delivery
areas. Within the document there
is absolutely no reference to an
acknowledged housing need
specifically for Ponteland.
I would urge all Ponteland residents
to respond to incorrect/biased
articles as we move forward.
Sue Johnson
Cheviot View
Ponteland

Evidence supports
need for new housing,
says developer
The housing need assessment
is an ongoing process but the
cumulative weight of evidence
indicates a need for new
housing land in Ponteland.
It is important to understand
that targets are not set at a very
local level. Ponteland is included
within a larger area called South
& West Northumberland Delivery
Area. This area includes 35% of
Northumberland’s population and
approximately 47,000 households.
Population growth has been strong
at 5.5% due to net in migration.
There are high levels of owner
occupied housing, low vacancy
rates, high house prices, and signs
of severe affordability pressures
(page 17 Northumberland Core
Strategy).
The strategy recommends a
strategy which combines the
existing distribution of housing with
targeted growth and is recognises
that this would require a revision of
green belt boundaries at Hexham,
Prudhoe and Ponteland (page 8).
The Core Strategy proposes
building between 4,925 and
6,825 new homes in South &
West Northumberland by 2031.
If Ponteland was to provide 10%
of new homes (in line with current
distribution) then there would be a
need of between 495 and 682.
Another component of housing
need is affordable housing. The
Affordable Housing Viability
Assessment (AHVA) indicates that
affordability issues within the South
and West Delivery Areas are worse
than the national and regional
position. Consequently the Council
is proposing a need for 30% of
all housing to be affordable. At
present there is very little supply of
affordable housing in Ponteland.
Justin Hancock
Senior Development Planner
Banks Property

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher.
The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should include the writer’s name and address.

November issue deadlines: The November issue will be delivered on November 1. Deadline for all copy and adverts is Monday October 15. Businesses should
be aware that all bookings for advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure placement in the November issue.

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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What’s on...
Memorial Hall fundraising
Italian night
An Italian night will be held at
Fratelli’s restaurant on Monday
October 1 to raise funds for the
Memorial Hall renovation appeal.
Tickets for a two course meal of
either starter and main course
or main course and dessert will
cost £17.50. Further courses
are available on the night at £4.
Requests for tickets can be made
direct to the hall office or on
(01661) 822603 (messages can be
left outside office opening hours).
Donations in the form of raffle
prizes would be most welcome.

Ponteland Photographic
Society

We meet at 7.30pm every Monday
evening through to April 15, 2013
in the large room at Merton Hall in
Ponteland, with a short break over
the Christmas/New Year holiday
and again at Easter. Meetings
usually last for two hours. If you are
interested in photography, you’re
welcome to come along and see
how we can develop your interest
even further.

Northumberland Wildlife
Trust - Ponteland Group

The Northumberland Wildlife
Trust - Ponteland Group next
meets on Tuesday October 2 in
St. Mary’s Church Hall at 7.30pm.
Paul Hewitt, Countryside Manager
for Wallington Estate will reveal
its hidden gems and outline the
National Trust’s plans for the
future. All are welcome. Entry and
refreshments £2, payable at the
door. Subsequent meetings are the
first Tuesday of every month.

Harvest Festivals

On Thursday October 4 at 7pm you
are invited to a Harvest Celebration
at Holy Saviour, Milbourne, our
church in the middle of the fields.
At St Mary’s we celebrate on
Sunday October 14, with our main
service at 10am. At 6.30pm our
choir leads a Songs of Praise - lots
of favourite harvest hymns.

Northumberland Fuchsia
Society
Our next meeting is being held at
St Matthew’s Church Hall, West
Road, Ponteland, from 7.30pm on
Thursday October 4.

Ponteland History
Society Help Desk

Are you doing a school project,
researching family history, needing
historical information on a date,
building or person in the Ponteland
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area, or looking for an old local
photograph? Then perhaps we can
help. Our free help desk is open at
Ponteland Library from 2.15pm to
5pm on Friday October 5, where
we can give access to our own
archives. For more information see
http://www.ponthistsoc.freeuk.
com/page12.html

County Council surgeries

Your local Northumberland County
Councillors Richard Dodd, Peter
Jackson, Veronica Jones and
Eileen Armstrong are available
to meet constituents on the
first Saturday of every month
from 10am-11am at Waitrose
supermarket, Ponteland and
Broadway, Darras Hall. Their next
surgery is on Saturday October 6.

