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Cora is pictured with her winning shoes and
Daniel Footwear’s Jessica Hodkinson.

Cora’s shoes go on sale for £275!
A shoe designed by a
Ponteland student has gone
on sale at a national footwear
retailer as an ‘exclusive’
range costing £275.
Creative Cora McLeod is walking tall after her design beat 1,300
entrants to win Daniel Footwear’s Design a Shoe competition.
The 15-year-old pupil at Ponteland High School said she was
inspired by the beach and sea when designing her winning Wave
Wedge concept, which Daniel Footwear’s sales director Russell
McLean said was “very eye-catching and fits perfectly into our
spring/summer collection”.
The shoe has been made by international designer Stuart
Weitzman and 45 pairs are on sale at selected stores including the
Metro Centre and Newcastle’s Eldon Gardens and online.
Cora received a pair of the shoes in her size, a framed version
of her design and a £100 voucher to spend at Daniel Footwear.
The shoes can be seen on sale at: danielfootwear.com/newarrivals-c1/new-arrivals-women-c77/upsy-multi-leather-p47021
Abby Blain, also from Ponteland High School, was one of the five
shortlisted finalists.

FAMILY FUN
ON THE MENU

Sunday lunch entertainment is just magic!

Families are promised a magical time when they enjoy
Sunday lunch at Fratelli, with a new special side dish of
magic, face painting and balloon modelling.
Every Sunday from 1pm to 3pm.
Sunday lunch menu:
1 course £9.95/children £3.50
2 courses £12.95/children £6.00
3 courses £15.95/children £8.50

Open all day every day
www.fratelliponteland.co.uk | 01661 872195
Ristorante Fratelli, Bell Villas, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9BE

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

pontnews&views

3

Boardwalk and dipping
platform officially opened
A new boardwalk and dipping platform at Oxbow Lake in Ponteland Park
was officially opened last week by Town Mayor Peter Cowey.
This charming small lake, in woodland
next to Fox Covert Lane, had been virtually
inaccessible due to steep, slippery banks
and muddy paths.

Trust, constructed the boardwalk, designed
to fit the contours of the lake, using boards
made of recycled plastic coloured and
textured to resemble wood.

But now, thanks to the efforts of the
Friends of Ponteland Park and a £10,000
Lottery grant, the area has been opened
up for people of all ages to enjoy, with
sturdy steps and a boardwalk which runs
around the water’s edge.

Ponteland Town Council funded a seat for
the dipping platform and has improved
access to the area by installing drainage
and a path through a muddy area at the
top of the steps.

Margaret Stainsby, chairperson and
founder of the Friends, had long wished
to improve this area for both wildlife
and people. Advice was taken from
Northumberland Wildlife Trust and a
suitable plan was drawn, while Heather
Forshaw of the Friends successfully
applied to the Big Lottery Fund for the
grant under the Awards for All scheme.
EcoNorth, part of Northumberland Wildlife

Families have already been visiting the
dipping platform, fishing nets in hand.
Other visitors have sat quietly on the seat,
watching wildlife. Kingfishers have been
seen in this area and our local otters will
also use the lake.
The Friends, who aim to improve the
area for wildlife by suitable planting and
maintenance, hope that all park users will
enjoy visiting this attractive and interesting
part of Ponteland Park.

Town Mayor Peter Cowey and Ponteland Middle
School and Coates Endowed Middle School pupils at
the opening ceremony. Cover shot and photo above
by Trevor Walker.

The best care
is on your doorstep
If you’re looking for residential, nursing or short
stay care for an older relative, spouse or friend,
our experienced team at Ponteland Manor can help.
Our residents enjoy a varied activities programme,
hairdressing and continue to visit their clubs and friends.
Come and visit us today to find out how we can help your
loved one to continue living a confident and fulfilling life.
Call or pop in today

0333 434 3067
Calls are charged at local rates

Ponteland Manor, Thornhill Road
Ponteland NE20 9PZ
careuk.com/ponteland-manor
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Residential Sales and Lettings

“YOUR LOCAL AWARD WINNING FAMILY RUN ESTATE AGENT”
• No Upfront Marketing Costs
• No Withdrawal Fees
• No Tie In Period
• Free Internet Advertising
• Free Accompanied Viewings
• Free Appraisals
• Regular Vendor Updates And Reports

• Experienced And Qualified Staff
• National Access To Out Of Town Buyers
• Only Local Member Of The Relocation
Agent Network
• Only Local Member Of The Guild Of
Professional Estate Agents
• Member Of The Ombudsman

Western Way, Darras Hall
• Four Bedrooms
• Three En-Suites
• Four Reception Rooms
• Superb Family Kitchen

Guide Price: £640,000
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NE

W

W

WE ARE AVAILABLE 24/7 TO TALK PROPERTY!