Ponteland Senior
Gentlemen’s Club

Our speaker on Monday October 8
is Bernard Hope and his subject:
George Mallory – of Everest
Fame. Meetings are usually held
on the second Monday of every
month in the lounge of Ponteland
Memorial Hall, Darras Road, at
2.30pm. Membership is open
to gentlemen aged over 55. The
annual subscription is £10. For
further details contact Donald Lloyd
at donaldflloyd@sky.com or on
(01661) 872661.

North East England
Group of the Alpine
Garden Society

We are delighted to welcome our
guest speaker Anton Edwards,
editor of the journal The Rock
Garden on Monday October 8. He
will share with us some highlights
from the journal. Our meetings take
place in St. Mary’s Hall, Thornhill
Road, Ponteland. The doors open
at 7pm for 7.30pm start. The
charge to visitors is £2 per meeting.
Details from Terry Teal at
t.teal@btinternet.com or (0191)
4132574. Our Autumn Show is
on Saturday October 13 at The
Memorial Hall, Darras Road. The
Nursery stalls will start selling at
10.30am and the show of Alpines,
woodland plants, bulbs and small
shrubs will be open at noon. The
show closes at 4pm.Homemade
refreshments are available all day.
Entry £2.50 (SRGC/AGS members
are free).

Help for Heroes Concert:
A Taste of Scotland

A concert is being held at
Ponteland United Reformed
Church on Tuesday October 16 to
raise funds for Help For Heroes.

Entertainment is provided by
singer Stephen Quigg (formerly of
The McCalmans) and The Donna
Kimberley School of Highland
Dancing. Tickets costing £10
including refreshments are available
from Mackley & Steven, Main
Street, Ponteland and Newcastle
Building Society, Broadway, Darras
Hall. Doors open 6.15pm for a
6.45pm start.

Ponteland Floral Art Club
Our next meeting is at Ponteland
Memorial Hall on Tuesday October
16 at 7.30pm where there will
be a demonstration by Linda
Hardman of Clitheroe (A), ‘Ask
Me a Question’ + Handbags and
Scarves Stall.

Rotary Club Gala Concert

The Rotary Club of Ponteland is
holding its annual Gala Concert at
7.30pm on Sunday October 21
at the Britannia Hotel, Newcastle
Airport with Graeme Danby (Bass),
Sarah Fox (Soprano), Valerie Reid
(Mezzo Soprano), Austin Gunn
(Tenor), Lydia Newlands (Piano) and
Principal Guest Bradley Creswick
(Violin). Tickets costing £12.50 from
Mackley & Steven Opticians, 25
Main Street, Ponteland
(tel. 01661 823374) or DA Curd
(tel. 0191 340 6372).

Ponteland Civic Society

Monday October 22 at St Mary’s
Hall, 7.30pm. Kate Sussams will
speak on “The Old Newcastle
Project - Revitalising the Historic
Heart of the City”. Guests are
always welcome for whom there is
a nominal charge of £2.

Fundraising meal for
St Oswald’s Hospice

Darras Hall charity champion
David Taylor is working on his next
fundraising drive just weeks after
carrying the Olympic torch through
Morpeth. The 45-year-old, who
works as a chef at St Oswald’s
Hospice in Gosforth, has taken part
in the New York marathon, Kielder
marathon, and London marathon,
cycled from Lands End to John o’
Groats and completed many coast
to coast cycle rides. The fatherof-one is also climbing 20,000ft
Tanzanian Mount Kilimanjaro
next year in a bid to raise £4,000
for the hospice. This month he
is hosting a meal at Ponteland’s
New Rendevous restaurant on
Monday October 29 for the
hospice. Tickets can be obtained
by email jillyerrington@yahoo.co.uk
or by calling the hospice on 0191
2850063 and asking for the
kitchen.

All Souls’

Our annual service to remember
those who have died, takes place
in St Mary’s on Sunday November 4
at 3pm. All are welcome.

Ponteland URC
Christmas Fayre

Our annual Christmas Fayre is
being held on Saturday November
10 at Ponteland United Reformed
Church, Broadway, Darras
Hall. Doors open at 11am and
admission is free. All the usual
attractions, including: Bric-a-Brac ·
Raffle · Gifts · Jewellery · Christmas
Cards · Cake stall · Provision/
Sundry Stall · Café’ · Barbecue
· Tuck Shop · Bottle Tombola ·
Floral Decorations · Books and
CDs · Games to play · Toiletries
· Face Painting · Games · Toys.
Music from Sandy and Friends.
Do join us for an enjoyable family
day out. Contributions to all stalls
welcomed. Contact: L. Donald on
(01661) 872728 or F. Milligan on
(01661) 823489. Bric-a-Brac sale:
Part 2 of the Christmas Fayre takes
place on Saturday November 24
at Ponteland URC from 10am until
12.30pm.

Merton Hall

Can you spare a couple of hours
any day Monday to Saturday
helping with tea and coffee? If you
can we would love to hear from
you. Hot and cold drinks served
Mon-Sat 9.15am – 11.15am at
30p per mug/cup/free refill. Away
Days: Thursday October 11 - The
Bridges, Sunderland; Thursday
November 1 - Gretna Green;
Thursday December 6 - Xmas
Party Day, Gilsland Spa. Xmas
Lunch/Entertainment. For further
info call into Merton Hall, email
mertonhall123@gmail.com or ring
(01661) 872917 – leave a message
we will call you back.

Ponteland’s weekly
market

Ponteland’s weekly market at
Merton Way shopping centre is
on between 9am and 4pm each
Friday.

Pont Badminton Club

Pont Badminton Club meet every
Friday evening from 8.30pm-10pm
at Ponteland Leisure Centre,
Callerton Lane. Adults of all ages
will be assured of a warm welcome.
Just come along or contact 07986
388 822 for more information.

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

On your bike!
By Muriel Sobo

Anyone familiar with Ponteland knows that it is a
Mecca for cyclists. Some are loners, others are pairs
or family groups and some belong to cycling clubs like
the Tyneside Vagabonds.
The Vagabonds organise rides
throughout the year and these are
very popular. On Saturdays and
Sundays about 50 riders meet in
Ponteland and attract members
aged from eight years to 80.
There are special entry level rides
for those new to the club and these
have been incredibly popular and
increased membership dramatically.
The rides are 25-35 miles and
the organiser makes sure that the
riders are split into small groups
both for convenience and road
safety with a stop somewhere at a
café for refreshments.
More recently coaching and skills
sessions for young riders have
started at Ponteland High School
on a Saturday morning from

8.45am to 9.45am, run by their
own qualified coaches, with the aim
of encouraging young riders aged
from six years up to take part in
cycling.
One of their young riders became
a national champion last year, and
several others compete at a high
level.
Young and old, novices and
veterans are all very welcome to
come along for the ride with the
Vagabonds!
There is an informative website
www.tynevags.org.uk and the
secretary Roger Clarke, pictured,
can be contacted at
secretary@tynevags.org.uk

Quality care for your loved
one makes all the difference
If you are currently searching
for a care home offering the
very highest standards of
nursing and residential care
come and visit Ponteland
Manor and see how we can
make a difference.
Our homes specialise in
quality, personalised care
and aim to ensure every
resident enjoys:
• A rich and fulfilling life
• Comfort and reassurance
• Respect and dignity

Please call in for a cup of tea
and chat and discover how
Care UK can help you find the
best care for your loved one.

Visit us or call:
Ponteland Manor
Thornhill Road
Ponteland
Newcastle-upon-Tyne
NE20 9PZ
01661 821400