Eastern Way, Darras Hall

• Circa 0.75 acre
• Four Bedrooms
• Three Reception Rooms
• Walking Distance to Amenities

• Central Location
• Four Bedrooms
• Five Reception Rooms
• Lovely Gardens

Guide Price: £625,000

t: 01661 872 111

Darras Road, Darras Hall

Guide Price: £550,000

www.dobsonsestateagents.co.uk
enquiries@dobsonsestateagents.co.uk

Number One Broadway, Darras Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9PW

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
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ELECTION OF MAYOR
AND DEPUTY MAYOR
AND APPOINTMENT OF
COMMITTEES/WORKING
PARTIES/REPRESENTATIVES
ON LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Councillor Peter Cowey was elected
Mayor for 2013-14 and Councillor Carl
Rawlings Deputy Mayor, and the Council
approved the appointment of Councillors
to their Committees, Working Parties and
representation on various Outside Bodies.

DATES OF TOWN COUNCIL
MEETINGS FOR 2013-14
The Council approved the dates of
meetings to be held on the second
Wednesday of each month beginning at
6.45pm with public question time. Details
of the dates can be found on the Town
Council’s website.

PROJECTS REPORT
Memorial Hall
The planning application has been granted
by the County Council and meetings
are now taking place with Memorial Hall
representatives, the Chartered Building
Surveyor and the Hall’s solicitor to
progress the project. Enquiries are
ongoing to obtain borrowing approval to
finance the project.
River bank repairs
A starting date is still awaited for this work.
Street information signs
Some proofs for the back of the street
map have been received and businesses

are being contacted regarding advertising
space.
Repairs to brick walls at
Waitrose Bridge
This work is now complete.
Repairs to second timber footbridge
The Council has agreed to award the
contract for repairs to the second timber
footbridge in the Park to the company who
had submitted the lowest quote.
Refurbishment of historic mileage sign
The Council has repaired the mileage sign
on the A696 at the bottom of Meadowfield
Industrial Estate. The sign at Elm Road
also required some repair work and after
consultation with the conservation officer at
NCC it had been agreed that a cast replica
of the sign would be the best option.
A company who would carry out this
specialist work had been recommended
and had submitted a price for this work
which was approved in the sum of £1,025.

HIGHWAYS WORKING PARTY
The Working Party had met on 17 April
and the Council approved the following
recommendations from that group. The
location for a zebra crossing on North
Road should be opposite number 31.
Support a ‘No Waiting Monday to Saturday
8am to 6pm’ parking restriction at the
rear of Merton Way and forward to John
Bardgett & Sons for their comments.
The Council will meet half of the cost of
installing ten street name signs on Darras
Road at agreed locations, subject to
NCC meeting the remainder of the cost.
The Council agreed to meet the costs of

painting the power cabinet for the electric
car charging point at the Thornhill Road car
park and the remaining paint would be held
for future maintenance.

ENVIRONMENT
WORKING PARTY
The Working Party had met on April 30
and had no recommendations but had
discussed various issues raised by Friends
of the Park and Northumbria in Bloom.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
COUNCIL REPORT
Councillor Richard Dodd reported that
the elections had taken place and all four
County Councillors for this area had been
returned. He reported that there would be
a likely change to the Administration at the
County Council following the elections.
Councillor Dodd referred to the proposed
creation of a parking area at the Merton
Way shops which had run into difficulties
due to the large costs involved with the
underground utilities.

MAYOR’S REPORT
The Mayor reported on several dates for
the calendar, namely Party in the Park
on June 9 which the Council would be
represented at, the annual bowls match to
be held on June 14, and Music in the Park
to be held on June 30.
This report is based on the minutes of the
Town Council meeting held on May 15th.

Bring a picnic and enjoy
some music in the park!
Bring a picnic and enjoy a free afternoon’s entertainment at
Ponteland Town Council’s Music in the Park event.
BBC weatherman Paul Mooney is once again compering, with acts including
Rendezvous Jazz Band, North Tyneside Steel Band, singer Sonia Michelle and
Ponteland Community Band.
The popular annual event is being held at Ponteland Park on Sunday June 30 from 3pm
to 6pm.