www.careuk.com/ponteland-manor
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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PROJECTS REPORT
Memorial Hall
Pre application discussions
have been held and a further
meeting is required with the
Memorial Hall representatives.
Coping stones
at Waitrose Bridge
This work is now complete.
Bridge redesign
Work has started on this bridge
and signs alerting park users
to the disruption have been
displayed.
River bank repairs
Information had been received
from the Engineers appointed
to progress this project. They
have made some progress with
the Environment Agency and
although willow spilling would
not be permitted, an alternative
has been suggested.
Street information signs
Some preparatory work has
been carried out in order to
progress the back of the paper
map copies.
Park path lighting project
Following discussions with
the County Council a design
scheme is being drawn up
following which quotes will be
sought from three companies
for this work.
War Memorial
A revised design is being drawn
up to enable quotes to be
sought.
Land survey
A map showing all areas in the
Council’s ownership is being
drawn up. A further meeting
is to be held with the Council’s
solicitor.
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Construction of a path at Fox
Covert Lane dipping platform
The dipping platform and
installation of a seat at Fox
Covert Lane are now complete
thanks to the efforts by the
Friends of Ponteland Park in
obtaining grants. The adjacent
area at the top of the steps
is waterlogged and it was
suggested that the Council
should fund the construction
of a path to make this area
more accessible to the public.
Quotations have been received,
details of which were reported
and it was agreed to accept the
cheapest quote and progress
the work as soon as possible.

SUPPORT FOR
PONTELAND
HOPPER BUS

The Council has been asked to
give some financial support to
the operation of a hopper bus
which will operate one day per
week in Ponteland, collecting
people and taking them to the
health centre and the shops.
It was envisaged this will cost
each user £2 per year to
register and £1 for each trip
(each way). The Council agreed
to support this in the sum of
£500 each year for the next
two years.

HIGHWAYS
WORKING PARTY

The Working Party, which met
on August 15, recommended
that additional enforcement
measures were necessary on
Middle Drive, following the
results of a speed survey. It
was agreed to install a further
socket on Middle Drive to
enable a speed indicator sign
to be used in this location. A
further meeting had been held
at Hexham with representatives
of the County Council and a
sub group of the Highways
Working Party to discuss

outstanding issues and it
was hoped to have a further
meeting with a Highways officer
from NCC on September 27.
The Council also approved
the Local Transport Plan (LTP)
submission to the County
Council which had to be
submitted by September 28.

ENVIRONMENT
WORKING PARTY

The Chairman of the Working
Party reported that the Town
Council had achieved a
Gold Award at the recent
Northumbria in Bloom
presentations (see article on
page 21).

NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Richard Dodd
reported on the recent
West Area meeting held on
September 9 in Ponteland
and also the recent LMAPS
meeting. He referred to recent
developments in planning with
the Mill House application being
approved and the forthcoming
application for 14 houses in
Medburn. Coun Dodd reported
that a recent motion had
been submitted to the County
Council in relation to control of
wind turbines, however this had
been defeated. He reported
that following discussions with
ISOS, eleven parking spaces
would be installed on Thornhill
Road for residents. Some of
the costs were being met from
his Small Schemes Allowance.
He also wanted to have some
work carried out at the lay-by
outside of Merton Way shops
to create some parking. Coun
Dodd stated that the County
Council’s Local Development
Framework group had met last
week. Questions had been
asked about the tier 1 and 2
status and what this would
mean for these areas.

It appeared that NCC would be
re-looking at the whole system
of tiers. Councillor Veronica
Jones stated that she had
raised the issue of speeding
on Middle Drive at the recent
LMAPS meeting and the Police
would be monitoring this.

MAYOR’S REPORT

The Mayor reported that he
had attended the Ponteland
Parish Flower Show on
Saturday September 8 which
had been most enjoyable (see
article on page 3). He had also
attended a Northumberland
Association of Local Councils
meeting on the same day and
reported on discussions about
Neighbourhood Development
Plans. He intended to have
informal discussions with
Allendale Parish who had
recently undertaken such a
plan with the assistance of the
County Council. He also stated
that he hoped the Council
would discuss the inclusion of
a questionnaire in Pont News
and Views with a pre-paid
envelope for completion by
residents. The formulation
of questions required some
detailed discussions. The
Mayor also asked those
present to support Councillor
David Butler who was taking
part in the Great North Run on
Sunday September 15 in aid of
the Great North Air Ambulance.

This report is based on the
minutes of the Town Council’s
meeting held on September 12.