A family enjoys a band at the 2011 Music in the
Park event
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Introducing your new town councillors

Town Mayor
Councillor Peter Cowey

Deputy Mayor
Councillor Carl Rawlings

Councillor Christine Caisley

Councillor Sue Johnson

Councillor Lesley Noble

Councillor Richard Dodd

Councillor Christine Greenwell

Councillor Adam Shanley

Councillor Robin Ramsay

Councillor Joyce Butcher

TASTY MENU...

2 COURSES FOR £7.50
PIZZA OR PASTA FOR £5
AVAILABLE MONDAY TO SATURDAY ’TIL 7PM
Councillor Rob Punton

Councillor Elizabeth Thompson

Tel. 01661 825092
Email. enquiries@pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
Web. www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
Unit 1, Meadowfield Ind Est, Ponteland, NE20 9SD
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

SUNDAY 5 ’TIL 9PM
KIDS’ MENU FROM £2.50
Open all day every day
www.fratelliponteland.co.uk | 01661 872195
Ristorante Fratelli, Bell Villas, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9BE

pontnews&views

7

Ponteland gets
a business voice
A new group has been formed to give Ponteland
businesses and entrepreneurs a combined voice.
Led by local businessman Matt Gray, Ponteland Business Network
seeks to embrace all business people to keep them informed of
issues affecting them, influence key agencies and policy makers
and raise awareness of support initiatives. The network also
aims to involve the private sector more in economic regeneration
schemes, making best use of business talent in the area.
With major residential planning applications on the table or in the
pipeline, the lack of progress in the Merton Way development, the
need for investment in both school buildings and facilities for our
youth outside school hours and for refurbishment of our sports
centre, Matt decided now was the time to identify the needs of the
business community.
Since inception, over 120 businesses have registered their
interest, with many attending the inaugural meeting at the
Memorial Hall on April 26th led by Matt and Charles Sellers, who
runs Northumberland Business Network.
The meeting focused on the business needs of Ponteland,
assessing current economic conditions and constraints faced by
Northumberland County Council and the need for an alternative
local economic strategy for Ponteland, also outlining the
opportunities proposed by Lugano’s Community Trust concept.
Feedback was both balanced and professional, with many
suggestions put forward, and a new steering group with 20
business professionals will meet in May and June to consider a

Pharmacy girls dyeing to
help mental health charity

Charles Sellers (left) and Matt Gray at the PBN meeting. Photo by Keith Robertson.

range of initiatives based around both the business needs and that
of the community.
PBN will build upon this direct approach and encourage the 660+
businesses to participate and engage with other local groups
to play a greater role in developing the local Neighbourhood
Plan, assess the Community Trust model and in shaping
Northumberland’s economic strategy as a whole.
Charles Sellers said: “There’s a wealth of talent in the Ponteland
area which would appear to be untapped. It’s about how we
embrace that expertise to create economic strength for Ponteland
and thus the county.”
Communication will be to those living and/or working in Ponteland
predominately via free membership on Linkedin’s Ponteland
Business Network, a sub group of the Northumberland Business
Network.

Staff at a Ponteland pharmacy have raised more than
£350 for a mental health charity after dyeing their
hair pink.

Flood alleviation works
at Callerton Lane

The idea for Taylors Pharmacy’s latest charitable venture came
from patient Gillian Hunter, who wanted to raise funds for Mind.

By Muriel Sobo

Gillian said: “As a family, we want to make a positive noise
about mental health illness. Our heartfelt thanks to all of Taylors
Pharmacy’s customers and to Jessica and her team - Yvonne,
Diane, Ruth, Jillian and Caroline - for fundraising for Mind in such
a fun way. The girls have raised a fantastic £359.”
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The view near the traffic lights at the bottom of
Callerton Lane has changed dramatically.
Work has been undertaken by the Environment Agency to reduce
flood risk through the village. Trees were felled on the far bank and
weeds and silt removed from the river bed. In all, over 300 tons
were removed at a cost of £29,000.
email: pontnews@cian-pr.co.uk

500 children in carnival celebration
Nearly 500 pupils at Darras Hall First
School enjoyed a rare day of Spring
sunshine with a colourful carnival
celebration.
The event was the culmination of the school’s annual arts week,
where the children aged between four and nine enjoyed a
combination of art, music and drama.
Wearing brightly coloured masks and costumes and carrying
puppets on long poles, they paraded around the school buildings
chanting and beating drums.
Arts co-ordinator and KS1 Manager Chris Eblett said: “We were very
lucky – it was a gorgeous bright and sunny day. Arts week is really
good for the children, inspiring them to make music and song.”
Photos by Keith Robertson

Community Partnership
elects new officials

At Ponteland Community Partnership’s AGM held
on 15th May, the following officers and members
of the Executive Council were elected to serve for
the next 12 months.
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Officers:
Chairman – Brian Prickett
Vice Chairman – Syd Cowan
Hon Secretary – Shirley Hill
Hon Treasurer – Christine
Greenwell

Executive Council
Members:
Mike Brown, Frank Harrington,
Raymond Sproul, Sheila
Campbell, Margaret Stainsby,
Robin Ramsay. One vacancy.

Sub-Group Chairmen:

Co-opted members:

Environment – George Clasper
Regeneration – Ray Sproul
(temporary)
Transport – David Gambles
Neighbourhood Plan – Alma
Dunigan
Young People – Caroline Athey

Matthew Gray (Business)
Rob Anderson (Police Authority)
Peter Cowey (Ponteland
Town Council)
Faith – Churches Together

pontnews&views
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Your letters
Concern about the Merton Way regeneration scheme
impasse and differing views on green belt housing
development in this month’s letters...
Back to the drawing board for
Merton Way plans

not to mention financial appraisal, impact
assessment, etc., etc.

We heard about the possible future (or
demise?) of the Ponteland regeneration
in Issue 92, hinging on the presumed
exclusion of the library from the plan.

Since that time the year granted to MKP
as “preferred bidder” and continued by the
new unitary county council has come and
gone but no further public consultation has
taken place whatever.

Perhaps a review of the history of this
saga might also be appropriate. The
Statutory Notice of Adoption for Castle
Morpeth Policy PPS2 took place on the
19th February 2004 and clearly indicated
that the land surrounding the Library was
designated for future expansion and that
an increase of some 350sqm was required.
Whilst this policy was never rescinded,
proposals by Messrs. Lichfield & Partners
publicised as early as December 2005
were already touting the relocation the
library and the sale of the site to help fund
the regeneration; the Council had made it
clear that they would not spend a penny
towards this work.
By strange coincidence, a design for a library
located between the schools at Thornhill
Road emerged almost simultaneously.
However, at a public meeting in December
2006 the Council “was lambasted by 400
angry villagers who want Ponteland’s £17m
make-over plans scrapped.”
In fact, the school site was never a
possibility for legal reasons and if a proper
feasibility study had been carried out
sooner the council would have realised
this. This proposal was quietly dropped.
The Lichfield plan having failed, the PCP
subsequently produced a revised design
brief. The responses from two bidders
(Circle Red and MK Properties) were given
a public showing in the Memorial Hall in
February 2009. An opportunity was given
to the people of Ponteland to state their
preferred choice of bidder, and MKP was
successful. However, this did not include
any implicit approval of the detailed plans –
which clearly required further development,

We thus can have no faith that MKP’s
proposal to squeeze the CIU Club, Merton
Hall and the expanded Library into a new
“community hub” will work or that the various
other problems have been addressed. But
time has moved on, and in the interval a
large “home for the frail and elderly” has been
erected on the adjacent clinic and first school
sites and a right-of-way apparently granted
across the library land for residents. A similarsized “home” is also shortly to be erected on
the nearby former Ponteland Mart site.
Surely, in the light of these developments,
not only must MKP’s original proposal to
erect a large three-storey “nursing home”
on the library land now be looked at again,
but the whole regeneration should await
the forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan. We
suggest that the best place for an expanded
library, to include a spectrum of other
facilities and form a true community hub,
may well prove to be exactly where it is now.
Philip Ham
Chairman, Ponteland Civic Society

Refurbishment the only viable
plan for Merton Way
The article on page 4 of your May issue,
warning of the possible loss of a “£20m
village revamp” leads one to look again
at the history of this particular enterprise.
In 2005 the former district council commissioned
planning consultants Nathaniel Lichfield to take
a look at the village centre and put forward
ideas for its improvement. The consultants
subsequently came up with four options.
Option 1, the solution most favoured by
residents during the consultation process,