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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TAYLOR’S PHARMACY
PONTELANDS INDEPENDENT PHARMACY
Jessica Taylor MRPharmS

Bespoke Care + FREE Daily Delivery Service + Prescription Collection
Weekly Dossette Trays + Medicine Use Reviews + Friendly Pharmaceutical Advice

Brand New
Gifts at
Taylor’s!
Shabby Chic Gifts
Gifts for all occasions
Sophie Allport Range
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Brewery Lane, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9NE / Tel. 01661 822055

Hannah lets her hair
down at stage show
A talented young
dancer from
Ponteland High
School has been
selected to perform
with a top theatre
company this month.
Hannah Rutherford, 14, will
work alongside professional
dance artists for one of the
UK’s most distinctive dance
companies, balletLORENT,
on a new production of
Rapunzel premiering at
Durham’s Gala Theatre.
The Newcastle-based company is mixing professional dancers
with bright and upcoming young dance students like Year 10
student Hannah, from Heddon.
Aly Burridge, Principal Teacher for Expressive Arts at Ponteland
High School, said: “Hannah is an extremely talented dancer and
an outstanding role model for our school – we know that she will
gain a lot of experience from this unique opportunity.”
Rapunzel shows at Durham Gala from Thursday October 18 to
Saturday October 20 at 8pm each night and at Northern Stage in
February.

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Ponteland gets new electric
vehicle charging points
Drivers of electric vehicles have received a further helping
hand now that two charging posts have been installed in
Ponteland.
The 3kw/7kw double bay chargers at the car park off Thornhill
Road can accommodate both existing electric vehicles which
use the current three-pin plug, and new vehicles coming onto the
market that can get a quicker charge through the 7kw side.
The charging points were put in place to plug a gap in the
network within Northumberland and prepare for the expected
surge in electric vehicle sales, with the Nissan Leaf going into
production in the region next year.
The county council benefited from a 100 per cent subsidy
introduced by Charge your Car, the North East’s Plugged in
Places scheme, to ensure the region is fully ‘joined-up’ with
charging points.
Sustainable Transport Officer Sarah Rowell said: “The new
charger at Thornhill Road in Ponteland will help to ensure
that there is an even spread of charging points throughout
Northumberland. The location was also identified as having the
potential to increase electric car ownership so the installation is a
way of future-proofing ourselves ahead of the expected upturn.”
To date the council has installed charging points at five locations
throughout the county, including Morpeth, Hexham and Alnwick,
and it is currently considering putting in place another two.
A 100 per cent subsidy is still available for a limited time for
businesses and organisations in Northumberland wishing to have
a charging point installed on their premises. For more information
visit www.leadthecharge.org.uk or telephone 0191 490 2474.

pontnews&views
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A magical musical for Ponteland
By Deborah Barry

In the run up to Christmas,
there can be nothing better than
leaving behind the hustle of the
high street and the seasonal
stress for a few hours of pure
magic.
And that’s just what’s on offer at the Memorial Hall in Ponteland at
the end of November, as the enchanting story of Peter Pan - the
little boy who never grew up - is once again brought to life.
Audiences will be delighted by this traditional tale with its wellloved characters; ever-young Peter and sweet Wendy, young
brothers John and Michael Darling, the dastardly pirate Hook and
his simple sidekick Smee, the Lost Boys of course, a band of
Neverland Indians, and not forgetting that scary croc.
This production isn’t just a play; it is a wonderful musical version of
the enduring family favourite with music and lyrics by Piers ChaterRobinson. Filled with beautiful melodies and toe tapping rhythms,
it’s a captivating show with all of the colour, spectacle and sheer
delight you would expect at this special time of year.
Peter Pan the Musical is being staged by Ponteland Repertory
Society with the help of some brand new and very talented young
members from Ponteland and beyond.
There will be five evening performances from Tuesday November
27 until Saturday December 1, plus a matinee on the Saturday.
Tickets are now on sale at £6 for under-16s and £8 for adults
through members and from Alan Newton Butchers on Merton Way
(01661) 822985.