advocated a careful and imaginative
refurbishment of the existing buildings and
external spaces, with the library staying on
its present site while, at the other end of
the scale, Option 4 went for comprehensive
redevelopment which was to involve the
demolition of all the existing shops, together
with Merton Hall, the CIU Social Club and
the public library. The last three to be reaccommodated together in something called
a Community Hub.
The consultants estimated that Option
4 would require a contribution from the
public purse of around £10m. There was no
prospect of this level of funding being made
available and yet the council proceeded to
promote Option 4 as their preferred scheme.
This decision was communicated to residents
at one of the most well attended public
meetings ever to be held in Ponteland and
such was the strength of local opposition to the
proposals, the council withdrew and handed
the problem over to the Ponteland Community
Partnership, a small group of local volunteers.
The Community Partnership subsequently in
2009 promoted a new scheme put forward,
this time by MK Developments, which again
went for comprehensive redevelopment.
This later proposal introduced additional
features in the form of Northumberland’s
first multi storey car park and, in an attempt
perhaps to cement Ponteland’s position as the
geriatric capital of the North East, proposed
the building of yet another home for the elderly
on the area of land in front of the former health
clinic which at present accommodates the
library and provides space for that facility to be
extended some time in the future.
Quite how the Town Council came to lend
support to this proposal, given its similarity to
the scheme so firmly rejected by residents in
2005, is one of those mysteries.
The original Option 1, the careful and
imaginative refurbishment of existing buildings
and external spaces remains the best way
forward for the Merton Way shopping centre
and the only solution likely to prove financially

Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views but the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher.
The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted letters for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted should include the writer’s name and address.

July issue deadlines: The July issue will be delivered on Friday June 28. The deadline for all copy and adverts is Friday June 14. Businesses should be aware that all
bookings for advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure placement in the July issue.
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viable, certainly in the short term. This so
called “£20m village revamp” is a scheme that
never was.
John Hague
High View, Ponteland

Improved services and facilities
a price worth paying for
Lugano scheme?
Sixty per cent of Ponteland has been
built in the last 50 years. Before that
Darras Hall was a farm with planning
permission to build an eco-friendly
garden city on its fields.
Between 1971 and 1991 the population
of Ponteland tripled as families had the
opportunity to buy new properties built on
fields surrounding the village. Throughout
this period developers gained whilst the
community benefits were negligible.
Surely, as the Government and local
authority struggle to maintain outdated
services and facilities, is it not time to hold
Lugano to their word and ensure that
improved services and sporting facilities
are a price to be paid for allowing further
development in Ponteland.
If not the option is to maintain the current
situation and watch facilities deteriorate
further, with business opportunities only for
millionaire mansions, retirement apartments
and funeral directors.
John Chappell
Carr View, Prestwick

Working farmland could be lost
to housing development
There seems to have been some
misinformation about the Lugano
housing development.
What Lugano and others have not mentioned
is that Birney Hill is not just a green belt field
but is actually called Birney Hill Farm. Yes,
Lugano want to build on working farmland
which is producing rapeseed, wheat and
other vegetables. Also it’s grazing land for
sheep, goats, cows and horses etc.
Birney Hill Farm was being used and tenanted
by people producing for the good of people

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

and Lugano was and is only interested in
building for profit.
Guy Opperman MP and others are quite right in
trying to retain the integrity of green belt land.
Terry Parkinson

Edge Hill, Darras Hall

Article triggers memories for
retired council treasurer
I was very interested to read Muriel
Sobo’s article ‘Do you recognise this
view?’ on page 8 of the May issue.
With regard to the last paragraph of the
article I was wondering whether it would be
possible for Mrs Sobo to let me have a copy
of the picture of the Castle Ward Rural District
Council of 1973.
I was Assistant Treasurer with the council at
that time and until it ceased to exist on 1st
April 1974 at which time I transferred to the
successor authority - Castle Morpeth Borough
Council - as Deputy Borough Treasurer where
I worked until I eventually retired.
I have no photos/pictures of the council and
would really appreciate a copy of the one Mrs
Sobo has come across. Mrs Sobo may well
remember me and my family when we lived at
Western Way, Darras Hall.
Although we left the Ponteland area in 1988
we still regularly visit friends there and I still
look forward to keeping up to date with what
is happening by reading Pont News & Views.
I hope you can help.
John Henderson
Camden Square, North Shields

Action needed to help
disabled drivers
As a disabled badge holder does
anyone else experience the following
problems when endeavouring to use it?
You are parked in a disabled bay and when
you return the bay on the driver’s side is
occupied by a huge white van over your bay
markings and you cannot enter your single
door car unless you are a contortionist who
can enter from the passenger’s side, which
for you is impossible, so there you are stuck
until the white van man reappears!

If forced to risk a non-disabled bay hoping
nobody occupies the adjacent one then think
again because the bays are too narrow for the
current size of cars. There are now so many
big 4x4s and saloons that the bays will not
accommodate in order for neighbouring users
to open their doors sufficiently without risking
losing a limb and incurring bruised shins.
So once again you are forced to await the
return of the neighbouring driver and it is just
not worth the risk so you have to drive around
and around until a disabled one becomes free.
Attending a hospital appointment is another
nightmare and unless you have someone
else to drive and drop you at the door before
searching for a parking bay then you are in
danger of missing your appointment.
I feel certain that there is legislation in force
that governs a minimum size for bays but if
so then it needs urgent review!
Shirley Hill
Hon. Sec. & Environment,
Ponteland Community Partnership

Retiring councillor offers thanks
Many Ponteland residents, and
especially those in North Ward, will know
that I did not stand for re-election to
Ponteland Town Council this time round.
After ten years of representing the inhabitants
of the village, I felt that I had served for long
enough, and wanted to give some-one else
the chance to take on the role of councillor.
This note therefore, gives me the opportunity
to say thank you to all those people who
have said that they have appreciated my
efforts in the role, and to all those North Ward
constituents who voted for me in the past.
I am not leaving Ponteland and, after a
short spell of gardening leave, will look for
other roles to serve the community. This is
my official goodbye, and my opportunity to
say thank you for all the support that I have
enjoyed over the last decade. I have enjoyed,
for the most part, my time as a councillor,
and have worked with some very dedicated
people, not least Kath, Jeanette and Christine
in the Town Council office. My best wishes to
them, and the new council.
David Butler
Ladywell Way, Ponteland

pontnews&views
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What’s on...
County Council
surgeries

Your local Northumberland
County Councillors Richard
Dodd, Peter Jackson, Veronica
Jones and Eileen Armstrong are
available to meet constituents on
the first Saturday of every month
from 10am-11am at Waitrose
supermarket, Ponteland and
Broadway, Darras Hall. Their next
surgery is on Saturday June 1.

Ponteland U3A monthly
meeting
Ponteland U3A’s visiting speaker
on Wednesday 5th June is Dr
Caroline Pryer, who will be giving
a talk on The Lord Lieutenancy.
Our meetings start at 2pm in
St Mary’s Church Hall. Visitors
welcome. No charge.

Ponteland History
Society Help Desk

Are you doing a school project,
researching family history,
needing historical information on
a date, building or person in the
Ponteland area, or looking for
an old local photograph? Then
perhaps we can help. Our free
help desk is open at Ponteland
Library from 2.15pm to 5pm on
Friday June 7th, where we can
give access to our own archives.
For more information see http://
www.ponthistsoc.freeuk.com/
page12.html

Ponteland Party in the
Park: Sunday 9th June
Entertainment is promised for all
the family at one of the village’s
key annual events, Ponteland
Party in the Park, being held on
Sunday 9th June from 1.30pm.
Admission is only £1, with
children aged under 5 free.

Ponteland Senior
Gentlemen’s Club

Our speaker on Monday June
10th is Dr Alan Fendley who will
talk on “The Siege of Newcastle”.
Meetings are usually held on
the second Monday of every
month in the lounge of Ponteland
Memorial Hall, Darras Road, at
2.30pm. Membership is open
to gentlemen aged over 55. The
annual subscription is £10. For
further details contact Donald
Lloyd at donaldflloyd@sky.com
or on (01661) 872661.

Callerton Garden &
Flower Club

We meet in the Memorial Hall,
Ponteland, on the second
Wednesday of the month at 2pm.
Visitors £4.

Ponteland Lions Club
Ponteland Lions now hold
a business meeting at their
new venue, Merton Hall, on
the second Wednesday of
each month at 7.30pm. Social
meetings are also held on the
fourth Wednesday of each

month, when a wide range of
visits and events are organised
for the enjoyment of members
and their friends. We welcome
prospective new members to
join us. Our monthly book stall
takes place outside Waitrose on
the last Saturday of every month
(except December) from 9am
until 4pm. Book donations and
volunteer helpers are always
most welcome. For information
about the book stall or becoming
a member of Ponteland Lions
please call John Morris
on 0845 833 9913.

Ponteland Floral
Art Club
Our June meeting is being held
on Tuesday 18th June at 7.30pm
in Ponteland Memorial Hall where
there will be a demonstration by
Lilias Hoskins of Edinburgh (N)
‘As Time Goes By’.