Marathon effort by Pont News editor
for breast cancer charity
Pont News editor Chris Jennings has raised
thousands of pounds for breast cancer charity
Breakthrough after taking part in his first ever
half marathon.
Chris, 39, who has edited the magazine since its launch in 2005,
completed the Great North run in 1hr 53min two weeks ago and
his fundraising appeal is well on the way to the £10,000 target.
The father-of-two’s inspiration for the fundraising venture was the
tragic loss of his wife Joanne to the disease in February aged just
41 after a brave two year battle.
He was joined in the race by his uncle John Wakeford, cousin
Nathan Waggott and business associate Julia Fearn. At the time
we went to print the fundraising total stood at £6,750, including
several generous donations from Pont News readers and
advertisers.
If anyone else would like to sponsor Chris they can do so online at
justgiving.com/joanne-jennings or by sending a cheque payable
to Breakthrough Breast Cancer to Chris Jennings, 5 East Boldon
Road, Cleadon Village, SR6 7SH.
Chris is pictured at the 9-mile point in last month’s Great North Run.
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Do you need help at home?
At Home with… Helen
McArdle Care can oﬀer
you a bespoke package in
personal care to enhance
your life and maintain
your independence.
We provide reliable and
flexible services in:
- Personal Care
- Carer Relief
- Companionship for Outings
- Shopping and Cleaning
- Meal Preparation

Did you know?
You can use your personal budget
from Social Services to pay for Home
Care services?
Call us today - we can oﬀer you help
and support to arrange this.

You can also access services in:
Hair and Beauty • DIY • Decoration • Gardening • Day Care • Short Breaks
For a free, no obligation consultation please call:

0191 461 8861

www.athomewithhelenmcardlecare.co.uk

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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Volunteers sought for new
footpath user group
Ponteland Town Council is proposing to set up a footpath
users group to meet twice a year to collect information on the
state of all the rights of way, bridle paths and cycle routes to
discuss with the county council.
We are looking for volunteers to be part of the group who regularly
use them. Their task will be to walk, ride or cycle all of these routes
so that we can have comprehensive up to date information for the
users group. Hopefully we can have a fully representative group of
walkers, horse riders and cyclists.
Anyone interested in joining the group should contact
the Town Clerk at the Town Council offices at
enquiries@pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk or on (01661) 825092.

Sarah celebrates 15 years
in the motor industry
Ponteland family business Paint & Trim’s owner is celebrating
15 years as a woman in the motor industry.
Sarah Mack, who joined her father Dave Baxter’s cosmetic vehicle
repairs company in 1997 after completing an art and design
course at Newcastle College, started part time before becoming a
partner and eventually taking over on Dave’s retirement.
She said: “We’ve worked with every type of car from Bentleys
and Land Rovers to Audis and Volkswagens, and have a strong
base of loyal customers here in Ponteland. As a well established
company we operate successfully in the private and motor trade
markets, and it’s our local work that we’re focusing on now.”

Animal Portraits
in Oil and Ink by Jon Andrews

Ponteland couple
celebrate 60th
Wedding Anniversary
Former para Ron Smith and his wife Joan have
just celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.
Ron met his bride-to-be Joan Kilday shortly before he was due
to join the Army, but she vowed to wait for him until he returned
home after his national service.
One Christmas, Joan invited Ron round to her house in Blakelaw
to meet the family. When he got there, he quipped: “You didn’t
have to invite all the neighbours,” to be told: “They aren’t the
neighbours but my 10 brothers and sisters!”
Back then, Ron used to walk to Blakelaw from Callerton for their
dates, a sign of true love. And on 27th September 1952, Joan and
Ron became Mr and Mrs Smith at Whorlton Church.
Ron had served in the Parachute Regiment and when he was
injured, the nurse looking after him was called Patricia. He later
decided to name his daughter after her.
The couple settled into a happy family life in Callerton and son
Ronnie followed Patricia a year later in 1956. Ron worked long
hours as a lorry driver for the British Road Services and Joan
worked hard bringing up the children.
In 1965 they moved to Twizell Place in Ponteland and have
remained there since. Joan previously worked at Little Farm
(who remembers their pies?), on school dinners in Ponteland and
eventually Lawson Fuses. Both retired in their 60s.
They have been active in the Ponteland community, playing bowls
for Ponteland, enjoying the social life at Ponteland Social Club and
Joan keeping herself busy at the WI or having a cup of coffee and
chat with everyone at Merton Way.
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Commissions welcome, prices on request.
Phone: 07970 849407
Email: art@alphaux.co.uk
Gallery: www.facebook.com/faunachroma
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Daughter Patricia works at Ponteland White Medical Group and
lives in Stamfordham with her partner John. Son Ronnie married
Maxine in 1981 at St Mary’s, Ponteland, and they have two
children, Gemma, 29, and Adam, 26. Ronnie and Maxine moved
back to Ponteland in 2002, after Ronnie completed 30 years’
service in the RAF.
Joan, 81, and Ron, 84 this month, celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary on 27th September with a holiday to
Scarborough. The whole family wants to wish them a very Happy
Wedding Anniversary and a surprise entry on their return in Pont
News & Views!
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