Embroiderers’ Guild Ponteland branch

We now meet at the Memorial
Hall from 2pm – 4pm on the
fourth Monday of the month
(except December. On Bank
Holidays the meeting is on the
preceding Monday). Visitors’
fee £3 (includes tea/coffee and
biscuits). Further information from
Carol Bird (01661) 881395.

Merton Hall events

The trip in June will be to
Cramlington. Departure, return

and cost details will be confirmed
on request from Merton Hall
(phone 01661 872917). Don’t
forget Merton Hall is a great
place to meet new and old
friends, read the papers and
have a cuppa - its only 30p and
the second cup is free (Monday
to Saturday morning). Have fun,
keep fit and flexible with chair
based exercise every Monday,
11am till 11.45am, no need to
book just come and join in for
£1.50.

Charity car boot fair:
Sunday June 30th

A Summer Car Boot Fair, helping
to raise funds for Air Ambulance,
will be held at Crescent Farm,
Ponteland Road (B6323),
Throckley NE15 9RE, on Sunday
June 30th. Good access and
space for over 200 sellers.
Enormous free parking area for
buyers. Sellers from £10 with
access from 1pm. Buyers £1
from 2pm. Children free entry.
Refreshments and local produce
available. No booking required.

Ponteland’s
weekly market

Ponteland’s weekly market at
Merton Way shopping centre is
on between 9am and 4pm each
Friday.

Pont Badminton Club

Pont Badminton Club meet every
Friday evening from 8.30pm10pm at Ponteland Leisure
Centre, Callerton Lane. Adults of
all ages will be assured of a warm
welcome. Just come along or
contact 07986 388 822 for more
information.

Specimen tree
planted in park
Muriel Sobo watched tree expert Robert Iley as
he prepared the ground for planting a 10 feet high
oak sapling in Ponteland Park.
The tree, named Quercus robur Fastigiata Koster, is a unique red oak
with a different silhouette from our common oak. It can grow up to 50
feet high but has a more columnar shape than the common oak.
Muriel donated £100 to the Friends of Ponteland Park from
monies collected by the Town Council on the sales of her local
books about the demolished First School and the stories of the
men on the War Memorial. The amount was topped up to £100
and a request made for an oak tree in a suitable location in the
Park. Seasonal pictures will follow its progress.
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FREE
SUNGLASSES
When you spend
£79 or more on
a complete pair
of single vision
spectacles*
*offer can be upgraded

www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk
OPTOMET

Hexham

Haltwhistle

Ponteland

10 Market Place, NE46 1XG
Tel: 01434 603862

Westgate, NE49 9AQ
Tel: 01434 322217

25 Main Street, NE20 9NH
Tel: 01661 823374
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Visiting thieves target
sheds and garages
By PC Rob Anderson
Ponteland Community Beat Manager

In the period between
12th April and 12th May
we have had nine
crimes recorded for
the Ponteland area.
These break down to the
following offences:
•
•
•
•

one damage to a gate
two thefts
one assault
two burglaries to sheds
garages
• two thefts from shops
• one possession of cannabis.
The assault offence and one of
the thefts from shop have been
detected. Enquiries are ongoing
in relation to the other offences.
In the last few weeks we have
seen the beginning of a spate
of thefts from sheds and
garages. If you have anything
valuable in outbuildings then

please take extra care with
your security. Ponteland is an
area which is visited by thieves
who live outside of the town
and they are opportunists. If
they see a chance to take any
unattended items or enter an
insecure shed/garage they
will take that opportunity. The
easier we make it for them,
the more they will return. If you
see anything suspicious please
report it to the police on the
first occasion possible. The
sooner we respond, the better
chance we will have to catch
them or prevent them from
coming back.
The Blackbird public house has
reopened and the management
has shown an interest in joining
the Ponteland Pubwatch
scheme. This means those
people who are already on
the Pubwatch banning list will

automatically be banned from
the Blackbird too, so please
be aware.
Some drivers are either still not
aware or choosing to ignore the
parking restrictions around the
town, those in particular outside
of our first and middle schools.
Northumberland County Council
looks after parking problems
and will issue fines for anyone
committing offences. If police are
present and see these offenders
they will also speak with them
regarding any other offences they
may be committing. Please be
conscientious when driving near
our schools as your speed could
harm a child if you’re not paying
enough attention.
If you would like some crime
prevention advice please
contact PC 613 Davison or
myself, PC 395 Anderson,
on 101.