Ponteland finally wins
coveted In Bloom Gold Award
Civic leaders are celebrating
after Ponteland finally secured a
Gold Award in the ‘small town’
category for Northumbria in
Bloom.
Town Councillor Joyce Butcher, Chairman
of the Northumbria in Bloom Working
Party, received the award at an event
at Spennymoor Leisure Centre held on
September 11.
The Council had been striving towards this
goal for a number of years, having been
awarded Silver Gilt for the last three years.
Ponteland looked splendid during the
spring and summer months, particularly
during the Diamond Jubilee.
The Council would like to thank all
those who helped make this award
possible, in particular contractors Iain
Clough, Michael Champion and Derek
Sherlock. Appreciation was also due
to Northumberland County Council and
the members of the Neighbourhood
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Environmental Team who also make such
a difference in Ponteland. The Council’s
Northumbria in Bloom Working Party also
deserved thanks for their sterling efforts
which have paid off.
The Council had a record number of
sponsors this year and would like to
thank the following for their support:
Nicholson & Morgan Solicitors; Henry
Robert Hairdressing; Strettles; Waitrose;
Sainsburys; Iain Nicholson Solicitors;
Rotary Club of Ponteland; Rook Matthews
Sayer and Newcastle Airport.
Thanks are also due to all the businesses
and volunteers who helped to make
Ponteland look so special during the last
few months.
The Council was also delighted that their
special category entries did so well in the
NIB competition.
Awards were given as follows:
• Northern Rock Residential Community
Award – Cecil Court – Gold

• William Leech Award – Ponteland
Bowling and Tennis Club – Gold
• Whitley Bay Guardian Trophy – The
Diamond Inn – Silver Gilt.
There are also two entries in the Britain in
Bloom It’s Your Neighbourhood Awards
from Ponteland, Athol House and Friends
of Ponteland Park. The presentation of
these awards will take place on October 25
at Spennymoor Town Hall.
Coun Butcher, pictured presenting
certificates to all the special entries, said:
“This is a fantastic result for the special
entries and thanks are expressed to all of
those involved in the above organisations
for their hard work. The Council is sure that
these two entries will do well and are very
grateful to the work of Mary Short and her
team of volunteers at Athol House and to
the Friends of Ponteland Park who work so
hard with the Council to improve the park
for residents.”
Photos by Trevor Walker
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Be thoughtful about
your neighbours
By PC Rob Anderson
Ponteland Community Beat Manager

In the period between August
13 and September 12 we had
five crimes recorded for the
Ponteland area.
These break down to the following
offences:
• one public order
• one burglary dwelling
• one theft from a shop
• two burglary other than dwellings.
The Public Order offence has been dealt
with and other enquiries are ongoing in
relation to the other offences.
The burglary dwelling involved two males
pretending to be Police Officers. Please
remember Police Officers whether in or
out of uniform should always carry their
warrant cards. If you’re unhappy with their
identity then ask to see their identification.

The party season has started early and,
as a result, so have the complaints about
noise. We received 12 calls about one
party which continued on until the early
hours of the morning, frightening some of
our elderly residents and keeping people
awake.
Please remember if you are planning a
party which has outside entertainment to
consider not only your nearest neighbours
but also those on the other side of the
estate. On a still evening the sound carries
a tremendous distance and you may not
be aware of it. Please be thoughtful about
others who may not want to hear your
music.
If you would like some crime prevention
advice please contact PC 613 Davison or
myself, PC 395 Anderson, on 101.
The next Local Multi-Agency Problem
Solving meetings will be held at The East
Centre, Prudhoe, on Tuesday October 2
at 9.30am and The Sure Start Centre,