Local police surgeries will be
held on the following dates:
• CSO Jill Ruddick 15th June
9.30am–10.30am Merton
Hall, Ponteland
• PC Lee Davison 22nd June
11.30am–12.30pm at Belsay
village shop
• PC Rob Anderson 6th July
11.30am–12.30pm Co-op,
Broadway
We also have engagement days
at these venues and dates:
• 19th June 1pm–3pm
Stamfordham/Belsay.
• 26th June 10am–12noon
Merton Way/1pm–3pm
Broadway
Please come along and have a
chat to get to know us.

Red Cross weekly Memorial
Hall collection to end

K irkley H all
Conferences | Weddings | Events

Kirkley Hall Celebrates
Northumberland

Thursday 4th July, 4pm-9pm, £4pp entry

Kirkley Hall One Day event Affiliated to British Eventing

By Muriel Sobo
The Red Cross has run a weekly collection for clothing and brica-brac at the Memorial Hall for over 25 years and it was a very
successful way of recycling these items to persons in need.
Today there are other ways of collecting unwanted items and it
has been decided to close this activity. The last collection is on
Thursday July 4.
Thanks are due to all volunteers, the Hall caretaker and the Hall
Committee for their cooperation over all these years. Sincere
thanks from Jean Fellowes-Prynne.

Sunday 9th June, 8am-6pm, FREE entry

Father’s Day Carvery
Sunday Lunch
Sunday 16th June, 12noon-2pm
Fathers eat half price

Kirkley Hall, Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 0AQ
enquiries@kirkleyhall.co.uk | www.kirkleyhall.co.uk
Like us on -

Follow us on -

Fabulous Father’s Day
Sunday 16th June, 10am-5pm
Free entry for dads to Kirkley Hall
Zoological Gardens for Father’s Day.
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Bigger Post Office delivers new services
Ponteland’s Post Office is
delivering additional services
including a travel agency from
its new home in Merton Way.
Owner Geoff Huggin and Post Office
Counters have invested in doubling
the size of the town’s branch, moving
a few doors up from number 30 to the
former Bonner and White carpet shop at
number 36.
The move has also created a new full
time post, with experienced travel agent
Karen Anderson joining as manager of
the new travel bureau alongside familiar
faces Nicola Peet, Norma Edminson and
Lesley O’Hare.
Opening hours have been extended to
8.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Saturday,
and an extra counter added. New
lines will include gifts, jams, chutneys
and traditional sweets as well as
photocopying/fax and online transactions
services.
Geoff, who also runs a branch in Darlington
and has 35 years’ experience in the travel
industry, said: “The reaction from the
public has been fantastic - they believe
that the heart is back in Pont and hopefully
will help other businesses in the village,

Delivering new services: Norma Edminson, Geoff Huggin and Karen Anderson.

especially as we have now increased our
opening hours.

holiday packages, holiday insurance and
currency.”

“As well as all the traditional Post Office
services like post, passport and driving
licence applications, the travel bureau
offers a full range of UK and overseas

You can contact the Post Office and
travel bureau at:
sales@pontelandtravelbureau.co.uk
or on (01661) 871219.

Relocated to 36 Merton Way, Ponteland

Now featuring a..

NEW Independent Travel Agency
with full range of UK and overseas holidays

Up to £200 discount being offered on all holidays booked before the end of June.
Full range of Post Office services, including passports, driving licences, post and
banking. New extended opening hours - Monday to Saturday 8.30am to 5.30pm.

To help celebrate our move and new independent travel agency we are offering
a champagne prize draw. To enter fill in your details and post in store. Closing
date for entries June 30th - draw will be made July 1st.
Name:
Address:
Email:

Telephone:

Preferred holiday destinations:

Tel: 01661 871219 Email: sales@pontelandtravelbureau.co.uk
www.pontelandtowncouncil.co.uk

Fully ABTA bonded and protected
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Do you need help at home?
At Home with… Helen
McArdle Care can oﬀer
you a bespoke package in
personal care to enhance
your life and maintain
your independence.
We provide reliable and
flexible services in:
- Personal Care
- Carer Relief
- Companionship for Outings
- Shopping and Cleaning
- Meal Preparation

Did you know?
You can use your personal budget
from Social Services to pay for Home
Care services?
Call us today - we can oﬀer you help
and support to arrange this.

You can also access services in:
Hair and Beauty • DIY • Decoration • Gardening • Day Care • Short Breaks
For a free, no obligation consultation please call:

0191 461 8861

www.athomewithhelenmcardlecare.co.uk
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