Thank you Sheila Campbell
Everyone at Merton Hall would like to thank Sheila Campbell
for all her years of dedication during the time she has been
involved with the running of the venue.
She has continued serving coffee and tea every Saturday morning
but will retire in November. Her help and support has been much
appreciated and she will be missed.
We wish her a long and happy retirement. We need to find some
replacement volunteers to fill her role on Saturday mornings.
If you think you can help us please call in,
email mertonhall123@gmail.com or ring (01661) 872917.
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Thornhill Road, Ponteland, on October 30
at 9.30am where you can raise community
issues.
Local police surgeries will be held on the
following dates:
• CSO Bev Branighan October 6 11.30am
to 12.30pm at the Co-op, Broadway
• CSO Jill Ruddick - October 13 9.30am
to 10.30pm at Merton Hall, Ponteland
• PC Lee Davison - October 20 11.30am
to 12.30pm at Belsay Village shop
• CSO Jill Ruddick - November 2 11am to
12.00noon at Ponteland Library
Please come along and have a chat to get
to know us.
We also have Engagement Days at these
venues and dates:
• October 9 - Stamfordham and Belsay
• October 23 - Merton Way and Broadway.

Former Ponteland dentist
plays golf for Parkinson’s
Derek Forster, who ran a dentist’s practice in Ponteland for
almost 30 years, is this year the Captain of the Seniors at
Matfen Golf Club.
Jocelyn, his wife, was a Parkinson’s sufferer for a long time and
died at Christmas 2009. Now, Derek is using his time and talents
to support organisations involved in research into the disease
and to that end his Captain’s Charity day is raising money for
Parkinson’s. He is expecting most of the 50 strong seniors group
to tee off on October 10 at Matfen and we hope they have fine
weather and a successful fundraiser.

email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk
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Including designer frames
while stocks last

Buy a complete pair of
spectacles from £69
and get another pair FREE!*

for

* terms and conditions apply
Upgrades available

Hexham

Haltwhistle

Ponteland

10 Market Place, NE46 1XG
Tel: 01434 603862

Westgate, NE49 9AQ
Tel: 01434 322217

25 Main Street, NE20 9NH
Tel: 01661 823374
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www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
AT THE BAY HORSE
The Bay Horse is the place to get your festive season celebrations
underway with a Christmas party lunch or dinner.
Christmas Menu

Christmas Day and Boxing Day

Available lunch and dinner from Monday December 3

Our bar will be open from 12noon until 3pm for you and

to Christmas Eve.

your family and friends to enjoy drinks. We will be offering a

STARTERS
Butternut squash, chilli and tomato soup,
toasted pumpkin seeds
Goat’s cheese, pickled beetroot and cashew nut salad,
basil pesto
Roasted finger of salmon, herb salad, horseradish cream
Homemade game terrine, toasted brioche, Noel chutney

WIN NEW YEAR’S
EVE DINNER AND
OVERNIGHT STAY
New Year’s Eve Menu
FOR
Disco inferno: three course
dinnerTWO
and entertainment
brunch on Boxing Day.

from guest DJ.
£49.50 per person

MAIN COURSES
Butter roast breast of turkey, apricot and chestnut stuffing,
seasonal vegetables
Baked fillet of hake, savoy cabbage and pancetta,
lobster bisque
Oven roasted pork belly, sweet mincemeat and sausage
farcie, caramelised onions and peppers, mustard mash,
red wine sauce
Vegetable moussaka, garlic bread, rocket and
red onion salad

PUDDINGS
Angel’s Christmas pudding, brandy sauce
White chocolate crème brulee, double chocolate cookie
Lime and basil cheesecake, double ginger ice cream
Selection of local cheese and biscuits

Christmas and New Year residential packages
For details on our special three day Christmas and New Year
residential packages please visit our website at
www.bayhorsestamfordham.co.uk or call (01661) 855469.

Restaurant opening times:
Monday to Thursday - 12noon to 9pm, Friday/Saturday 12noon to 9.30pm, Sunday - 12noon to 5pm

£22.50 per person

Tel: (01661) 855469 Email: info@bayhorsestamfordham.co.uk
To find our more visit www.bayhorsestamfordham.co.uk
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The Bay Horse Inn, South Side, Stamfordham, Northumberland, NE18 0PB
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